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Undergraduate Studies Committee

 Minutes

February 20, 2008

Representatives:

Present:   Damian Bacich, Robert Cooper, Ravisha Mathur, Susan McClory (Acting Chair), Jackie Snell, Weider Yu, Laura Ingraham

Absent:     Lynda Heiden, Gonzaga DaGama

Ex-officio: Debra David, Gloria Edwards

Visitor:      Chris Jochim (Humanities)
I. February 6, 2008, minutes were unanimously approved with minor corrections.

II. New Business

A.  B.A. Liberal Studies, Concentration in Cross Cultural Education

The Committee had a number of questions about this concentration:

1. The title of the concentration is cross-cultural education, but the concentration seems to be in Mexican and, possibly, American education. There does not appear to be a Philosophy of Education course about the US nor classes in cross-cultural education.  This appears to be a liberal studies degree with a Study Abroad component.  What about renaming the concentration?

2. Call this concentration a ‘teacher preparation’ concentration may be misleading to the student.  If one year is taken with Study Abroad, what classes in teacher preparation do students miss?  
3. There was some confusion about the IP Program.   Could you input information about the IP Program into the materials about the concentration?

4. The Committee would like the department to address how many students they feel will take this concentration.

5.  While the proposal spoke of the global need for a concentration such as this, it did not address the need on our campus.  If this program is not common throughout the CSU system this could, potentially, be a draw for SJSU.  Where will these students come from?

6. What career path(s) are open to students once they complete the program?  Of particular concern is that California does not have bilingual teaching certificates.  California teachers cannot speak Spanish in the classroom unless it is an immersion program.  If this program assumes that students will go on to receive a teaching credential, they will not be able to be certified in bilingual or cross-cultural education in California.

7.  How will the concentration be marketed to students? (Of particular concern is implying that students will have some sort of bilingual certification.)

8.  How would a student complete the program if he or she dropped one of the classes while studying abroad?

9.  Is it possible for a transfer student to complete this program?

10.  Is there an alternative route for heritage Spanish speakers that would not entail completing all of the listed Spanish classes? If so, please indicate this path in the degree requirements?

11.  Is there an alternative route for students who have a strong background in Spanish to waive or test out of some of the required classes?  If so, it would be helpful to have that spelled out in the degree requirements.

In concept, the Undergraduate Studies Committee liked the idea of having a degree with a Study Abroad and intensive language component.  The Committee wants the proposal be as strong as possible before passing it along to the Curriculum and Research Committee.  

ACTION ITEM:  The Undergraduate Studies Committee will send the Department of Humanities a list of questions that they would like to have answered prior to voting on passing the proposal to the Curriculum and Research Committee.

B. Minor in Green Engineering

The Committee did not have time to discuss this Minor.  Questions and/or concerns will be submitted to Undergraduate Studies so that we may forward them to Dr. Backer.  Dr. Backer will be asked to attend the next meeting of the UGS Committee
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