Sociology Department’s Assessment                         Spring 2011
Graduate Program Goals: The educational goals of the Sociology Department's M.A. Program are:

1. Graduate students will be able to have an appropriate foundation for theory and research methods;

2. Graduate students will be able to develop the skills in communication and critical social inquiry;

3. Graduate students will be able to have a deep understanding and knowledge of the major field in sociology;

4. Graduate students will be able to gain an understanding of - and potential solutions to - current social issues and social problems. 

Graduate Program learning Objectives

	Goal 1:
	Graduate students will be able to have an appropriate foundation for theory and research methods.
	 

	 
	Learning Objective 1: Will be able to evaluate theoretical contributions through historical and contemporary issues such as race/ethnic relations, social political and economic inequalities, work and corrections.
	

	 
	Learning Objective 2: Will be able to critically interpret and evaluate published research, and conduct research by formulating theory-driven research questions.
	

	Goal 2:
	Graduate students will be able to develop the skills in communication and critical social inquiry.
	 

	 
	Learning Objective 3: Will be able to communicate sociological knowledge using oral, written, and other technologically driven mediums.
	

	Goal 3:
	Graduate students will be able to have a deep understanding and knowledge of the major field in sociology.
	 

	 
	Learning Objective 4: Will be able to participate in meaningful and thoughtful dialogues and conversations as educated people.
	

	Goal 4:
	Graduate students will be able to gain an understanding of - and potential solutions to - current social issues and social problems.
	 

	 
	Learning Objective 5: Will be able to participate in a democratic society as critically engaged citizens.
	


Results of the Difference in Pre- and Post-Test Scores

Pre-test was conducted in Soci 200A (Research Methods) which was required for all sociology students. This course as the first part of our research methods sequence is taught only in the fall semester and taken in their first semester.
Post-test was conducted in Soci 201B (Sociological Theory) which was required for all sociology students. This course as the second part of the theory sequence is taught in the spring semester and taken in their last semester. 

Two sets of questions were assessed, each of which had sub-questions based on Sociology Department’s Graduate Program Learning Objectives.

A set of t-tests were conducted to compare pre- and post-tests.

There were 15 students in Soci 200A (53.6%) in Fall 2008 and 13 students in Soci 201B in Spring 2009. Due to a small sample size, we could not analyze the data for Soci 200A in Fall 2009 and for Soci 201B in Sprig 2010. It is because the university limited its admissions to the graduate program. 
(A) How important to you was each of the following in selecting sociology as your major?

(4=very important, 3=somewhat important, 2=somewhat less important, 1=not important)

	Questions
	Mean (N)
	Std Deviation
	T test
	P value

	1.
	Pre 3.71 (14)

Post 3.69 (13)
	0.47
0.63
	0.10
	.919

	2.
	Pre 3.31 (13)

Post 3.38 (13)
	0.63
0.87
	-0.26
	.798

	3.
	Pre 2.30 (10)

Post 2.00 (11)
	1.34
1.18
	0.55
	.592

	4.
	Pre 2.75 (12)

Post 2.08 (12)
	1.06

1.24
	1.42
	.170

	5.
	Pre 2.86 (14)

Post 2.08 (12)
	1.17

1.16
	1.69
	.105

	6.
	Pre 3.17 (12)

Post 2.92 (13)
	1.19
1.38
	0.47
	.643

	7.
	Pre 3.08 (13)

Post 3.31 (13)
	0.76
0.85
	-0.73
	.474

	8.
	Pre 1.25 (12)

Post 1.31 (13)
	0.45
0.63
	-0.26
	.797

	9.
	Pre 2.92 (13)

Post 2.62 (13)
	0.86

1.19
	0.75
	.458

	10.
	Pre 2.17 (12)

Post 1.85 (13)
	1.03
0.80
	0.87
	.392

	11.
	Pre 2.93 (14)

Post 2.77 (13)
	1.14
1.24
	0.35
	.730


Note:
1. I enjoyed the first course I had in sociology.

2. I think it will prepare me for a job helping people.

3. My coursework in sociology at a community college.

4. I am looking for a more general major rather than one focused on a specific career.

5. I think I might like to go into some aspect of social research or research analysis.

6. I want to prepare myself to teach at the high school or college level.

7. I think it might help me to change the society.

8. I heard it was not a difficult major.

9. I think it might help me understand more about myself.

10. I heard good things about the sociology department at SJSU.

11. I think it might help me to understand my place in a global and international world.
Results
There were no significant differences in scores between pre- and post tests.

(B) We have established several educational goals and learning expectations for sociology majors. These goals and expectations are listed below.  For each goal, indicate the extent to which you believe it was attained for your self.

(1=significantly attained, 2= somewhat attained, 3=attained to a small degree, 4=not attained at all)

	Questions
	Mean (N)
	Std Deviation
	t test
	P value

	1.
	Pre 1.47 (15)

Post 1.15 (13)
	0.64
0.38
	1.55
	.134

	2.
	Pre 2.13 (15)

Post 1.62 (13)
	0.92
0.51
	1.81
	.082

	3.
	Pre 1.53 (15)

Post 1.15 (13)
	0.74
0.38
	1.66
	.108

	4.
	Pre 1.67 (15)

Post 1.38 (13)
	0.72
0.51
	1.18
	.250

	5.
	Pre 1.33 (15)

Post 1.23 (13)
	0.49
0.44
	0.58
	.566

	6.
	Pre 1.40 (15)

Post 1.38 (13)
	0.63
0.65
	0.06
	.950

	7.
	Pre 1.93 (15)

Post 1.54 (13)
	0.88
0.52
	1.41
	.170

	8.
	Pre 1.27 (15)

Post 1.38 (13)
	0.46
0.51
	-0.65
	.523

	9.
	Pre 2.07 (15)

Post 1.77 (13)
	0.80
1.01
	0.23
	.819

	10.
	Pre 1.67 (15)

Post 1.54 (13)
	0.72
0.78
	0.45
	.655

	11.
	Pre 1.60 (15)

Post 1.31 (13)
	0.51
0.48
	1.56
	.131

	12.
	Pre 1.67 (15)

Post 1.46 (13)
	0.62

0.66
	0.85
	.403


Note:

1. Understanding social reality and society.

2. Research and statistical skills for evaluating and gathering evidence about social life and social relations.

3. Knowledge about basic concepts such as culture, socialization stratification, institution, self and deviance.

4. Ability to evaluate theoretical contributions and apply social theories to explain historical and contemporary social issues.

5. Understanding the significance of variations by race, social class, gender and age.

6. Ability to think critically about social events and to present opposing viewpoints and alternative hypothesis on various social issues.

7. Basic computer skills necessary to find, communicate, create and apply sociological knowledge and information.

8. Ability to participate in meaningful and thoughtful conversations as educated people.

9. Understanding the place of American society in the international and global world.

10. Ability to understand how to be critically engaged as a citizen of a democratic society.

11. Ability to communicate sociological knowledge orally.

12. Ability to communicate sociological knowledge in writing.

Results

Although there were no statistically significant differences in scores between pre- and post- tests, one question produced almost significant result (Question 2, p=.082). As graduate students progress academically, they tend to state that they have attained research and statistical skills for evaluating and gathering evidence about social life and social relations. A larger sample size may be required to analyze the data.
