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Undergraduate Studies Committee

 Minutes

March 21, 2007

Representatives:

Present:  Lynda Heiden (Chair), Robert Cooper, Seiichiro (Keach) Inaba, Benjamin Henderson (student representative)

Absent:  Susan McClory, Gonzaga Da Gama, Laura Ingraham, Maureen Smith, Weider Yu 

Visitors:  Gloria Edwards, Fred Matthews, Janet Von Swoll

I. Proposed BFA in Dance

Committee members raised several questions regarding the BFA in Dance proposal in the initial review of the program.  The Dance Program responded to these comments via email and attended the UGS Meeting to discuss any further questions the committee might have.

In their response to Committee questions, the Dance program provided information on:

1. Comparable CSU Programs;

2. Why the SFSU program was suspended;

3. Discussion of enrollment issues that may emerge as a consequence of splitting a small major;

4. Expanding the information on the limited number of BFA programs in both the state and the bay-area;

5. More information on the differences between the BA and the BFA degrees;

6. More information on the academic portion of the program (theory classes);

7. Electives available to Dance students outside of Dance;

8. Some inconsistent data points.

Both Fred Matthews and Janet Von Swoll were available to discuss each of these points.  The Committee recommended that the Dance program incorporate additional information provided by the Committee and include it in their proposal.  This includes the following:

1. Include in the discussion of comparable BFA program a statement indicating that other programs have not been developed or maintained in Northern California in part because of the their inability to meet accreditation standards.  The SJSU program is already accredited for the BA program and feels that they will not have difficulty in gaining and maintaining accreditation for the BFA program.

2. The growth in programs in Southern California demonstrates the demand for this type of program.  The Committee felt that providing some figures demonstrating this growth would help strengthen the proposal. 
3. It is important that the proposal makes it clear that BFA students may take electives from outside of the program.  Page: 2


It is important to clarify in the proposal that BFA students may include electives from outside of the department.  It was recommended that examples be included to enhance clarification.

4. Make sure that the BA degree program information adds up to 120 units.

5. Make sure that the Dance Program can justify 132 units for the BFA.  While a BFA degree has traditionally been 132 units, the CSU will carefully scrutinize the units required.  A separate vote will be needed to approve units beyond 120, so the proposal would be strengthened by either reducing the number of units required, or justifying the need for the addition 12 units over the 120 units required for most baccalaureate degrees.

6. The Committee recommended that the program insert some verbiage indicating that a student would need to be CSU eligible (in addition to the audition), to be accepted into the program.

7. Because course titles do not allow adequate evaluation of course content, the Committee felt it would be helpful to include course descriptions for at least some class offerings.  The primary concern was that the academic  components of the major were not evident, such as inclusion of theory in the requirements for the major.    

ACTION ITEM:  The Dance Program will revise their proposal and send an electronic and had copy version to the next UGS Committee.

ACTION ITEM:  Gloria Edwards will send the Dance program the URL for the new CSU guidelines for a new degree program.

II. New Business

A. Faculty granted LPP monies have requested information about end-of-year reports and the format for requesting continued funding for Fall2007. It was determined that they will need to report their progress on each goal identified in their original proposal and planned activities to further these goals during the Fall 2007 semester.

ACTION ITEM:  Change the LPP Contact sheet to include the requestors name, department, email, and telephone number leaving space for both a printed and written name for the requestor, the Chair and the Dean or Associate Dean.

B. Name changes.

The following departments wish to change the name of their degree:

1. Art History would like to change their name to Art History and Visual Culture.

2. Occupational Therapy needs to change the name of their undergraduate degree because their accreditation agency will only allow a graduate program to be called “occupational therapy’

C. New degree programs

Kinesiology with a concentration in Athletic Training needs to become a separate degree (Athletic Training) for continued certification.

D. New Minors

Industrial and Systems Engineering would like to create a new minor.

ACTION ITEM:  The Committee will contact each department to let them know what they will need to do to present their materials to the UGS Committee.

III.  Minutes for the 2/7/2007 meeting were approved.
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