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Undergraduate Studies Committee

 Minutes

April 18, 2007
Representatives:

Present:  Lynda Heiden (Chair), Susan McClory, Benjamin Henderson, Gonzaga Da Gama, Laura Ingraham, Maureen Smith, Weider Yu 

Absent:  Seiichiro (Keach) Inaba, Robert Cooper
Visitors:  Gloria Edwards, Fred Matthews, Janet Von Swoll, Debra David
I. Unfinished Business

A. Proposed BFA in Dance

Both Fred Matthews and Janet Von Swoll attended the Undergraduate Studies Committee Meeting to answer any further questions the Committee might have about the BFA in Dance proposal.  
The Committee felt that the correction of a few minor errors and the additional information previously discussed should be incorporated into the BFA in Dance proposal.  Once these changes are integrated, and the proposal is put into the new format required by the Chancellor’s Office, the proposal will be ready to be forwarded to the Curriculum and Research Committee.
The last meeting of the Curriculum and Research Committee is April 30th.  Because of the tight timeline, both Fred Mathews and Janet Von Swoll felt that they would not be able to fully complete the document with modifications by that date.  The proposal is set to be sent as soon as it is complete and we will try to have it on the Agency for the first Curriculum and Research Committee Meeting in the Fall.  
ACTION ITEM:  The Dance Program will complete their proposal (including all the modifications) and send an electronic and hard copy to both Lynda Heiden and Bob Cooper.  Lynda will then contact Curriculum and Research Committee and arrange for the proposal to be put on their Agenda.
B. LPP Grants

ACTION ITEM:  Lynda Heiden will complete short guidelines for the Implementation phase of the LPP grant.  This information will be sent (along with the updated cover sheet) to the principle in each of the LPP grants awarded in the Spring of 2007.
II. The Minutes for April 3, 2007, were unanimously approved.  
III. New Business
A. Minor in Education

A proposed new Minor in Education was submitted.  The Committee had the following questions:

1. The Committee would like to know if other Departments in Education have been contacted about this proposal.  For example, a question was raised about EDTE 190, Health Education for the Classroom Teacher.  Currently CHAD offers CHAD 149, Child Health and Physical Activity, to undergraduate Education majors.  EDTE 190 is usually required in the post-baccalaureate certificate program.  Will this change impact enrollment in CHAD 149?  Are there other classes in other department that might be impacted?  
2. The Committee would like to see some information about comparable programs at other schools.  
3. One of the stated reasons for the proposed Minor is to “create a more visible education presence at the undergraduate level.”  The Committee was unclear about the meaning of this phrase.  SJSU is an educational institution and all degrees offered here should have a ‘presence’.
4. Another stated reason for the proposed Minor is to “offer an alternative plan for studying education as an undergraduate”.  A stronger rationale and statement of the benefits of this plan need to be provided in the proposal.  While the benefits to those seeking credentialing were addressed, it is unclear if there are benefits to those who do not plan to pursue post-graduate work.
5. It was felt that a Minor in Education will make the teacher credential program more visible to students.  The packaging of courses in the Minor is such that students will be able to take some of the courses required for their credential prior to graduation, thus cutting down on the amount of time needed for post-graduation credentialing.  While this has potential benefits to students, it may also complicate student advising and impact student status for credentialing.  For example, what will happen if a student in the Minor fails one of the classes?  They may graduate without the Minor, but will still have an “F” on their transcript.  How would this, or other possible scenarios, be handled at the teaching credential level?  Additionally, how many classes can be transferred into the teacher credential program?

6. Where will the Minor be housed?  Who will cover the advising?

7. Will other schools honor the Minor and allow a student to get credit in their teacher credential program?

8. How many students do you anticipate choosing this option?  Will this impact faculty workload?

ACTION ITEM:  Lynda Heiden will forward a list of questions to Education.  They will be invited to attend the next UGS Committee Meeting is discuss any further issues with the Committee.

B. The Last Meeting of the USG Committee will be May 2, 2007.
ACTION ITEM:  At that meeting the Annual Summary will be distributed and the Committee will elect a new Chair for the 2007-2008 year.
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