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	5.1 Students will demonstrate fulfillment of coursework and other pre-degree licensing requirements outlined by the Board of Behavioral Sciences


Initial Evidence of Student Learning:

This past year has seen considerable changes to the curriculum for MS Clinical Psychology graduate students.  We have continually sought to keep up to date with licensing requirements for the Marriage Family Therapy (MFT) license by the California State licensing board, the Board of Behavior Sciences (BBS). In the past year, changes to these requirements by the BBS initially resulted in the early development of a new course in case management and trauma response interventions. However, after further research and increases in the number of units for the MFT license, the MS Clinical Program committee determined that it would pursue the new Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor program of training. To this end, this year the committee has developed two new courses of the required five to be able to offer this program of study to MS Clinical Program graduate students. 
The MFT track in the MS Clinical Program is still running and will be until 2013. We have met all changes in curriculum required by the BBS to date and will have all of these changes in place until 2013. Students continue to graduate at a rate of 85% for each student cohort, and students are either licensed or MFT registered interns at a rate of 80%. In published statistics, 75% of SJSU graduates taking the MFT licensing exam passed the Written portion, and 100% passed the Vignette portion of the exam. These are both significantly higher than average pass rates across all test takers from different universities in California for both the Written and Vignette portions (62% and 61%, respectively).

Change(s) to Curriculum or Pedagogy:

In order to meet the requirements by the BBS for licensure for the new LPCC program and to allow grand-parenting into the LPCC for current MS Clinical graduate students, the following courses were created and taught. Note that these are two courses that exist in the Department of Psychology Course Catalog, but these have not been a part of the MS Clinical program curriculum for at least 15 years and had to be prepared as new courses. 

Summer, 2010 

New course developed and taught to meet LPCC requirements for the area of Group Psychotherapy (PSYC 225).

In order to meet requirements for the coming LPCC license, this course provides instruction in human growth and development including in psychopathology, normal and abnormal behavior, and in developmental crises.

Winter, 2011

New course developed and taught to meet LPCC requirements in the area of Life Span Development Issues (PSYC 212). 
To meet LPCC requirements, this course includes instruction in the theory and practice of group psychotherapy techniques and strategies using both standard and contemporary approaches for group interventions for children, adolescents, adults, and aging populations. 

As part of all of these courses, we included the following as required by the BBS.  (1) Each curse integrated the principles of mental health recovery-oriented care and methods of service delivery in recovery-oriented practice environments; (2) each course integrated an understanding of various cultures and the social and psychological implications of socioeconomic position, and (3), we provided the opportunity for students to meet with various consumers and family members of consumers of mental health services to enhance understanding of their experience of mental illness, treatment, and recovery.
In addition, the current Director of Clinical Training (Chair, MS Clinical Committee) has met with the former Department Chair of Psychology, the current Department Chair, the Dean of the College of Social Sciences, and the Associate Vice President of Graduate Studies and Research to explore how to continue to run the program meeting the LPCC requirements, given its increase in units to complete the degree. While the program will currently be placed on a “hold” for entering class, 2012, we are very optimistic that we will take our first LPCC class in the Fall of 2013.
Evidence of Student Learning after Change.

Because these courses are optional during the current grand-parenting period (note the official requirement begins for the entering class of Fall 2012), approximately 75% of current students enrolled in the Group Psychotherapy summer course (PSYC 225), and 19 students enrolled in the Life Span Development course (PSYC 212) offered this past Winter Session, 2011. Note that six of those students in the PSYC 212 offering were recent graduates from the MS Clinical Program. 

The evidence of the effectiveness of this curriculum change will come from students pursing licensure for the LPCC in the next year. We have striven to make this an option for students graduating from our program and will track these outcomes over the next several years. 
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