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	1.7 Students can demonstrate an understanding of the thermodynamics and statistical mechanics


Initial Evidence of Student Learning:

The results of comprehensive oral exams given to students showed a lack of mastery of statistical mechanics. 
Change(s) to Curriculum or Pedagogy:

Enrollment levels of statistical mechanics were found to be well below those of the required courses (classical mechanics, electricity and magnetism, quantum mechanics and mathematical methods), suggesting many graduate students were not being exposed to statistical mechanics during their graduate career. Statistical Mechanics was made a required course for completion of a masters degree for students matriculating in the fall of 2011 or later.

Evidence of Student Learning after Change.

Evidence will continue to be gathered through oral exit exams to monitor the affect of this change
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