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As you now know an interim report on the assessment of student learning is due to WASC in fall of 2010. We have been asked to demonstrate that we are using assessment data to improve student learning (i.e., “closing the assessment loop”) and that the assessment process is sustainable. To that end, we are asking programs to report on their most complete student learning outcome (SLO) during this reporting cycle. Please identify your selected SLO in the box below and provide the requested information.
Program Information
	Degree Program(s):
	M.A.
	Department:
	Biological Sciences

	Department Chair:
	John Boothby
	Phone:
	4-4850

	Report Prepared by:
	Michael Sneary
	Phone:
	4-4854


Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

	Students in the Alternate Masters Program will demonstrate the skills to seek and obtain an internship in industry or government agencies and to prepare an internship plan.


Evidence for Need:  The department has employed traditional methods in creating a culminating experience for our M.A. students.  This experience has entailed a written and an oral examination upon the completion of the required 30 units of coursework.  To allow students to complete the culminating experience in another relevant way, the department has agreed to allow them to do so through an internship (See Below), hence the development of the Alternative Masters Program.  Many of our students are currently working in either industry (e.g. Genentec, Amgen, Abbott Vascular) or government agencies (e.g. NASA Ames).  One faculty member reports at least 10 undergraduate or graduate students working under his direction at NASA Ames in the past 10 years. Other faculty report similar numbers. Solicitations for such positions are regularly received by the department.  These students spend a considerable amount of time in these positions learning valuable technical, data analysis and communication skills; skills which are expected of our graduate students.  These students might more readily complete the master’s degree by fully utilizing their work experience.  We envision other students may wish to switch from the current, more traditional M.A. culminating experience to this alternative.  In addition, some students whose M.S. projects are not completed because of technical or other issues have changed to the traditional M.A.  This program will offer those students yet another alternative.
Actions Taken: Changes to Curriculum or Pedagogy:  Students in the newly developed Alternative Masters Program (AMP) may complete the culminating experience through successful completion of an internship in industry or government.  Students choosing the internship track would be followed closely by the department graduate coordinator to assess their ability to 1) secure an internship, 2) establish a working relationship with industry mentor and 3) submit an internship plan. Industry or government internship mentors will be asked to provide written evidence of the completion of the internship plan. 
Evidence for Impact:  Only one student has met the entrance criteria and entered the Alternate Masters Program as of Fall 2009.  Evidence for the completion of the SLO indicated above will be provided by this student’s ability to obtain an internship position and submit an approved plan to the graduate coordinator.  As indicated above, this program might serve as an attractive alternative to a number of our current students once the program has been completed. 
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