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Undergraduate Studies Committee

 Minutes

October 3, 2007

Representatives:

Present:  Lynda Heiden (Chair), Gonzaga Da Gama, Ravisha Mathur, Susan McClory, Weider Yu, Robert Cooper

Visitors:  Debra David, Gloria Edwards, Jackie Snell, Marti Southam
I. September 19, 2007 Minutes were unanimously approved with the correction of two typographical errors.

II. Introductions, Jackie Snell attended the meeting.  She will be a new member of the Committee starting with the next meeting.

III. Unfinished business

A. Name change for BS, Occupational Therapy.
In April, 2007, the Undergraduate Studies Committee approved the name change for the BS, Occupational Therapy to BS, Occupational Studies.  The department was seeking the name change to be in compliance with the accreditation agency (ACOTE) which has suggested that no BS programs to be called ‘Occupational Therapy’.  This title is only available to MS programs

The proposed name change was forwarded to the Curriculum and Research Committee and denied.  C & R felt that the name, Occupational Studies, was too generic and implied a business component rather than a therapeutic component to the degree.  The proposal was, therefore, returned to UGS.

Through discussion with Marti Southam, Department Chair, Occupational Therapy, the UGS Committee was informed that Occupational Therapy at SJSU is a combined degree (BS/MS).  Student usually completes the BS and, if they meet the requirements, immediately go on to the MS.  However, some students do not meet the requirements for the MS, and these students only complete the BS.  The following possible names were proposed and discussed:

1. Human Occupations  

2. Human Occupational Studies

3. Occupational Health

4. Occupational Science

5. pre-Occupational Therapy

6. Occupational Professions

7. Occupational Therapy studies

8. Applied Occupational Science

9. Applied Life Occupational

10. Occupational Activity Studies

11. Occupational Challenges Studies

12. Occupational Wellness Studies

13. Occupational Adaptation Studies

Of these suggestions, both the Committee and Dr. Southam believe that Occupational Adaptation Studies is the best title for the BS degree.  Dr. Southam will take this name back to the Occupational Therapy faculty for approval.  If the OT faculty approves the new name, the proposal for a name change to BS, Occupational Adaptation Studies will be forwarded to C & R.

ACTION ITEM:  Marti Southam will meet with the OT faculty for a vote on the degree name change and contact Lynda Heiden with the results.  If it is positive, Dr. Heiden will forward the name change to the Curriculum and Research Committee.

B. Proposed BS, Environmental Studies, Environmental Restoration & Natural Resource Management.

Dr. Heiden contacted the Environmental Studies department and presented Biology’s objections to the title of the concentration.  Environmental Studies feels that the title of the concentration fairly represents the material covered and they do not want to consider other names.  The Biology Department continues to be concerned about the name.  

To try and understand the issues, Lynda Heiden brought information to the Committee about different programs in Environmental Restoration & Natural Resource Management.  Her research revealed some programs with similar names that were based in science and some programs that were interdisciplinary and had a broader focus.  In looking at employment opportunities, it appears that companies involved in Natural Resource management hire both specialists and generalists.

Since both departments have valid points, it was moved and seconded that Undergraduate Studies Committee send the proposal for the concentration in Environmental Restoration and Natural Resource Management forward to the C&R Committee with a recommendation for approval with the caveat that there is a dispute between the departments of Environmental Studies and Biology in regards to the name proposed for the concentration.  Five (5) committee members voted in favor with one (1) abstention.

ACTION ITEM:  Lynda Heiden will forward the proposed new concentration to the Curriculum and Research Committee and will be available to present the results of her research.  It is recommended that both Environmental Studies and Biology be apprised of the meeting date when the proposal will be discussed.
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