

Program Assessment Report


PROGRAM INFORMATION

Date submitted: __3/2/11_________

	Degree Program(s):
	Social Science
	Department:
	Interdis. Soc. Sci.

	Department Chair:
	Alexander Yamato
	Phone:
	924-5751

	Report Prepared by:
	Alexander Yamato
	Phone:
	924-5751

	Next Self-Study due :
	Spring 2013
	E-mail:
	Alexander.yamato@sjsu.edu

	Note: Schedule is posted at: http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/programplanning/
	
	


ARCHIVAL INFORMATION

	Location:
	DMH 239
	Person to Contact:
	Alexander Yamato
	924-5751

	
	(Bldg/Room #)
	
	(Name)
	(Phone)


Assessment schedule is posted at http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/assessment 

Please send any changes to the schedule or to student learning outcomes to Jackie Snell jacqueline.snell@sjsu.edu 

	4. Critically evaluate social science theories in explaining race, class, and gender issues in national and global contexts.




Initial Evidence of Student Learning:

Fall 2010
WOMS 101:

In order to cultivate a foundation for the course students are asked to read and analyze the reading, “Becoming a Gendered Body: Practices of Preschools.” This article elucidates a case study by Karin Martin that explores ways in which preschoolers are taught gender appropriate behavior and learn body discipline. By conducting a close analysis of the various means used to reward and punish certain gendered behaviors among preschool aged children (as outlined in the text) students are able to engage with and critically evaluate the ways that gender becomes embodied and naturalized. Notions of embodiment and body discipline are later applied to subsequent themes presented in the course: constructions of sexuality, constructions of appearance, and constructions of behavior. 
The percentage of students who were able to successfully complete the tasks was 80%.
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	5. Apply interdisciplinary, theoretical concepts and reflective processes to current social/political issues and problems in their communities or in diverse classrooms in local public K-12 schools through internship/fieldwork assignments.




Initial Evidence of Student Learning:

Fall 2010
WOMS 101:

Towards the of the semester I shared a current event with the class that outlined the experience of a female to male transgendered high school student in the Mid West who, although openly accepted by the school administration, teachers and students as being transgendered, was denied the title of Homecoming King after winning the majority of student votes. The administration’s rationale for this decision was that the student’s sex assignment on their enrollment file was female and so therefore, could not accept the title of Homecoming King. I ask the class to then, in groups, identify and interrogate the theoretical concepts about gender, race, class, and sexual orientation that underpin the positions of all parties involved.  Through this exercise WOMS 101 students are able to apply those theories we have discussed throughout the course to current issues emerging in sexual minority communities. 

SOCS 177:
Quantitative Research:

Individual level responsibility/task:

Select a school site; Collect demographic information on the school and surrounding community; Websites:             California Department of Education; School District Website; Greatschools.org; Zillow (housing costs)

Examine variables: % free lunch; Race/ethnicity of students; Per-pupil expenditures; % credentialed teachers  Participate in group meetings prepared to share school site data.
 
Group level responsibility/task:

Conduct a comparative analysis of the schools based on each person’s data.  Explore the similarities and differences.
Apply the theories to form a conceptual/explanatory framework regarding the group data, analysis and results of the comparative analysis.
Collectively identify questions based on group analysis of the data collection in the second half of the semester.
Mid-term: Collectively prepare a presentation regarding the group research process focusing on the theory and questions that were collectively identified.
Qualitative Research:

The questions that were identified will guide the research methodology.
Determine your data collection strategies;

Interview: students, teachers, administrators, community members.

Observe: classrooms, parent meetings, informal interaction, school environment.
Document review: examine reports, newsletters, academic assignments, school practice and procedures, newspaper coverage/articles.
Discuss your data collection with group members.
Apply the concepts and theories discussed in class.

Collectively prepare a final presentation and report outlining the semester-long research study; what was learned?   Which theories were helpful in interpreting and make sense of the data? What are the educational implications of the research?
In terms of evidence of student learning, 90% of the students demonstrated mastery of the student learning objective based on the end of the semester research reports and response to essay questions.
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