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Undergraduate Studies Committee

 Minutes

September 5, 2007

Representatives:

Present:  Lynda Heiden (Chair), Susan McClory, Laura Ingraham, Ravisha Mathur, Weider Yu, Robert Cooper

Absent:  Gonzaga Da Gama

Visitors:  Debra David, Gloria Edwards

I. Administrative Issues

Ravisha Mathur is the new representative from the College of Education.  Seiichiro (Keach) Inaba has resigned from the Committee due to workload issues and Benjamin Henderson (Associate Students) will no longer be the student representative.

The Committee on Committees was notified of the resignation of Keach Inaba. Susan McClory will let us know (via Academic Senate) about a new another representative from Humanities & the Arts.

II. Unfinished Business

A. BFA, Dance.  There seems to be some confusion about the final disposition on the BFA in Dance.  The Dance Department was to send the recommended changes to Lynda Heiden.  The entire proposal would be reviewed one more time and sent on to the Curriculum and Research (C & R) Committee.  Dr. Heiden has not yet received the changes from Dance.

ACTION ITEM:  Lynda Heiden will contact the Department of Dance.

B. Occupational Studies.

The accrediting agency for Occupational Therapy (ACOTE) has recommended that all accredited undergraduate programs change the name of their programs.  Only after receiving a master’s degree is someone eligible for certification as an occupational therapist.

The Undergraduate Studies (UGS) Committee approved the title of Occupational Studies and sent the proposal to the C & R Committee last Spring.  C & R had objections to the “Occupational Studies”.  

To facilitate the discussion, the UGS Committee discussed the following possible degree titles:

a. Occupational Science

b. Occupational Health

c. Occupational Professions

d. Pre-Occupational Therapy

Unfortunately, none of these titles were satisfactory to the UGS Committee.  It was recommended that the Occupational Therapy department investigate how other universities are coping with this change and what degree names have been established in other colleges and universities.

ACTION ITEM:  Lynda Heiden will contact the Occupational Therapy Department and request that they investigate possible degrees names and let the UGS Committee know their findings.

III. New Business

Proposed BS, Environmental Studies, Environmental Restoration & Natural Resource Management.

Susan McClory distributed a portion of an email detailing the Biology Department’s objections to the proposed degree.  

In the eyes of the Biology department, the phrase, ‘natural resource management’ is “normally used to designate the technical curricula of a college of natural resources”, not an Environmental Studies department.  

To both facilitate and expedite the process, the UGS Committee has come up with a couple of alternative names for the concentration.  These are:

1. Restoration and Natural Resource Policy; or

2. Environmental Restoration and Natural Resource Policy and Administration; or

3. Natural Resource and Environmental Restoration Policy.

The question of the title is complicated by the fact that there are three faculty in Environmental Studies who are environmental restoration specialists.  It seems reasonable to have a concentration title that reflects what the students are actually learning.

While the UGS Committee was comfortable looking at alternatives, they wanted to review all of the classes that were indicated on the roadmap to discover what the students would actually be learning in this concentration.  Susan McClory copied all of the classes into a word document and this document (along with the minutes) will be forwarded to the UGS Committee via e-mail.  

ACTION ITEM:  Everyone on the UGS Committee will review the course descriptions and look at other universities to see what kind of degrees and concentrations they may have in Environmental Studies and bring this information back to the next meeting.

Possible concentration names should be sent to Lynda Heiden via email so that the committee can discuss the options at the next meeting.

IV. Future business

The following items have been identified as future business for the UGS Committee:

Minor in Education

Minor in Bioengineering

Undergraduate Advising

V.  Dates for meetings this Fall

	Proposed Fall 2007 Meeting Schedule

	September 5

	September 19

	October 3

	October 17

	November 7

	November 21

	December 5
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