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Undergraduate Studies Committee

 Minutes

3 September 2008

Representatives:

Present:     Bob Cooper, Lynda Heiden (Chair), Gonzaga Da Gama, Nadia Sorkhabi, Weider Yu, Wei-Chien Lee, Damien Bacich, Linzey Hypes

Absent:      Laura Ingraham

Ex-officio: Steve Branz

Visitor:      Gloria Edwards, Guna Selvaduray (General Engineering)

I.  Unfinished Business

A. 120 unit exemption for Nursing.

The Nursing program sent in materials for an extension of their exemption from the 120 unit degree limit.  The reasons stated were:

· More classes are needed to increase the pass rates on the Nursing Boards;

· The units are comparable to those required in the nursing program at San Francisco State University and Humboldt State University.

ACTION ITEM:  Based on the materials supplied, the Undergraduate Studies Committee voted unanimously to move the request forward to the Curriculum and Research Committee contingent on receiving the following additional materials from the School of Nursing:

1. The SJSU nursing course descriptions.

2. The total number of units required for a nursing degree at San Francisco State University.

3. The inclusion of all other CSU Nursing program data (for example, CSULA has a nursing program, how many units do they require?)

B. LPP Budget

A revised budget has been received for the Global Leadership grant (COB).  This is one of the grants that was approved for funding during their implementation phase.  Final approval will be sent to the Principal Investigator, Dr. Joyce Osland.

II.  New Business

A. BS, General Engineering, concentration in Bioengineering (Guna Selvaduray)

Dr. Selvaduray gave a brief background for the proposed BS, General Engineering, concentration in Bioengineering.  After careful consideration by faculty in the College of Engineering, it was determined that a concentration in Bioengineering would help students better prepare for careers in Silicon Valley firms that have a strong biotechnology and bioengineering presence.

To develop a bioengineering curriculum, the COE continues to follow a program of progressive integration.  The steps in their progression include:

1. The development of a graduate emphasis in Biomedical Devices (2007);

2. The creation of a Minor in bioengineering for science and engineering majors (1/2008); 

3. Current development of a concentration in bioengineering; and

4. The potential for future development of a BS degree in bioengineering.

The COE has worked closely with an Industry Advisory Committee, comprised of Directors in various biotechnology firms, to develop a curriculum that would provide graduates with the tools they need to be employable in a biotechnology or bioengineering firm.

Approximately 85-90 students have chosen the Graduate emphasis in Biomedical Devices.  The minor in bioengineering has attracted 15-20 students since January 2008. Both programs continue to grow. 

ACTION ITEM:  The Undergraduate Studies Committee voted unanimously to move the request forward to the Curriculum and Research Committee contingent on receiving the following information:

· A review of the Chemistry requirements to be sure that CHEM 132 is the appropriate course; and

· Review of the greensheets to be sure that they comply with the Academic Senate policy

B. Discussion of accessibility (Bob Cooper)

One of the questions in the University’s accessibility initiative is to identify the appropriate entity to assure compliance.  In the past, Committees have been pushed to enforce compliance, but this approach has not always been successful.  The Committee will continue to discuss options for improving faculty compliance and availability of accessible materials.
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