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Undergraduate Studies Committee

 Minutes

18 February 2009
Representatives:

Present:  Lynda Heiden (Chair), Wei-Chien Lee, Ravisha Mathur, Gonzaga Da Gama, Reza Kelly
Absent:  Bob Cooper, Weider Yu, Damien Bacich, Linzey Hypes, Laura Ingraham
Ex-officio:  Steve Branz

Visitor: Bradley Jackson (Mathematics)
I. Approval of Minutes

Minutes of February 4, 2009, were unanimously approved.
II. New Business

BS, Applied and Computational Mathematics, changing emphases to concentrations.  
The Mathematics Department has had a degree in Applied Mathematics for the past 10 years.  In the past, Applied Mathematics and Applied Mathematics with a concentration in Statistics were separate degrees.  In the late 1990’s the campus was asked to reduce low-enrollment concentrations, and at that time, Statistics became an emphasis under Applied and Computational Mathematics.  Two years ago, the emphasis in Economics, Finance and Actuarial Science was added and has become the most popular of all of the emphases.
Because the number of students in Applied Mathematics has grown and each emphasis is at around 15 majors, the Department of Mathematics is requesting that these three emphases become concentrations.
Some of the problems that the Mathematics Department has encountered because all these emphases are included in the same degree include:

1. Difficulty in interpreting the degree without advising.

2. Because of the complexity in interpreting the degree, the degree audit is inaccurate.  

The Committee is supportive of the move from emphases to concentrations, but would like to see the following items included in the proposal:

1. The inclusion of a memo or email from both Economics and Business supporting the concentration in Economics, Finance and Actuarial Science. 

2. The inclusion of both degree templates and Academic Major/Minor Program forms for each of the new concentrations.

3. A statement about the distribution of majors in each concentration.

4. Information on the unique units in each degree.

Action Item:  The UGS Committee asked that the revisions to the proposal are made and brought back to the Committee.  If the revisions are available by February 27th, the Committee should be able to review the proposal at their 3/4/09 meeting.
III. Upcoming Business

A. The Minor in Meteorology, Climate Changes solutions (changes and updates) will be available 2/27/09.  If the materials are received by that date, the Committee will review the changes at the 3/4/09 Meeting.
B. The Management Information Systems department is changing their department name to Information Systems.  They would like to change their degree title to the same name.  The Committee plans to review this proposal at the 3/4/09 Meeting

C. LPP Grants.  The Implementation Grants.
This year the Committee would like to make April 1st the due dates for the LPP Implementation Grants.  
Action Item:  The Implementation Grants Application Proposal will be sent to the UGS Committee for input.  Once any changes have been made, the information will be sent to all of the LPP recipients.

This year the Committee would like all of the recipients of the LPP Discovery Grants to make a presentation of their results to date, and where they hope to go with the Implementation Grant.  To have these presentations, the Committee has requested that an additional 2-hour meeting be held either Friday, April 3 or Friday April 10.
Action Item:  The Committee will be polled for their availability.  Once the date is determined, the LPP recipients will be sent information on the due date for the LPP Implementation Grant and date of their presentation.
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