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 The Anthropology department has responsibility for BAs in Anthropology and Behavior Science. It also manages the MA in Applied Anthropology. The department therefore assess SLO’s  in three separate arenas.

	MA in Applied Anthropology

· SLO 5  Fields of Application

Understand personal, political and ethical issues inherent in research and application.




1.1  Data Collection:

[Fall 2010] – For this assessment cycle, how were the data collected and what were the results? 

Assessment of the SLO is ongoing. The SLO is measured through project reports and not through a specific course assignment or rubric.

Rationale

Each student works toward a semester or year long project and so the issues facing each student is different and not easily measured by a standardized rubric. Instead, students are individually assessed relative to the SLO. In essence, this SLO is one of professional training. Several courses in the program specifically target this learning objective in different formats, usually through seminar discussion and readings. However, while students are exposed to the anecdotes and experiences of faculty or various authors, this is not as effective for learning as is the direct experiences students internalize in the course of their term or masters projects.

Assessment Instrument and Data Collection

The instrument to be used for assessment of the SLO is the student project. While no specific rubric is applicable owing to the variability inherent in projects, execution and outcomes can be assessed in a reasonably straightforward manner: Did students design a project that takes into account central political or ethical issues, and did they complete a deliverable demonstrating nuanced understanding of anthropological skills? These may include: sensitivity to client needs, interviewing and other ethnographic methods, recognition and inclusion of stakeholders in project design, and evidence of acquiring the data they needed to realize their project goals. 

Projects culminate in reports, class presentations, and theses. 

Data collection for this SLO consists primarily in assessment of successful completion of projects and individual reflection on these elements of professional research.

The data set for this assessment was five presentations delivered in April in a public forum representing a wide spectrum of research applications ranging from studies about women’s health to archaeological investigations into ancient Hawaiian agricultural development.  Faculty and students were present to share and discuss the outcomes of project design and implementation in the context of the basic tenets embodied by the SLO in question.

Students not only report on their work but focus on the process of their work—personal narratives—and  describe the ways in which they confronted, worked out, or managed the myriad issues related to their particular research problem. Many, though not all, involve inherently sensitive issues owing to the nature of anthropological work involved.

In the cases where sensitive issues were not involved, for instance, archaeological research, there were nonetheless professional, political, and personal issues on which students could reflect.

1.2 What have you learned about this Student Learning Outcome?

[Fall 2010] – Based on the results in part I., briefly summarize the discussion surrounding this outcome, i.e., what does the faculty conclude about student learning for this SLO?

It is the determination of department faculty that students in the Masters Applied Anthropology Program are both exposed to the issues and ethical considerations of the discipline and that they demonstrate a serious understanding based on personal journeys through the project process. For most, this involves careful development of IRB requests which explicitly frame the ethical issues involved in research. For others the process of data collection and analysis brings heightened awareness of political or ethical issues.

A poll of faculty concerning the SLO and opportunities for students to demonstrate competency and awareness found that seven courses have this SLO as a central theme or critical component. In fact, one course has as its title the SLO.  These are ANTH 230 Anthropological Method and Theory, ANTH 231 Applications Core A and ANTH 232 Applications Core B, ANTH 233 Fields of Application, ANTH 234 Advanced Research methods, ANTH273 Systems Approach to Community Health and Program Design, and ANTH 296 A and B  Heritage Management and Advanced Archaeological theory. Embedded in each of these courses are assignments, discussions, and projects requiring students grapple with the key issues comprising the SLO Fields of Application.

1.3 Action Item(s) (if necessary):

[Fall 2010] – Based on the discussion in part II., what actions will the department take to improve student learning, e.g., program changes, changes in pedagogy, process changes, resources requests, etc?

No action is deemed necessary regarding this SLO. These are core issues in Anthropology and are integrated into every course offering within the MA program. 

1.4 Results of Action Items

[Spring 2011 ] – What does assessment of student learning show after implementation of any action items? What, if anything, is planned next?

None to report.

Faculty observing the project reports agree that while not every student faces the same issues in the course of their research, all exhibit knowledge of and an ability to reflect on the core issues of the discipline as they near completion of the program.
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