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Petition for Exception to Restriction on SJSU Studies Courses 
(Areas R, S, V) with the Same Departmental Prefix 

Instructions (page 1) 
 
Your petition will not be processed if you are not using the current form.  Please check 
http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/students/petitions/list/ to be certain that you are using the most recent 
version of this petition.  
 
Since 2005, the SJSU GE Guidelines have required inclusion of the following statement on all 
greensheets for courses in Areas R, S, and V: “Courses to meet Areas R, S, and V of SJSU Studies must 
be taken from three different departments, or distinct academic units.”  The likelihood of having this 
petition approved will be based on one or more of the following criteria. 
 

(1)  If one or more of the greensheets with the same departmental prefix did not include the 
required statement, then your petition will be approved. 
 
(2)  Many R, S, and V courses are cross-listed.  If the home departments are different, then your 
petition will be approved.  [Note: The home department is the one with the full course description 
in the catalog, e.g., PHIL 186 (home department) and BUS 186 (cross-list department).] 
 
(3)  If you filed for graduation at least one year prior to your graduation date, but did not receive 
your graduation worksheet (notifying you of the need to have SJSU Studies courses with different 
departmental prefixes) prior to the start of classes for your final semester, then your petition will 
be approved. 
 
(4)  If you can provide documentation of inaccurate advising information from a designated advisor 
or official website, then your petition will be approved.  In such cases, the advisor will be required 
to confirm your account and guarantee that future students will receive information about this 
policy. 
 
(5)  Grades matter.  Your petition will receive stronger consideration if your grades in SJSU Studies 
courses have been excellent. 
 
(6)  Extenuating circumstances, such as delay of graduation, will be taken into consideration, but 
will not automatically guarantee approval of your petition. 
 
(7)  If the courses with the same prefix are also courses being used to fulfill major or minor degree 
requirements, then your petition will be most likely NOT be approved. 
 
(8)  Incomplete petitions will not be considered.  If you are petitioning on the basis of criteria 1–4 
(above), then documentation is only needed to support that reason for your petition.  Greensheets 
are required in all cases. 

 
You must submit directly the Office of Undergraduate Studies (UGS), ADM 159.  Include a self-
addressed stamped envelope (SASE) if you would like a COPY of the petition once a final decision has 
been made. 

http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/students/petitions/list/�


7/11 v.1 
 

Petition for Exception to Restriction on SJSU Studies Courses (Areas R, S, V) 
with the Same Departmental Prefix -- Form (page 2) 

 
SJSU ID          Email address        

Name (print)         Phone (cell preferred)       

Major(s)         Minor(s)        

Anticipated Graduation Term       Student Signature       

Date Graduation Application Submitted            

Date of Graduation Worksheet       Criterion 1, 2, 3, or 4 (if applicable)     

RSV Courses 
w/ Same Prefix 

Home Department 
(if cross-listed) 

Greensheet 
attached (Y/N) 

Required RSV Statement on 
greensheet (Y/N) -- (highlight if Yes) 

Term 
Enrolled 

Grade 

      
      
      
 

Please indicate YES or NO for each of the required items for submission of a completed petition 
YES NO Required Items: 

  This is the current version of the petition form (from 
http://www.sjsu.edu/ugs/students/petitions/list/) 

  Page 1 of your Degree Progress Report 
  Copy of Graduation Worksheet (if you have received one) 
  Your personal statement describing why you did not observe the policy 
  Documentation (on letterhead when appropriate; photocopies/faxes OK) 
  ALL required signatures and required recommendations (below) 
  All the information I have provided in this petition is truthful and complete 
Incomplete petitions will not be processed unless you provide an explanation for all of the above items that are 
indicated NO: 
 

Two signatures / recommendations are required prior to submission: (1) your Major Advisor and (2) your 
department chair (or school director).  The appropriate college associate dean may provide the second signature 
in cases where it is not possible to obtain the recommendations of both the advisor and the chair. 
 

Major Advisor Recommendation:   APPROVE  DENY 
Comments (optional unless you or your department provided inaccurate information; if so, attach memo ): 
 
 
Advisor Name (print)   Signature   Date  Phone 

 
Department Chair Recommendation:   APPROVE  DENY 

Comments (optional): 
 
 
Chair Name (print)    Signature   Date  Phone 

STUDENT must submit directly the Office of Undergraduate Studies (UGS), ADM 159 

Associate Dean, UGS Decision:   APPROVE  DENY 
Comments (optional): 

 
 

Stephen Branz 

Name (print)   Signature   Date    DATA ENTRY / DATE 
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