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	  SLO 4 Develop information literacy


Initial Evidence of Student Learning:   

[Fall 2009]  Initial evidence of student learning for SLO 4 was observed in student research papers in the GE course series AFAM 2A/2B.  Often the essay and term paper assignments submitted by students were the first they had written of this length.  Although most students completed the assignment, we thought it would be useful to provide them with more detailed assistance in developing information literacy.

Change(s) to Curriculum or Pedagogy:

[Fall 2009] We decided to change the type of written assignment required for the AFAM 2A course, from a 15-20-page research term paper to a 5-7-page essay. This new essay assignment fulfilled the minimum 1500 word GE requirement but focused attention on primary source material and increasing writing quality.  Additionally, a lecturer who specialized in writing was hired to teach AFAM 100W.  She brought her expertise in this area and additional attention to the details of information literacy. The instructor and library liaison provided students with “hands on” training in the selection, use, and citation of credible source material when conducting research and writing essays and term papers.

Evidence of Student Learning after Change.

There is less evidence of “padding” in the shorter length papers students submit in AFAM 2A and graduating seniors who take the AFAM 100W with the new instructor evidence a higher degree of skill in their ability to organize their written material and write clearly and competently. 
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