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Spring 2009 – Spring 2010

As you now know an interim report on the assessment of student learning is due to WASC in fall of 2010. We have been asked to demonstrate that we are using assessment data to improve student learning (i.e., “closing the assessment loop”) and that the assessment process is sustainable. To that end, we are asking programs to report on their most complete student learning outcome (SLO) during this reporting cycle. Please identify your selected SLO in the box below and provide the requested information.
Program Information

	Degree Program(s):
	MFA Digital Media, Photography, Pictorial, Spatial
	Department:
	Art and Design

	Department Chair:
	John Loomis
	Phone:
	924 4322

	Report Prepared by:
	Linda Walsh
	Phone:
	924 4345


Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	This is where you will type the actual student-learning outcome (SLO) on which you have focused. 

Artists capable of studio practice and exhibition at the professional level. #1



Evidence for Need:  

What evidence was used to identify this SLO as a candidate for improvement (e.g., describe the prior assessment activities and data that led to this decision)?

For many years students and faculty felt that the ATC (Advancement to Candidacy Review) was so rigorous that the thesis project felt anticlimactic.  Five years ago Stan Welsh approached the San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art suggesting that they sponsor an annual graduating MFA exhibition as an introduction into the professional world of our studio graduates, a group exhibition in addition to the candidate’s solo exhibitions on campus.  The exhibition is curated by Susan O’Malley, curator for the ICA.

Three years ago, funded by lottery grants, students produced a color catalog of the ICA exhibition that was mailed to museums, curators, graduate schools and galleries, both nonprofit and commercial.  The last two years the areas Digital Media, Photography, Pictorial and Spatial have funded the “Lift Off” catalog.  For these last two catalogs, MA Art History/Visual Culture students and faculty have worked with the MFA candidates to include critical essays on the artists, as well as working with the studio artists to craft compelling artist statements.

As the exhibitions and catalogs moved forward, it became clear that many graduating students needed more information on how to work in the professional world.  They needed a stronger bridge from school to the outside world, and in order to meet schedule deadlines the graduating class needed a meeting time where all their schedules meshed.

Changes to Curriculum or Pedagogy:  

What actions were taken to improve student learning related to this outcome (e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc)?

Fall of 08 Stan Welsh, as Graduate Advisor, and the Art Graduate Committee began discussion of the need for a year long graduate seminar to shepherd the catalog (that needs to be completed by the end of January in order to meet publication deadlines) combined with a series of speakers to introduce the students to curators, gallery and museum directors, and other network possibilities in the area.  The seminar is also hoped to create a class identity suggesting that they and other alumni are a network and resource for each other.

Curriculum changes were implemented and Art 201 was approved and taught by Linda Walsh, the current graduate advisor, S09.   Fall 09, Art 201 was taught by Dr. Anthony Raysford, an Art Historian.  Plans were made to move forward with fall semester devoted to critical thinking/ writing during which the catalog text will be completed.  Work for the catalog will be photographed over winter break, the spring will address issues of fund raising, publicity, reception planning, distribution and mailing, and lectures from guests.

Evidence for Impact:  

What is the evidence that the actions taken above impacted student learning for this outcome? 

The “Lift Off 09” catalog is a beautiful publication, the most successful to date.  Each year has built on the learning of the prior year and students of the last three years are in frequent communication with each other.  The catalogs introduce our graduating classes to the professional world with web sites and contact information for these artists.

Spring 09 Art 201 guests included Director Jan Rindsfliesh of the Euphrate Museum and Director George Rivera of the Triton Museum, both MFA alumni of SJSU. Students were invited to send their portfolios by these guests, given opportunities to curate and jury exhibitions, and were told to seek mentoring by these directors at any turn in their careers.  It was evident that networking within our alumni can be made stronger.  We now have “Lift Off” chat rooms that are expanding from students of the last three years to include people who graduated as many as 30 years ago, people interested in mentoring new grads.

Art History/Visual Culture students and faculty are integrating with MFA studio candidates furthering critical dialog.  Fall 09 discussions in Dr. Raynsford’s seminar and recent discussions, Spring 2010,  within the Art Graduate Committee point to a need to strengthen graduate thesis standards, suggesting future focus on SLO #2 Ability to talk about their art and to place their work in a historical/cultural context.
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