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Undergraduate Studies Committee

 Minutes

March 5, 2008

Representatives:

Present:   Damian Bacich, Robert Cooper, Ravisha Mathur, Susan McClory (Acting Chair), Jackie Snell, Weider Yu

Absent:     Lynda Heiden, Gonzaga DaGama, Laura Ingraham

Ex-officio: Debra David, Gloria Edwards

Visitor:      Pat Backer (Engineering)
I. February 20, 2008, minutes were unanimously approved with minor corrections.

II. Unfinished Business

A. Minor in Green Engineering

The Committee had a number of questions about this minor:

1. What are the anticipated enrollments in the program?  Dr. Backer stated that all of the courses are popular even without the minor.  They anticipate that the enrollment would start with 18-20 students and that they would end up with 40-50 students in the Minor.

It is probably true that more students are likely to take 1 or 2 classes rather than complete the minor.  Engineering has found that the business minor has been very successful for engineers.  They currently have 74 students that have started the business minor.  Dr. Backer believes that Green engineering will have the same sort of pull.

2. This minor is an interdisciplinary minor.  Engineering worked closely with Environmental Studies.  The Committee wondered how this minor would effect Environmental studies.  Dr. Backer felt that since the classes for the minor were picked with Environmental Studies, enrollments in their classes are not anticipated to be a problem.

3. There was a question about one of the classes in the minor, ENGR 102.  Currently this class (one of the requirements for the minor) is restricted to engineering majors.  The Committee wanted to know if this minor was anticipated to continue to be for engineering majors only.

Dr. Backer indicated that the College of Engineering would initially like to keep this minor quite small.  Since this is one of the first endeavors to have an interdisciplinary program (other than with Business), they want the opportunity to work out any problems prior to opening it up to the wider campus community.  If it looks feasible, it will be opened to all students.  It is anticipated that most of the students that will be interested in this minor will be from Environmental Studies, Biology, Physics and Chemistry.

4. The Committee has questions about comparable minors.  VA Tech is the only school that could be found with a similarly titled minor.  However, there is a lot of interest in Green Engineering and, if successful, Engineering will offer a certificate and possibly a MSE in Green Engineering.  

The Committee does not see a down-side to this minor.  Once in place it could be a draw for SJSU.

ACTION ITEM:  The Committee asked that Dr. Backer include a paragraph in the proposal addressing long-term goals, especially pulling out the restriction of engineering only students on ENGR 102.  Once this paragraph is received, the Committee felt that the proposal would be strong enough to be sent on to Curriculum and Research for their review.  Susan McClory will send an e-mail to Curriculum and Research forwarding the proposal along with the endorsement of the Undergraduate Studies Committee.

B. Natural Science degree name change proposal.

The Committee felt that the proposal was straight-forward and that the department of Biological Sciences was just trying to stay current.

ACTION ITEM:  The committee unanimously approved the proposed degree name change and will forward the proposal to Curriculum and Research

C. BS, Liberal Studies, Concentration in Studies in Cross Cultural Education proposal

The list of questions was sent to the department and the Committee is awaiting a response.

III. New Business

A.  First Year Experience (FYE) Guidelines

The FYE Guidelines were distributed to the Undergraduate Studies Committee for their feedback prior to presenting the proposal to the Academic Senate. Dr. David briefly reviewed the proposal for the Committee. 

FYE courses are currently available for new first time freshmen. The new policy proposal focuses on making a  FYE course mandatory for first time freshmen.  FYE courses are widely available in colleges and universities and they have been studied extensively.  At most institutions, FYE courses have a positive influence in terms of student retention, attitudes, connection to the University, etc.  At SJSU, these courses are new and have not been comprehensively studied.

 To handle the extra load of classes FYE classes will follow two different models:

1. Standard MUSE model;

2. Large lectures with small activities or discussion sections (similar to SCI 2).

If FYE courses become mandatory it is anticipated that there will be some more development of ‘standard’ MUSE classes, but the real growth would be in the second model.

Part of the proposal includes folding MUSE classes into the regular GE review process.  

Oversight of FYE courses will be something similar to the GE Advisory Panels (GEAPS).  The GE content of the FYE courses would be handled by the Board of General Studies and the FYE content of FYE courses would be handled by the FYE oversight committee.

Instructors of FYE courses would be required to attend a faculty workshop and have some familiarity working with first year students. Faculty would be able to receive the appropriate background through faculty development workshops, team teaching a FYE course with an instructor experienced in first year students, review of literature on first-year students, etc.  It is hoped that these restrictions would assure that experienced faculty will teach all FYE course. 

B. LPP Grants

Due to the budget cuts, we do not know if SJSU will receive monies to fund LPP grants in the coming year.  We are awaiting confirmation of the monies before we determine the timing and approval of the second phase (implementation phase) of those LPP grants funding in the 07-08 Academic Year.

ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Cooper will write to all the LPP recipients who received monies for the Spring and/or Summer letting them know that there is a question about funding the next phase of their research
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