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SCHEDULE OF ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES*

Please complete the schedule of assessment activities below by listing all program Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) by number down the left column and indicating when data were/will be collected (C) and when they were/will be discussed (D) by your faculty. You can also schedule/track program changes resulting from your assessment activities by indicating an “I” (implemented changes) where relevant. This schedule is meant to be fluid; providing a proposed schedule for future assessment while at the same time, providing a record of your efforts as the program planning cycle progresses.
	
	↓Semester after Program Review
	
	
	Semester before next Program Review↓

	SLOs
	F09
	S10
	F10
	S11
	F11
	S12

	1
	
	
	C
	C/D
	C
	C

	2
	
	
	C
	C/D
	C
	C

	3
	
	
	C/D
	C/D
	C
	C

	4
	
	
	C
	C/D
	C
	C

	5
	C/D
	C/D
	C
	C/D
	C
	C

	6
	
	
	C
	C/D
	C
	C


*Note: We will only have three years of on this planning cycle because our previous one was delayed. 
Student Learning Outcome (SLO)

SLO3: Research Methods: Students will be able to interpret and critique research methods used in published communication research studies.

Our last assessment report focused on SLO5: Advanced Communication Competence, our new four unit courses, and the forth “engagement” unit. This report will focus on SLO3: Research Methods, our one-unit methods courses, and our current data collection processes for assessing our graduate culminating experience. 

When we revised our graduate curricula in fall 2009 and introduced four unit courses, we also redesigned our two required methods courses. In the old model, our two methods courses were three units each and students were required to take both. In our new model, methods courses are one unit each and students are required to take six units total including an introductory methods course, quantitative methods, qualitative methods, critical rhetorical methods, and two advanced methods courses. 

In fall of 2010, faculty began assessing the new configuration of our methods courses. Faculty reported that the new configuration better enabled a combination of survey and specialization. The foundational method courses allowed for surveys of key disciplinary traditions while the advanced courses allowed for practice in a single method. Faculty agreed to retain the one-unit configuration for methods courses. 

Faculty also decided to revisit the course titles after determining that the descriptors “quantitative,” “qualitative,” and “critical,” did not necessarily align with specific methods, which was causing some confusion among students. We are in the process of re-naming the courses and determining whether or not to add additional course offerings in certain methods. 

In fall of 2010 we created and tested an assessment rubric for our graduate culminating experience. The rubric is designed to assess students’ mastery of all six of our SLOs at the end of their graduate experience. After a student’s final defense of either their exams, project, or thesis, all members of the student’s committee complete the rubric and evaluate how well the student has met the six SLOs. 

Having tested and revised the rubric at the end of fall semester, we will begin collecting data on a regular basis in spring 2011. We will continue to evaluate the methods courses and the graduate program as a whole at a spring 2011 faculty retreat dedicated to our graduate program. In fall 2011, we will begin assessing SLO2: Ethics and SLO4: Research Design. 

