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Undergraduate Studies Committee

 Minutes

September 06, 2006
Representatives:  

Present: Lynda Heiden (Chair), Gonzaga Da Gama, Susan McClory, Maureen Smith
Absent: Seiichiro Inaba, Weider Yu
Resigned:  Janie Chang

Ex Officio:  

Present:  Robert Cooper 
Visitors:

Present:  Emily Wughalter, Deanna Fassett, Gloria Edwards
Representatives from the Biology Department:

Present: Jerry Smith, Shannon Bros, Mike Kutilek

I. Introduction of Committee Members and discussion of committee membership

All the members of the Committee who were present introduced themselves.  There was discussion about there being no representatives from the College of Humanities and the Arts and the College of Business.  Janie Chang resigned late last year and the Committee needs another representative from the College of Business needs to replace her.  One of the student representatives had a class meeting on Wednesday from noon to 1:00 p.m. and will be unable to attend any of the meetings.  

Action Item:  Lynda Heiden will contact the Associated Students to get another student representative.

II. Unfinished Business

A. B.A. Natural Science, Concentration in Biodiversity Stewardship
A copy of the Proposed B.A. in Natural Science with a Concentration in Biodiversity Stewardship was distributed.  Three representatives from the Biology Department attended to be available to answer any questions.  The B.A. was presented last year and the Committee recommended that the Department of Environmental Studies and the Biology Department work together to reach consensus about the necessity and requirements for the degree.  The departments met and data was presented indicating that the Department of Environmental Studies no longer opposes the degree.  
The new degree, while not requiring a specific Minor, makes a minor in Environmental Studies very easy.  As presented, it is hoped that the Department of Environmental Studies will receive higher enrollments due to this degree and minor.
After the three representatives from the Biology Department left, the Committee discussed the potential impact on with the Environmental Studies Department and the possible overlap in the curriculum with Environmental Studies.  After further discussion it was determined to the satisfaction of the Committee that the Biodiversity Stewardship degree is a distinct degree concentration with appropriate breadth and depth.  It was recommended and seconded that the degree proposal be forwarded to the C & R.  The motion was unanimously adopted by the Committee.

B. Discussion of Honors College.

Last year the Committee recommended that the Honors College proposal be forwarded to the C & R Committee.  The Honors College is on the Agenda for the next C & R Committee meeting.
C. Discussion of required advising

After approval of the Committee, the required advising proposal was taken to the C & R Committee and then on to the Academic Senate.  The proposal was defeated due to work load concerns from many of the faculty. 

Dr. Cooper would like to revisit this issue by finding a way to assure that students are made aware of their academic progress toward a degree program without involving more faculty advising time.  Possible ideas for further discussion are:

1. Requiring all students to run a degree audit on PeopleSoft at least once a year.
2. Using Peer Advisors as academic advisors.
3.  The WST required earlier in a student’s program.
Action Item:  All Committee members should think about how SJSU can systematically assure student awareness of their degree progress and help students reduce the number of excess units need to receive a degree.  This item will be on the next Agenda.
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