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Syllabus 
Course Catalog Description 

Through fieldwork and laboratory assignments, the student applies theories and techniques of analysis to identify the assets, problems, and opportunities of an urban community. 

Overview 

How does the garbage we produce affect the built environment? Where do we send our garbage and recycling? How can we do it better? San Jose businesses produced over 200,000 tons of waste in 2007.  To make the system more efficient, the City of San Jose’s Integrated Waste Management Division is redesigning its collection system for commercial waste, i.e. garbage, recycling materials, food wastes, from office buildings, manufacturing facilities, restaurants, hotels, and many other businesses. This class will focus on an analysis of the hauling system as it interacts with the built environment and land use policy, including the identification of new waste hauler districts, more efficient hauling routes, new locations for recycling and processing centers, and the education of the community on the merits of a new program.
The project below will require some graphic presentation of complex topics and results.  The project will also result in a written report of the methodology and recommendations being made. Students will present the report findings to the City of San Jose’s Environmental Services Department staff and the San Jose City Council Transportation and Environment Committee.
The connection between transportation and land use issues is well established, but as concern for the environment grows, the connection between issues such as waste management and land use needs to be examined by urban planners.  Questions of open space, landfill capacity, environmental justice, the impact of increased development, are all relevant urban planning questions.  This class will provide students with a body of knowledge in environmental and land use planning. 
Student Learning Objectives for the Course 
After completing this course, the students will be able to: 
· Employ a systematic urban planning process to synthesize the issues inherent in complex, real world situations so that the problems and their solutions are meaningful to a client community.

· Apply a collaborative, community-based planning process to develop a plan in partnership with diverse community stakeholders.
· Select, manage and apply appropriate research strategies for assessing the assets, problems and opportunities of a community
· Select, manage and apply appropriate outreach strategies for engaging diverse community stakeholders. 
· Communicate effectively in writing, oral, and visual form, reasoning with ability and logic.
· Work effectively as members and leaders of diverse planning teams, and apply an understanding of interpersonal group dynamics to assure effective group action.

Class format 

This class will be a combination of lectures, discussions, and lab work.  Industry experts on different elements of waste management and community involvement will present for some class sessions.  
This syllabus will provide a general direction for the class.  However as we will be working with a City department, the needs of this class may change as the needs of the department change.  We will discuss any changes with the class with as much notice as possible.

Since our course only meets once per week, e-mail will be a major way for us to communicate with you.  Please make sure we have the best email address to contact you. If you have difficulty with e-mail, or limited access, please let me know so that we can arrange an alternative means of communication.

Grading 

Grades will be based on the contribution of each student to the overall project. Students are expected to make a major contribution to the overall structure of the project in order to receive an A grade. Students who complete the individual and group work assignments and perform as needed to complete the project will receive a B grade. Students who do not complete the work assigned or contribute to group work products will receive a grade between a C and F. Students are expected to complete all assignments and attend all classes. Unexcused absences will result in a fractional letter grade drop. This Grading system is based on the following percentages for each portion of the class. Group Project Work – 50%, Individual Assignments – 30%, Class Participation 20%.   
Required Text Books 

Royte, Elizabeth. Garbage Land: On the Secret Trail of Trash. New York and Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 2005.
Policy on Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s language, images, data, or ideas without proper attribution. It is a very serious offense both in the university and in your professional work. In essence, plagiarism is both theft and lying: you have stolen someone else’s ideas, and then lied by implying that they are your own. 

"Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University, and the University's Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development" (Academic Senate Policy S07​2). The policy on academic integrity can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07​2.htm. 

Plagiarism will lead to grade penalties and a record filed with the department chair. It may also result in your failing the course and/or having the incident permanently noted in your SJSU student records. 

If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, it is your responsibility to make sure you clarify the issues before you hand in written work. 

Learning when to cite a source, and when not to, is an art not a science. However, here are some examples of plagiarism:

· If you use a sentence (or even a part of a sentence) that someone else wrote and do not put it in double quotes and reference the source, you have committed plagiarism. 

· If you paraphrase somebody else’s theory or idea and don’t reference the source, you have committed plagiarism. 

· If you use a picture or table from a web page or book and don’t reference the source, you have committed plagiarism. 

· If your paper incorporates data someone else has collected and you don’t reference the source, you have committed plagiarism. 

The University of Indiana has developed a very helpful website with concrete examples about proper paraphrasing and quotation. See in particular: 

· http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/plagiarism.html 
· http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html 
· http://education.indiana.edu/~frick/plagiarism/item1.html 
At the last page listed you will find a quiz to test how well you understand proper paraphrasing. 

If you still have questions after reading these pages, feel free to talk to the instructor personally. There is nothing wrong with asking for help, whereas even unintentional plagiarism is a serious offense. 

Recommended Citation Style

When you cite another author’s work in any written assignments, use footnotes and a bibliography following the “Turabian” style:

For print sources, follow the directions in Kate Turabian’s A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations (University of Chicago Press, 1996).  Copies are available in the SJSU King library and in the main office of the Department of Urban and Regional Planning (WSH 216).   Additionally, the book is relatively inexpensive, and you may wish to purchase a copy (there are often cheap, used copies available through on-line book sellers).

For electronic sources, follow the directions at Maurice Crouse’s page “Citing Electronic Information in History Papers” available at http://cas.memphis.edu/~mcrouse/elcite.html.  The page begins with a discussion of the theory behind good citation style, and then provides detailed examples of how to cite all sorts of sources.  Be sure to follow the guidelines for Turabian-style citations.

Please note that Turabian’s book describes two systems for referencing materials: (1) footnotes or endnotes, plus a corresponding bibliography, and (2) in-text parenthetical references, plus a corresponding reference list.  Be sure to use the footnote and bibliography system for all work you turn in during the semester.

Disability Accommodation 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97​03 requires that students with disabilities register with the Disability Resource Center to establish a record of their disability (408​-924-​6000). 
Class Schedule 

1. August 27 –Welcome to the Wonderful World of Garbage! 

Class activity:  Introductions, discussion of class format and a quick primer on solid waste, and the Commercial Redesign project.  We will then attend the Housing Element Community Meeting at City Hall from 6:30 -8:30pm to see a current community outreach process. 
Homework:  Reading: Royte, part 1.
Keating, Dennis and Norman Krumholz. “Neighborhood Planning.” Journal of the American Planning Association and Research (2000); 111 – 114. 
Hoch, Charles. “Making Plans,” in The Practice of Local Government Planning, ed. Charles Hoch, 19-39. 3rd ed. Washington, DC: ICMA, 2000.  
2. September 3 – Who ate my BANANA?
Class activity: Discussion of reading.  Discussion of the connection between solid waste and planning issues from global to local.
Homework:  Reading: Royte, parts 2, 3, and 4.
Kelly, Eric D. and Barbara Becker. “Where Are We? Analysis of Existing Conditions in the Community,” in Community Planning: An Introduction to the Comprehensive Plan, 63 – 89. Washington: Island Press, 2000. 
Jones, Bernie. “The Substance of the Plan.” Neighborhood Planning: A guide for Citizens and Planners, 39-100. Chicago: Planners Press, 1990.  
Assignment #1: Follow your garbage – due week 3

3. September 10 – Can you double bag that, please?
Assignment #1 due:  Students will present their findings on their waste stream paper.  
Class activity: Sectoral analysis for understanding San Jose’s commercial sectors and their waste.
Homework: Myers, Dowell and Lee Menifee. “Population analysis.” In The Practice of Local Government Planning, ed. Charles Hoch, 61-86. Washington: ICMA, 2000. 
Assignment #2: Characterizing a sector in the San Jose economy

4. September 17 – Can I use that grease in my VW Bus?
Class activity:  How much waste is really out there? What is it? Guest speaker will present on how waste characterization can be determined.  What future plans are there for growth in the City of San Jose, and how will that impact waste management needs.  What are the General Plan policies that may influence growth and the commercial sector?  Bring in the demographics which will contribute to the sectoral analysis.  
Homework:  Students will work on sectoral analysis assignment.  
5. September 24 – The birds (love trash)!
Class activity: Tour of Newby Island Landfill
Assignment #2 due

Homework:  Kelly, Eric D. and Barbara Becker. “Maps as Planning Tools,” in Community Planning: An Introduction to the Comprehensive Plan, 29-37. Washington: Island Press, 2000.
O’Looney, John. “Design Principles to Guide GIS Use.” In Beyond Maps: GIS and Decision Making in Local Government, 61-84. Redlands, California: ESRI Press, 2000. 
O’Looney, John. “Telling Visual Stories: Using Maps to Build Community.” In Beyond Maps: GIS and Decision Making in Local Government, 211-222. Redlands, California: ESRI Press, 2000.  
6. October 1 – Show me, don’t tell me
Class activity: Understanding the data spatially through GIS maps. Start of discussion and work on creating commercial hauling districts based on elements decided by student groups. 
Homework:  Assignment #3: Group project: Creating Commercial Hauling Districts

7. October 8 – Every picture tells a story
Class activity: Continuation of work to create quality GIS maps, and graphic presentations. 
Homework: Group work on project. 
8. October 15 – Everybody is a star
Class activity:  Assignment #3 due.  Class presentations on student projects. 
Homework:  Begin work on Report Chapters

9. October 22 - Bigfoot
Class activity:  Identifying Solid Waste locations to minimize our carbon footprint.  What is the future of solid waste and greenhouse gases.  Guest speaker TBD. 
Homework:  Office of Human Relations of Santa Clara County.  Excerpts from Knowledge of Immigrant Nationalities in Santa Clara County, iii-ix, 51-58, 109-116.  San Jose, California:  Immigrant Action Network, 2001. 
10. October 29 – Race, Class, and the Environment
Class activity:  Understanding environmental justice issues and community concerns.  Guest speaker TBD. 
Homework:  To be assigned.
11. November 5 – My MRF can beat up your MRF
Class activity:  Integrating (or separating) a solid waste facility with (or from) the community.  Guest speaker TBD. 
Homework:  Cogan, Elaine. “Making Effective Presentations.” In Successful Public Meetings: A Practical Guide, 53-67. Chicago: American Planning Association, 2000. 
Cogan, Elaine. “Graphics and Audiovisuals.” In Successful Public Meetings: A Practical Guide, 69-84. Chicago: American Planning Association, 2000.
12. November 12 – Let’s talk about waste, baby…
Class activity:  Formulating an Outreach Plan to the community and businesses
Draft Report Chapters Due

Homework:  Jones, Bernie. “After the Planning.” In Neighborhood Planning: A Guide for Citizens and Planners, 101-106. Chicago: Planners Press, 1990. 
Preston, Steve. “Better Technical Writing for Planners: Organization and Style.” California Planner (May, 1989):8-9. 

13. November 19

Class activity:  Studio
Homework:  Studio
14. November 26 – Thanksgiving Holiday!
Class activity:  Studio – no class (keep working!)
Homework:  Studio – no class (keep working!)

15. December 3 – Practice…
Class activity:  In-class Presentation of Term Project
Homework:  

16. December 10 – …makes perfect
Class activity:  Presentation of Term Project to City of San Jose and community
Final Report Due 

Emy Mendoza and Matt Krupp �
�
�
Time: Wednesday 4:00 pm - �10:00 pm �
�
�
Room: WSQ 208�
�
�
�
�
�
Office Hours: Monday 6 – 7:30, Wednesday 3 – 4, and by appointment�
Office:  WSQ 218B�
�
Emy Mendoza�
Matt Krupp�
�
Emy.Mendoza@sanjoseca.gov �
Matt.Krupp@sanjoseca.gov�
�
Phone: EM 408-975-2554�
MK 408-945-5182�
�
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