

Program Assessment Report


PROGRAM INFORMATION

Date submitted: ____3/18/11_____________

	Degree Program(s):
	BA
	Department:
	Psychology

	Department Chair:
	Ron Rogers
	Phone:
	4-5600

	Report Prepared by:
	Gregory Feist
	Phone:
	4-5617

	Next Self-Study due :
	2014
	E-mail:
	Greg.feist@sjsu.edu

	Note: Schedule is posted at: http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/programplanning/
	
	


ARCHIVAL INFORMATION

	Location:
	
	Person to Contact:
	
	

	
	(Bldg/Room #)
	
	(Name)
	(Phone)


Assessment schedule is posted at http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/assessment 

Please send any changes to the schedule or to student learning outcomes to Jackie Snell jacqueline.snell@sjsu.edu 

	Enter the number and text of the SLO in this box (we post reports by SLO)

1. Knowledge Base of Psychology

2. Research Methods in Psychology

3. Critical Thinking Skills in Psychology

4. Application of Psychology

5. Values in Psychology


Initial Evidence of Student Learning:

[Fall/2010]

In the Spring 2010, the assessment committee for the BA program in Psychology focused on written communication skills and competence as implemented by the department-wide writing policy. However, The department failed to finalize its vote in January 2010 and therefore could only suggest but not require that each instructor teaching courses 100W and above adapt the policy. The intention was to make the policy mandatory for courses at or above 100W and optional for those below by the fall of 2010. However, that did not happen, and so the assessment committee had to change its focus during the Fall of 2010. 

The assessment committee met two times during the Fall of 2010 to organize our assessment plan for this review period. We devised a four-phase assessment plan: 
Phase 1.  

Develop two Strategies


Strategy 1: collect from faculty all current assessments they have built into their 

course that ; 
map courses and assessments on to SLOs

example: In my Psychology 1 course, I have item analyses for questions for the last five years on every exam (Multiple choice); we have had to develop our course around learning outcomes and so have questions targeted these learning outcomes;



The BA program in Psychology has 5 broad Learning Outcomes:

Student Learning Outcomes:

1. Knowledge Base of Psychology – Students will be able to demonstrate familiarity with the major concepts, theoretical perspectives, empirical findings, and historical trends in psychology.

2. Research Methods in Psychology – Students will be able to understand, apply, and communicate basic research methods in psychology, including research design, data analysis, and interpretations.

3. Critical Thinking Skills in Psychology – Students will be able to use critical and creative thinking, skeptical inquiry, and a scientific approach to address issues related to behavior and mental processes.

4. Application of Psychology – Students will be able to apply psychological principles to individual, interpersonal, group, and societal issues.

5. Values in Psychology – Students will value empirical evidence, tolerate ambiguity, act ethically, and recognize their role and responsibility as a member of society

To date, three faculty sent us their course assessment data (Drs. Van Selst, Feist, and Laraway). We received data on the following courses: Psych 1, Psych 120, Psych 155,  Psych 190, and Stat 95. 


Strategy 2:
Supplement already developed assessment items with a standardized survey to administer to course final exams; courses will be those identified as mapping most directly onto the 5 SLOs

Phase 2. Is to collate these responses to both exam questions and survey questions for Psych 1, 120, 155, and 190 as well as Stat 95.  

In February of 2011 we applied for and received a grant from the Psychology Research Committee (PRC) to hire a GA to do the collating and analyzing of data. We are in the process of hiring that graduate student. 

Phase 3: analyze data and write up results for which SLOs are already being assessed by faculty in these core undergraduate courses. Dr. Laraway for example provided the assessment committee with a map of how his Psych 155 exams map on to the five departmental SLOs. 

Phase 4: based on responses and strengths and weakness of students learning, go to the curriculum committee with suggestions for changes to the curriculum 

The final goal is to have measurable evidence that core courses are measuring all of the departmental SLOs and that courses are being changed to address assessed shortcomings in student learning. A final report will be written to close to loop at the end of the next 5-year self-study in the Spring of 2014. 

Change(s) to Curriculum or Pedagogy:

[SEMESTER/YEAR]

None yet. Pending outcome of current assessments. 

Evidence of Student Learning after Change.

[SEMESTER/YEAR]

None yet. Pending outcome of changes to curriculum. 
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