URBP/PADM 228

U R B A N   C O M M U N I T Y   D E V E L O P M E N T

                                                                        F A L L   2 0 0 8                                                                     |

Instructor: Rosemary Kamei

Office:
     Urban & Regional Planning Dept. Office    Office Hours: Thursday, 6:30 -7:00 PM 

     One Washington Square, San José 


         or By Appointment

Phone:     408-686-1150



         Room:  BBC 223
E-mail:     sjsu_urbanplanning@yahoo.com
         Class Schedule: Thurs., 7:15 – 10:00 PM

Course Description
This course provides an overview of urban community development.  Through lecture, discussion, and a community service learning module, students will examine the concept of social change, and study two strategies for creating social change; community organizing and community development. The course presents community organizing as a strategic response to specific community issues and community development as an effort to bring institutional change to society.

In addition to presenting theories of community and social change, the course examines the role of the individual as change agent. Students will write a paper and make a presentation on a selected social reformer whose vision and personal force changed the balance of power in the society of his or her day. Students will examine how the struggles of these social reformers relate to today’s society.

The examination of social change through community organizing and community development serves as backdrop to an in-depth analysis of the world of housing and the roots of the affordable housing crisis. It is suggested that without dramatic changes in society’s attitude toward housing, the housing crisis will continue to grow.  Students will write a paper and make a presentation on a selected core housing agency.
Throughout the course, the presentation of urban community development theory and practice together with neighborhood revitalization strategies will be tied to each student’s hands-on “Community Service-Learning” experience in organizing a neighborhood-improvement or community-based activity. Students will engage in a specific community organizing activity. The students will work with community leaders, community organizations, local government, and residents, to plan and implement a selected neighborhood improvement or other social change project.

This course may be taken as URBP 228 or PADM 228.
Through readings, lectures, class discussion, a “service-learning” module, and written analysis, students participate actively in the learning process.  Students will make two presentations to the class, write two (10) ten-page papers and write two (3) three-page short summary papers with reflections of the Community Issues Project.  
The course is structured around the following sections:

Part I. Community Organizing and Community Development

• Learning through Community Service

• Philosophical Foundations of Community Development

• Community Organizing & Community Development

• Social Reformers

• Empowerment

• Needs versus Assets

• Community Building

• Redevelopment and Neighborhood Revitalization

• Community Development Corporations

Part II. Community Issues Project

• Strong Neighborhood Initiative Areas of San José

• Neighborhood Improvement Plans

• Community Issues Projects
Part III. Housing 

• Housing Policy in the US

• Housing in California

• Supply and Demand

• Economic Principles

• Land Use Planning and Development

Part IV. Themes Running Throughout the Course

• The Market versus Human Needs

• Addressing the Affordability Gap/Creative Financing/Foreclosures
• Unwrapping the Onion: Housing, Politics, Money, and Power

• Local and Regional Initiatives to the Housing Crisis

• Public/Private Partnerships

• The Role of Non-Profit Organizations

• Community-Based Initiatives

• Counteracting NIMBY
Readings
Rubin, Herbert J. and Irene S. Rubin, Community Organizing and Development, (4th Edition), Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2008.  (ISBN-10: 0-205-40813-3;  ISBN-13: 978-0-205-40813-9)
Additional reading materials will also be distributed in class.

Grading

Assignments and Activities 


Percentage of Grade 
Due Dates*

Participation in Class Discussion of Readings and

Participation in Community Issues Project 


20% 


Weekly
Social Reformer Class Presentation 



10%


Sept. 25th   through
October 23rd 
Submit Paper on Social Reformer (10 Pgs)


15%


October 30th 
Submit Reflections on Community Issues Project (3 Pgs)

  5%


October 30th 

Core Housing Agency Presentations



10%


Nov. 6th  through 
Dec. 4th 
Submit Paper on Core Housing Agency (10 Pgs.)

15%


Dec. 4th 
Submit Reflections on Community Issues Project (3 Pgs)

  5%


Dec. 4th 
Final Exam 






20% 


Dec. 18th  
TOTAL







100%
* Presentation dates subject to change to accommodate our guests. Students are responsible for

keeping current with changes by attending class and communicating with each other and the instructor.
NOTE:  Late work will not be accepted under normal circumstances. However, in the event of a valid

emergency (i.e. medical or legal), please contact the instructor as soon as possible (advisably before the due date) in order to make alternative arrangements.
Curriculum and Reading Schedule*

*Some lecture/activity dates may change to accommodate guest speakers. Students are responsible for keeping

informed of changes by attending class and using e-mail to communicate with each other and the instructor.

Aug. 28 
First Day of Class
Sept. 4 

No Class
Sept. 11 
Class Outline and Grading System
Written Assignments and Presentations (Description and Expectations)

Community Issues Project (CIP)

Social Reformers
Community Organizing & Development

Reading 
Rubin & Rubin, Community Organizing & Development, 
Chapters 1 to 6, pp. 1-105.
Activity
Discussion on the Role of the Individual in Transforming Society

Assignment and Discussion on Social Reformers

Students will select subject for presentation and paper on Social
Reformers

Discussion on responsibilities of each CIP Team

Sept. 18
Community Organizing & Development

Reading 
Rubin & Rubin, Community Organizing & Development, 

Chapters 7-9, pp. 107-167.
Activity 
Guest Speaker: Ed Rast
Sept. 25
Community Building

Reading 
Rubin & Rubin, Community Organizing & Development, 

Chapters 10-13, pp. 168-248.

Mattessich and Monsey, Community Building, What Makes
It Work? pp. 14-17.

 Kretzmann & McKnight, Building Communities from the

Inside Out; pp. 1-11.

Activity 
Students Presentations on Social Reformers
CIP Team Progress 
Oct. 2 

Community Building

Reading 
Rubin & Rubin, Community Organizing & Development, 

Chapters 14-19, pp. 229-383.

Dobson, The Citizen’s Handbook, http://www.vcn.bc.ca/citizens-handbook/ 
Oct. 2 (cont.) 
Reading 
Kretzmann & McKnight, Building Communities from the

Inside Out, pp. 345-354. 
Activity 
Students Presentations on Social Reformers

CIP Team Progress
Oct. 9
 
Organizing for Neighborhood Revitalization

Reading 
Rubin & Rubin, Community Organizing & Development, 

Chapters 20-21, pp. 385-482.
Schwartz, Ed, Building Community in a Neighborhood

Hester, Planning Neighborhood Space; “Neighborhood Space”


 
The Housing Market and the Role of Redevelopment

Reading 
California Redevelopment Association, Frequently Asked Questions(FAQ),http://www.calredevelop.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Frequently_Asked_Questions&Template=/TaggedPage/TaggedPageDisplay.cfm&TPLID=9&ContentID=1756 
Activity 
Students Presentations on Social Reformers
CIP Team Progress Report 
Oct. 16 

Community Development Corporations
Reading 
The Impact of Community Development Corporations on Urban Neighborhoods, The Urban Institute, pp.1-62.

http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/311217_CDCs.pdf 
Activity
Guest Speaker: TBA
Students Presentations on Social Reformers

CIP Team Progress Report

Oct. 23 

Understanding Communities from the Ground Up: The Strong

Neighborhood Initiative Program

Reading 
Strong Neighborhoods Initiative, Frequently Asked Questions,
City of San José, http://www.strongneighborhoods.org/Aboutsni06.asp 
Community Development and Planning

Reading 
Thomas and Grigsby, Community Development, p. 265-281
Activity
Guest Speaker: TBA
Students Presentations on Social Reformers

CIP Team Progress Report

Oct. 30 

Housing Policies in the US
Reading 
Center for Housing Policy, Locked Out: Keys to Home Ownership Elude Many Working Families with Children http://www.nhc.org/pdf/pub_locked_out_03_06.pdf 
Landis & LeGates, Housing Planning and Policy, p. 227-264.


Activity
Discussion on the Core Housing Chart

Submit Paper on Social Reformer (10 page paper DUE)
Submit Reflections on CIP (3 page paper DUE)
Students will select subject for presentation and paper on Core
Housing Institutions 
CIP Team Progress Report
Nov. 6

Housing in California & Economic Principles
Supply and Demand, Is it the Answer?

Readings: 
Gonzalez, Ignacio, California Real Estate Economics; Chapter 1
“Introduction to Economic Systems and Principles”; pp. 1-19; 
Chapter Two; “Supply and Demand, pp 25-38; Chapter Three, “Economic Change Analysis”, pp. 43-63; Chapter Four; “Money and Monetary Policy”, pp. 68-87. 

“Factors Influencing Affordable Family Housing”, pp 29-38

Activity 
Guest Speaker: Ed Moncreif
Core Housing Student Presentations 

CIP Team Progress Report
Nov. 13

Housing in California & Economic Principles

Readings 
California Budget Project, “Locked Out: 2008 The Housing Boom and Beyond”  http://www.cbp.org/pdfs/2008/080212_LockedoutReport.pdf 
Bhargava, Brownstein, Dean, & Zimmerman, Everyone’s

Valley, p. 1-15 http://www.wpusa.org/publications/complete/wpusa_evalley.pdf 
Pamphlet: Moving To Solutions; “Affordable Housing In San José”
Activity 
Guest Speaker: TBA 

Core Housing Student Presentations 

CIP Team Progress Report

Nov. 20 

The U.S Housing Market

Readings 
Gonzalez, Ignacio, California Real Estate Economics, Chapter Five, “The Real Estate Market”, pp. 92-101; Chapter Six; “The US Housing Market”, pp. 108-130.

“The Economic Marginality of Young Families”, pp. 81-91.

Everyone’s Valley, “Options for Change,” pp.16-42.

Nov. 20 (cont.) 
Activity 
Core Housing Student Presentations 

CIP Team Progress Report
Nov. 27 

Thanksgiving Break

Dec. 4

Land Use Planning and Development

Readings 
Gonzalez, Ignacio, California Real Estate Economics,

Chapter Nine; “Land Use Planning and Development, pp.187-210.

“What is Affordable Housing”, published by NPH




http://www.nonprofithousing.org/about/affordablehousing/default.aspx 

Fair Housing and Environmental Regulations

Readings
 Gonzalez, Ignacio, California Real Estate Economics, Chapter

Ten; “Fair Housing and Environmental Regulations, pp. 215-235.

California Fair Housing Law, http://www.lsnc.net/housing/fh_manual/fh_manual_chap_03_2004.pdf 
Activity 
Student Presentations on Core Housing
Submit Core Housing Agency Paper (10 page paper DUE)
Submit Reflections on CIP (3 page paper DUE)
Dec. 11

Study/Conference Day
Dec. 18

Final Class
Activity 
Final Exam

On-Line Resources

Government Agencies

ABAG Association of Bay Area Governments: http://www.abag.ca.gov/planning/housingneeds/

City of San Jose, Department of Housing: http://www.sjhousing.org/

Fannie Mae: http://www.fanniemae.com/company/who_we_are.html

Housing and Community Development (California HCD): http://housing.hcd.ca.gov/

US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD): http://www.hud.gov/

HUD’s Community Connections: http://www.comcon.org/

Non-Profit Organizations

California Housing Law Project: http://www.housingadvocates.org/.

Cooperative Housing Information Center: http://www.coophousingcoalition.com/chc/chcinfo.nsf/index.htm

Corporation for Supportive Housing: http://www.csh.org/ending.html

The Enterprise Foundation: http://www.enterprisefoundation.org/

Greenbelt Alliance, Housing Fair Share: http://www.greenbelt.org/about_us/livcom_fairshare_coord.html

Habitat for Humanity: http://www.habitat.org/

Institute for Community Economics: http://www.iceclt.org/

National Housing Institute: http://www.nhi.org/about/index.html

National Low Income Housing Coalition: http://www.nlihc.org/

Non-Profit Housing Association of Northern California (NPH): http://www.nonprofithousing.org

Self-Help Enterprises: http://www.selfhelpenterprises.org/

SPUR: San Francisco Planning and Urban Research Association: http://www.spur.org

Public/Private Partnerships

Housing Action Coalition: http://216.144.160.39/Committees/Housing/Housing_Action_Coalition/

Housing Trust of Santa Clara County: http://www.housingtrustscc.org

General Resources

Design Matters: Best Practices in Affordable Housing Design:

http://131.193.111.149:80/ahc/catalog/home.html

Internet Links for Housers (NLIHC): http://www.nlihc.org/resources/links.htm

NonProfit Gateway, a network of links to Federal government information and services: 

http://www.nonprofit.gov/
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