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Undergraduate Studies Committee

 Minutes

February 6, 2008
Representatives:

Present:   Robert Cooper, Ravish Mathur, Susan McClory (Acting Chair), Jackie Snell, Weider Yu, Laura Ingraham
Absent:     Lynda Heiden, Damian Bacich, Gonzaga DaGama
Ex-officio: Debra David, Gloria Edwards

Visitor:      John Engell (English and Comparative Literature)
I. December 5, 2007 Minutes were unanimously approved with minor corrections.

II. New Business

B.A. English, Concentration in Creative Writing

Susan McClory completed a survey of Creative Writing Degrees in the CSU (see attachment) for the Committee’s review.  

This new concentration will not require any additional classes.  The Department is inactivating ENGL 132 and inserting ENGL 193C into the curriculum.  ENGL 193C will become the capstone seminar in the Creative Writing concentration.  

Dr. Engell expressed that a Creative Writing concentration was expected to attract students that somewhat overlap with those interested in literature.  However, creative writing is the single fastest area of growth in the Humanities.  The creative writing classes at SJSU are very popular courses and the department could probably fill additional sections even without adding this concentration.

Dr. Engell stated that the Creative Writing programs at some other universities focus on writing workshops.  SJSU, however, would like to give students a broad exposure to both literature and writing.  The English and Creative Writing concentration share many of the same core courses and this is by design.  The Department feels that reading is as important as writing and that student will receive basic training in literature, making this a liberal arts degree, not a BFA.

Many private liberal arts colleges have added a significant component in creative writing to their curriculum.  For most of these colleges, creative writing has been integrated into the liberal arts degree.

When asked if the department had surveyed current students, Dr. Engell indicated that current students were unsure if they would switch to a Creative Writing concentration.  This could be because they are already through most of their program or that, since it was never an option, it is something they just had not thought about.

All English minors will stay the same.  Creative Writing is now the most popular minor.  The feeling is that the concentration in Creative Writing might draw some of students into English.  Those taking the Creative Writing minor are mostly from Humanities and the Arts; Social Science, but they do get student from all disciplines.  It is believed that the Department can expect to attract some additional majors by adding this concentration.

Based on the responses from Dr. Engell and the research of the Undergraduate Studies Committee, the concentration in Creative Writing was unanimously approved for submission to the Curriculum and Research Committee

ACTION ITEM:  Susan McClory will forward the concentration in Creative Writing to the Curriculum and Research Committee

III. Unfinished Business

A. The request from Computer Science to keep the current degree requirements at 121 units was extended to next semester.

This request was originally discussed by the Undergraduate Studies Committee on November 21, 2007.  The minutes of that discussion are below:

“Computer Science.  A request was made to extend the current degree requirements of 121 units for Computer Science majors. The Chancellor's Office mandates that any degree program requiring more than 120 units must justify the need for excess units for the major.  Additionally, there is an Executive Order requiring any program with more than 120 units to justify the continuation of greater than 120 units each time that programs goes through program review.  

The intent of this Executive Order is that, as departments change and update their courses, they may be able to find ways to reduce the need for more than 120 units.  

The Computer Science Department is in the process of Program Review and, as part of that procedure, is requesting that the 121 units required for the BS in Computer Science be continued.  The document requesting continuation of the 121 units submitted for Program Review is very similar to that that was submitted in 2003, when the Chancellor’s Office first required departments to justify exceeding the 120 unit limit on degree programs.  

The Committee discussed criteria needed to guide review of degree programs requesting more than 120 units, specifically addressing whether the number of units should impact the level of justification required (e.g., should less extensive justification be required for a 121 unit program than a 125 unit program?). After much discussion, the Committee decided that any program with more than 120 units would need to present a complete justification for continued operation at that level. “
Based on this discussion and the Computer Science Department’s desire to receive a formal request from the Undergraduate Studies Committee asking them to provide a more thorough justification, including a survey of comparable institutions and a pedagogical argument, the Chair of UGS will forward a request for more information to the Computer Science Department.  
ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Heiden will forward a formal request for further justification for the extension of the excess of 120 units to Computer Science.
B. The request from Nursing to keep the current degree requirements at 131 units
Nursing stated that they should be exempt from the 120 units, in part, because of the GE requirements at San José State University.  However, in looking at their materials, they can only justify going to 123 units, not the 131 they are requesting.  San Francisco State University is at 120 units for their nursing degree, while Humboldt State is at 124 units. 

To recommend approval of the Nursing degree program, the Undergraduate Studies Committee will need a breakdown of units.  How are 131 units required in the degree if there are only 48 units of GE and 58 units in the major (as stated on the paperwork submitted by Nursing)?  If accreditation is an issue, how can San Francisco State University have a 120 unit degree?
ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Heiden will forward a formal request for further justification for the extension of the excess of 120 units to the School of Nursing.
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