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Undergraduate Studies Committee

 Minutes

17 September 2008

Representatives:

Present:     Bob Cooper, Lynda Heiden (Chair), Gonzaga Da Gama, Nadia Sorkhabi, Weider Yu, Wei-Chien Lee, Damien Bacich, Laura Ingraham, Linzey Hypes

Visitor:      Gloria Edwards, Anu Basu (Business)

I. Approval of Minutes

Minutes of September 3, 2008, were unanimously approved.

II. Unfinished Business

A. LPP Deadline for Spring 2009 grants.

In the past the deadline for the LPP grants was around the 3rd week in November.  This gave the UGS Committee little time to review the grants and contact the recipient before the end of the semester.  The deadline this year will be October 20th at 5:00 p.m.  

ACTION ITEM:  The UGS Committee will review the LPP application and send any suggestions or comments to Lynda Heiden by Monday, September 22nd.  Dr. Heiden will incorporate all the input she receives and return the materials to Undergraduate Studies by Wednesday, September 24th.  A notice of the LPP grant application will be sent to all the Chairs, Directors and Deans for dispersal to faculty by Thursday, September 25th.

B. BS. Kinesiology Athletic Training
Currently the Kinesiology department has a B.S. in Kinesiology with a concentration in Athletic Training.  The accrediting agency for Athletic Training is now requiring departments to have a degree entitled "B.S. in Athletic Training" to maintain their current level of accreditation.  The requirements of the current degree offered in Kinesiology, the B.S. in Kinesiology with a concentration in Athletic Training, will not change, only the title will be changed.

Although this matter was discussed in the Undergraduate Studies Committee previously, it was never written into the minutes. In revisiting the issue, the Undergraduate Studies Committee approved the proposed change in the degree title from B.S., Kinesiology, concentration in Athletic Training to B.S., Athletic Training.

ACTION ITEM:  The UGS Committee unanimously approved the motion to forward the B.S. in Athletic Training on to the Curriculum and Research Committee for approval.

C. 120 unit exemption for Computer Science.

Last year the Computer Science department sent in a request for their degree to continue to exceed the 120 unit requirement.  The UGS Committee asked for further information.

Now the accrediting agency for the department of Computer Science, ABET, has revised their requirements.  Based on this new information, the department may need to make some modification to their current degree program.  Because the degree is now under review, the approval of the 120 unit exemption has been tabled until the changes to the degree have been completed.

III.  New Business

A. BS, Business Administration, concentration in Entrepreneurship (Anu Basu)

Dr. Basu gave a brief background for the proposed B.S., Business Administration, concentration in Entrepreneurship.  Dr. Basu was hired in 2003 with the expectation that she would be able to assist the College of Business (COB) in setting up an entrepreneurship program.  Given the entrepreneurial accomplishments of many in Silicon Valley, there is significant student and community interest in this area. 

Results of student surveys conducted by the COB have shown significant student interest in entrepreneurship.  Encouraging this interest, the COB developed the Neat Ideas Fair and the Business Plan Competition.  Both competitions have been growing in the number of participants, with students from Business, Engineering, Biotechnology and Industrial Design participating in each event.  Dr. Basu emphasized that these competitions are open to ALL students and hopes that both competitions will incorporate a greater portion of SJSU’s student body over time. 

Interest and support for this concentration in the business community was verified by the support letters from local businesses included in the application for the concentration. 

The proposed concentration will be multi-disciplinary within the COB, using courses from Marking, Finance and Organization and Management.  While the proposal will use the same business core, the Entrepreneurship concentration will consist of three classes which already exist and will rely on other courses being developed.  

The UGS Committee noted that the proposed degree concentration seemed included education in for-profit social entrepreneurship, but did not provide for an emphasis on non-profit work.  There was discussion about other entrepreneurial areas such as Green Entrepreneurship, Social Justice and Social Entrepreneurship that is either currently included or planned for Special Topics classes (starting with Green Entrepreneurship).  The committee was satisfied that the education and training as proposed would allow students to gain expertise relevant to non-profit endeavors.
ACTION ITEM:  The Undergraduate Studies Committee voted unanimously to move the B.S., Business Administration, concentration in Entrepreneurship, forward to the Curriculum and Research Committee.
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