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Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	*SLO #
	 

	1
	Students will demonstrate a high-level of ability to write and complete a publishable, full-length work of literature in a primary genre concentration (fiction, creative non-fiction, poetry, or a scriptwriting).

	2
	Students will demonstrate high-level of proficiency to write works of literature in a secondary genre concentration (fiction, creative non-fiction, poetry, or scriptwriting).


Evidence for Need:  
The data collected by the MFA Coordinator for the Spring 2008 assessment indicated that 10 MFA students (of the 48 enrolled) had dropped out or taken leaves of absence and not returned to the program prior to in Fall 2007.  On an exit survey of these students 7 stated that they were leaving the program for “personal, financial, or health” reasons; 3 stated that they were leaving the program because “the MFA program did not provide enough instruction or support to complete creative writing projects or meet personal writing goals.”
Actions Taken:   
After discussing the data, the Creative Writing faculty of the department proposed (in Fall 2007) to the department Graduate Committee a change in the MFA curriculum.  The proposal increased the number of required MFA writing workshops in students’ primary genres from 9 units (3 courses) to 12 units (4 courses). The change eliminated as a required core course ENGL 204: Methods and Materials of Literary Production.  ENGL 204 was proposed to become another elective literary seminar that students could take to satisfy their 15 required literary seminar units.  The required MFA core would be reduced to just 3 units, ENGL 201: Methods and Materials of Literary Production.  

The curriculum change was successfully implemented in Spring 2008, and was published in the catalog in Fall 2008.  New students entering the MFA program are governed by the new curriculum.  Students already in the MFA program are allowed to elect the new curriculum if they wish.   

Evidence for Impact:  
Preliminary evidence based on data collected by MFA Coordinator in Spring 2009 indicates that in Spring and Fall 2008 (when the new curriculum was implemented), a total of six students (of the 51 enrolled) have dropped out or taken a leave of absence from the MFA program.  Sadly, one student (in the over 60 program) died.  Three dropped or took leaves due to “personal, financial, or health” reasons.  And two dropped out because “the MFA did not provide enough instruction or support to complete creative writing projects or meet personal writing goals.”  The Creative Writing faculty discussed the data in Spring 2009, concluding that anecdotal evidence shows the curriculum change already has had a beneficial impact on SLO’s 1 and 2.
APPENDIX

Assessment data being collected, discussed, and program changes proposed Spring 2008 – Spring 2009. (Draft-in-progress.) 
	SLO #
	C, D, or I
	Content or results 

	 1
	 C, D, I
	· ACTIVITY: MFA Coordinator collected data from Spring 08 and Fall 08 grade rosters for ENGL 135, 240, 241, 242 and TA175 to determine the percentage of MFA students who completed their primary genre workshops (satisfying the primary genre requirement) with a grade of B or higher. RESULTS: One hundred percent of MFA students completed their primary genre workshops with a grade of B or higher. Detail Spring 2008: ENGL 135, 3 of 3; 240, 7 of 7; 241, 10 of 10.  Detail Fall 2008: ENGL 135, 2 of 2; 240, 6 of 6; 241, 10 of 10. 

· ACTIVITY: MFA Coordinator collected data on the number of students completing theses in Spring 08 and Fall 08.  RESULTS: MFA theses completed in Spring (and Summer) 08 (accepted by Graduate Studies): 1 in nonfiction, 1 in screenwriting/playwriting. MFA theses completed in Fall 08 (accepted by Graduate Studies: 2 in fiction.  All four were rated “excellent” by faculty thesis committees.
· ACTIVITY: MFA Coordinator counted numbers of MFA program dropouts analyzed reasons for these students dropping out or taking leaves from the MFA program in Spring 08 and Fall 08.  RESULTS: Spring 2008: 4 total dropouts/leaves of absences—3 for “personal, financial, or health” reasons; “1 because “the MFA did not provide enough instruction or support to complete creative writing projects or meet personal writing goals.”  Fall 2008: 2 total dropouts/leaves of absences—1 for “personal, financial, or health” reasons; “1 because “the MFA did not provide enough instruction or support to complete creative writing projects or meet personal writing goals.”  
· ACTIVITY: MFA Coordinator collected data on works published or presented by MFA students and alumni since Fall 08.  RESULTS 1 full-length nonfiction work contracted for publication by a major trade publisher.  1 chapbook of poetry published by a regional small press publisher. 1 full-length work of fiction from an independent literary publisher. 1 full-length work of fiction forthcoming from an independent literary publisher.  3 short-stories in regional literary journals; 8 poems in regional and national literary journals; 4 works of nonfiction in regional and national literary journals; 3 poems in regional poetry anthologies. 1 student received a regional poetry award. 1 student received 2 regional and 1 national first place awards in screenwriting. 
· PROGRAM CHANGES IMPLEMENTED: In Fall 2008, Department and College of H & A  Curriculum Committees approved changed MFA requirements: 12 units of primary genre workshops (instead of 9); 15 units of literary research seminars (instead of present 18). ENGL 204 to be changed from a required core course to an elective literary research seminar. 

	2
	C, D
	· ACTIVITY: MFA Coordinator collected data from Spring 08 and Fall 08 grade rosters for ENGL, 135, 240, 241, 242, and TA 175 to determine the percentage of MFA students who completed their secondary genre workshops (satisfying the secondary genre requirement) with a grade of B or higher. RESULTS:  100 percent of students completed secondary genre workshops with a grade of B or higher:   Detail Spring 2008: ENGL 135, 3 of 3; 240, 1 of 1; 241, 1 of 1.  Detail Fall 2008:  ENGL 135, 1 of 1; 240, 1 of 1; 241, 2 of 2. 

· ACTIVITY:  Secondary genre publications surveyed since Fall 08: RESULTS:  3 nonfiction articles; 1 poem published in a literary journal; 1 poem published in a national anthology 2 stories published in literary journals; 1 story published in an anthology.

	3 & 4


	C, D

 
	· ACTIVITY:  MFA Coordinator collected Spring 08 and Fall 08 data for Thesis prefaces (ENGL 299), as the English department directed, to meet SLO’s 3 and 4.  RESULTS: Spring 2008: The 2 thesis prefaces submitted were rated “excellent” or “good” on all criteria in the critical writing rubric.   Fall 2008: The 2 thesis prefaces submitted were rated “excellent” on all criteria in the critical writing rubric. 

	5
	C, D
	· ACTIVITY:  MFA Coordinator collected data on the number of students whose MFA thesis proposals were approved by the English Department’s Graduate Committee in Spring 08 and Fall 08. RESULTS:  Spring 2008: 2 thesis proposals were submitted and approved. Fall 2008: 1 thesis proposal was submitted and approved. 
· ACTIVITY:  MFA Coordinator collected data on number of students passing MFA Comprehensive exam in Spring 08 and Fall 08.  RESULTS: Spring 2008: 2 candidates took the Spring 2008 MFA Exam. 1 received a High Pass; 1 received a Pass.  5 candidates took the Fall 2008 MFA Exam.  4 received a Pass; 1 received a Low Pass.    
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