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Undergraduate Studies Committee

 Minutes

September 19, 2007

Representatives:

Present:  Lynda Heiden (Chair), Gonzaga Da Gama, Laura Ingraham, Ravisha Mathur, Susan McClory, Weider Yu, Robert Cooper

Visitors:  Debra David, Gloria Edwards, Guna Selvaduray
I. September 5, 2007 Minutes were unanimously approved.

II. Unfinished business

A. BFA in Dance.

Lynda Heiden received the modification to the BFA, Dance, and will review the material.  Most of the modifications are minor, but she will notify the Undergraduate Studies Committee if there are any items that substantially change the proposal that was reviewed in the Spring 2007 term.  If not, the modified BFA, Dance, will be forwarded to the Curriculum and Research Committee.

B. Proposed BS, Environmental Studies, Environmental Restoration & Natural Resource Management.

The concern brought by the Biology department was that ‘Environmental Restoration and Natural Resource Management’ degrees usually include a hard science background.  Biology would prefer the word ‘policy’ in the degree title because they believe it better reflects the degree.

Both Bob Cooper and Ravisha Mathur investigated other programs, and could not find any Environmental Restoration degrees, however, the preponderance of degrees in other institutions that include ‘Natural Resources’ in the title are hard science degrees.  The Environmental Studies Department sees Environmental Restoration and Natural Resource Management as a hybrid degree bringing together both policy and hard science.  

ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Heiden will contact the Environmental Studies department and present Biology’s objections to the title of the concentration.  Once Environmental Studies has had the opportunity to express any concerns they have about modification of the title, Dr. Heiden will discuss any remaining issues with the Biology Department.  The Undergraduate Studies Committee will vote on this new concentration at the next meeting.

C. Minor in BioEngineering.

Dr. Guna Selvaduray presented an overview of the Minor in BioEngineering.  As Biotechnology is a growth industry in the area (Silicon Valley and the greater Bay area), there are many employment opportunities for engineers.  Working closely with the Biology Department, Engineering has developed a Minor in BioEngineering which will give engineering majors specialized knowledge for this field.

The larger plan is for a concentration in BioEngineering and eventually a degree in BioEngineering to be developed.  Engineering has been meeting with an industry advisory panel to develop a minor, concentration and degree that will meet industry needs as well as fulfill mandated educational objectives.

The Committee was concerned that students already need more than 4 years to complete the requirements for engineering degrees; adding a minor could keep students from graduating in a timely manner.  In response, it was pointed out that the units for this Minor were kept as tight as possible (it is only 13 units) and engineering students will only need to attend one extra semester to complete the coursework.  Additionally, the minor will not be required, but rather will be made available for students interested in this growing area of specialization.  It was also noted that the minor will be open to all students on campus, although they will need to complete additional prerequisite units as part of the minor.

The Committee questioned why Engineering was beginning with a Minor rather than a new degree.  In response, Guna Selvaduray indicated that the College of Engineering believes the demand exists for this degree, but one way to see the demand is to begin with a Minor.  If there is demand for the Minor, then a concentration in BioEngineering will be developed.  If there is demand for a concentration, then a BioEngineering degree will be developed.  The College of Engineering wants to manage the demand in a rational manner.  

ACTION ITEM:  The Committee unanimously approved the Minor in BioEngineering and Lynda Heiden will forward the proposal to the Curriculum and Research Committee.

III. New Business

A. Name change for Department of Physics.

This has not yet come to the Undergraduate Studies Committee.

ACTION ITEM:  Gloria Edwards will contact the Department of Physics and let them know the procedure for submitting a name change.
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