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Undergraduate Program Goals: The educational goals of the Sociology Department's B.A. Program are based on a liberal education and the mission statements of San Jose State University and the College of the Social Sciences. There are six distinctive goals:

1. Students will be able to know the discipline and its role in understanding social reality;

2. Students will be able to understand the diversity of American society;

3. Students will be able to understand the role of theory in sociology;

4. Students will be able to understand the role of research methods in sociology;

5. Students will be able to obtain the skills in communication and critical social inquiry; (6) Students will be able to gain an understanding of - and potential solutions to - current social issues and social problems. 

Undergraduate Program Learning Objectives
	Goal 1:
	Students will be able to know the discipline and its role in understanding social reality.

	 
	Learning Objective 1: Will be able to recognize the interaction of social institutions and social structures with the behaviors of individuals and social groups.

	Goal 2:
	Students will be able to understand the diversity of American society.

	 
	Learning Objective 2: Will be able to evaluate the impact of social class, gender, race/ethnicity/immigrant status, age, and sexual orientation on people's chances in life, their practices, and attitudes.

	Goal 3:
	Students will be able to understand the role of theory in sociology.

	 
	Learning Objective 3: Will be able to analyze, explain (orally and in writing), and apply key sociological theories, concepts and terms to social issues.

	Goal 4:
	Students will be able to understand the role of research methods in sociology.

	 
	Learning Objective 4: Will be able to conduct research using sociological methods to study social problems, and will be able to communicate findings to a wider audience.

	Goal 5:
	Students will be able to obtain the skills in communication and critical social inquiry.

	 
	Learning Objective 5: Will be able to communicate sociological knowledge using oral, written, and other technologically driven mediums.

	Goal 6:
	Students be able to gain an understanding of - and potential solutions to - current social issues and social problems.

	 
	Learning Objective 6: Will be able to know how to become critically engaged as part of their roles as citizens in a democratic society.


Results of the Difference in Pre- and Post-Test Scores
Pre-test was conducted in Soci 116 (Global Society) which is a Core GE, Area D3 and required for all sociology students. Most students took this course in their sophomore, or junior year if they were transferred from a community college. For the comparative purpose, we only selected sociology majors, even though other majors were in Soci 116. 
Post-test was conducted in Soci 181 (Internship) which was required for all sociology students. All students took in their senior years after they completed Soci 100W and Soci 101 (Social Theory).
Two sets of questions were assessed, each of which had sub-questions based on Sociology Department’s Undergraduate Program Learning Objectives.

A set of t-tests were conducted to compare pre- and post-tests.

There were 62 students in Soci 116 in Fall 2010, 48 of them were sociology majors (78.7%), while there were 25 students in Soci 181 in Fall 2010. 

(A) How important to you was each of the following in selecting sociology as your major?

(4=very important, 3=somewhat important, 2=somewhat less important, 1=not important)

                                   Table 1

	Questions
	Mean (N)
	Std Deviation
	T test
	P value

	1.
	Pre 3.07 (44)

Post 3.76 (25)
	1.13

0.52
	-2.88
	.005*

	2.
	Pre 3.39 (44)

Post 3.52 (25)
	0.78

0.59
	-0.74
	.461

	3.
	Pre 2.32 (41)

Post 2.52 (23)
	1.19

1.20
	-0.66
	.514

	4.
	Pre 2.40 (43)

Post 2.60 (25)
	1.16

1.11
	-0.85
	.397

	5.
	Pre 1.91 (43)

Post 2.24 (25)
	0.95

1.23
	-1.25
	.216

	6.
	Pre 1.72 (43)

Post 2.24 (25)
	1.03

1.20
	-1.88
	.064

	7.
	Pre 2.88 (43)

Post 3.00 (25)
	1.03

1.04
	-0.45
	.656

	8.
	Pre 1.58 (43)

Post 1.64 (25)
	0.91

1.04
	-0.24
	.808

	9.
	Pre 2.67 (43)

Post 3.00 (25)
	0.94

0.96
	-1.36
	.177

	10.
	Pre 2.26 (43)

Post 2.32 (25)
	1.09

1.03
	-0.24
	.812

	11.
	Pre 2.67 (43)

Post 3.12 (25)
	1.11

1.13
	-1.59
	.117


*p <.01

Note:
1. I enjoyed the first course I had in sociology.

2. I think it will prepare me for a job helping people.

3. My coursework in sociology at a community college.

4. I am looking for a more general major rather than one focused on a specific career.

5. I think I might like to go into some aspect of social research or research analysis.

6. I want to prepare myself to teach at the high school or college level.

7. I think it might help me to change the society.

8. I heard it was not a difficult major.

9. I think it might help me understand more about myself.

10. I heard good things about the sociology department at SJSU.

11. I think it might help me to understand my place in a global and international world.
Results
Based on Table 1, students indicated that their appreciation of the first sociology course increased as they progressed from sophomore/junior to senior year (Question 1, p=.005). Although the result was not statistically significant (p=0.64), their interest in preparing to teach at the high school or college level also increased from as they moved from sophomore/junior to senior year (Question 6). 
(B) We have established several educational goals and learning expectations for sociology majors. These goals and expectations are listed below.  For each goal, indicate the extent to which you believe it was attained for your self.

(1=significantly attained, 2= somewhat attained, 3=attained to a small degree, 4=not attained at all)

                                          Table 2

	Questions
	Mean (N)
	Std Deviation
	t test
	P value

	1.
	Pre 1.44 (45)

Post 1.36 (25)
	0.81

0.70
	0.44
	.664

	2.
	Pre 2.18 (45)

Post 1.76 (25)
	0.96

0.83
	1.83
	.072

	3.
	Pre 1.51 (45)

Post 1.20 (25)
	0.76

0.65
	1.73
	.088

	4.
	Pre 1.73 (45)

Post 1.76 (25)
	0.91

0.88
	-0.12
	.906

	5.
	Pre 1.56 (45)

Post 1.32 (25)
	0.81
0.85
	1.14
	.258

	6.
	Pre 1.51 (45)

Post 1.28 (25)
	0.76
0.68
	1.27
	.209

	7.
	Pre 1.69 (45)

Post 1.48 (25)
	0.79
0.77
	1.07
	.290

	8.
	Pre 2.38 (45)

Post 1.92 (25)
	0.89
0.95
	2.02
	.048*

	9.
	Pre 2.78 (45)

Post 3.52 (25)
	0.79
0.71
	1.35
	.182

	10.
	Pre 1.64 (45)

Post 1.36 (25)
	0.71
0.76
	1.57
	.122

	11.
	Pre 1.69 (45)

Post 1.64 (25)
	0.87

0.81
	0.23
	.819

	12.
	Pre 1.80 (45)

Post 1.76 (25)
	0.89

0.72
	0.19
	.849

	13.
	Pre 1.73 (45)

Post 1.52 (25)
	0.89

0.77
	1.01
	.317

	14.
	Pre 1.64 (45)

Post 1.48 (25)
	0.77

0.71
	0.88
	.384


*p<.05
Note:

1. Understanding social reality and society.

2. Research and statistical skills for evaluating and gathering evidence about social life and social relations.

3. Knowledge about basic concepts such as culture, socialization stratification, institution, self and deviance.

4. Knowledge about applying sociological theories to explain social issues.

5. Understanding how institutions like the family, education, and the economy are interrelated.

6. Understanding the significance of variations by race, social class, gender and age.

7. Ability to think critically about social events and to present opposing viewpoints and alternative hypothesis on various social issues.

8. Basic computer skills necessary to find, communicate, create and apply sociological knowledge and information.

9. Understanding the internal diversity of American society.

10. Understanding cultures different from our own.

11. Understanding the place of American society in the international and global world.

12. Ability to understand how to be involved as a citizen in a democratic society.

13. Ability to communicate sociological knowledge orally.

14. Ability to communicate sociological knowledge in writing.

Results
Table 2 indicates that their basic computer skills necessary to find, communicate, create and apply sociological knowledge and information increased as they progressed from sophomore/junior to senior year (Question 8, p=.048).  Two additional questions (Questions 2 and 3) produced almost statistically significant results (p=.072, 0.88, respectively). Students showed improvement for their research and statistical skills for evaluating and gathering evidence about social life and social relations from their sophomore/junior to senior year.  Also, their knowledge about basic concepts such as culture, socialization, stratification, institution, self and deviance has increased.

