URBP 142/240 – Environmental Planning (48898/48900)

Fall 2008, Thursdays 4:00-6:45PM, TBD

Hilary Nixon, Ph.D.

Washington Square Hall (WSQ) 218A

408-924-5852

hilary.nixon@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursday, 9-11:30 a.m., other times by appointment

Best Contact Method: E-mail

Course Catalog Description:

[URBP 142] Environmental sustainability and its application to local planning. Review of regulatory tools and legislation that underlie most environmental planning and current environmental planning topics. Prerequisite: Upper division standing.

[URBP 240] The issues which characterize the urban environment. Focus on land use and open space planning, planning and use of urban resources, interactions of urban residents and the physical environment, and the role of government in formulating appropriate policies and strategies.

Course Description and Objectives:

This course is designed as an overview of environmental planning and introduces students to the myriad of topics associated with this diverse field. By the end of the semester, students will be familiar with the major environmental challenges facing planners, as well as some of the tools used to address these challenges. Major topics that we will cover during the semester include: history of the environmental movement and environmental policymaking in the U.S.; environmental ethics; environmental justice; regulatory issues related to environmental planning; land use planning and the environment; water quality; air quality, including climate change and AB32; transportation and the environment; urban forestry; and biodiversity.

Required Course Readings:

There is a required course reader for this course available for purchase at San Jose Copy, located at 109 E. Santa Clara St., 408-297-6698.

Course Assignments and Expectations:

Your grade for the course will be based primarily on the following assignments:

	Assignment Title
	Brief Description
	Percent of Total Grade

	Energy Efficiency Fair
	Event on October 24 at McKinley Elementary School. Students will be able to select from a range of assignments related to this event and alternatives will be available for students who are unable to directly participate on that date.
	15%

	“You Choose” Assignments
	Students will be provided with a list of multiple, short assignments relevant to environmental planning. Over the course of the semester, students will be asked to complete four assignments. Undergraduate students enrolled in this course will be asked to complete three assignments.
	60% (for graduate students – each worth 15%; for undergraduate students – each worth 20%)

	Staff Report and Presentation
	Students will work in small teams to prepare a written staff report and short presentation on an environmental planning topic of the students' choice.
	25% (15% for written report; 10% for presentation)


Student participation in class discussions is a vital component of this course. There is no formal course credit for participation, however, students should make every attempt to attend all classes and actively participate in discussions. In rare cases where a student misses a significant number of lectures or does not actively participate in discussions, this will impact the final course grade. 

Other grading/assignment issues

Late assignments (those turned in after 4:00 p.m. on the due date) will not be accepted for full credit. A 10% grade reduction will be applied for assignments turned in up to 24 hours late. After the first 24 hours, each 24-hour period that follows will result in an additional 10% grade reduction. If life begins to overtake you such that you expect you will not be able to complete an assignment on time and you let me know well before the due date, it may be possible for us to make alternative arrangements that will reduce the grade penalty for lateness. Any student who fails to turn in all graded assignments will automatically fail the course.

Google Groups

URBP 142/240 has its own Google Group (http://groups.google.com/group/envplan240). Each student will be able to have membership in the Google Group and this will be a place for us to share documents, view course-related materials, and participate in discussions about planning-related topics and course readings. Our Google Group is a private group and the information we post and discuss will only be available to group members. To send an e-mail to all group members (including myself) use the following e-mail address: envplan240@googlegroups.com. 
Academic integrity statement, plagiarism, and citing sources properly

"Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University, and the University's Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development" (Academic Senate Policy S07-2). The policy on academic integrity can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm.

Plagiarism is the use of someone else's language, images, data, or ideas without proper attribution. It is a very serious offense both in the university and in your professional work. In essence, plagiarism is both theft and lying: you have stolen someone else's ideas, and then lied by implying that they are your own.

	Plagiarism will lead to grade penalties and a record filed with the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. It may also result in your failing the course and/or having the incident permanently noted in your SJSU student records. If you are unsure about what constitutes plagiarism, it is your responsibility to make sure you clarify the issues before you hand in written work. The instructor will use Turnitin.com at her discretion as a tool to assist with detecting plagiarism.


Learning when to cite a source and when not to is an art, not a science. However, here are some examples of plagiarism that you should be careful to avoid:

· If you use a sentence (or even part of a sentence) that someone else wrote and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you paraphrase somebody else's theory or idea and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you use a picture or table from a webpage or book and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If your work incorporates data someone else has collected and you don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

If you still have questions, feel free to talk to me personally. There is nothing wrong with asking for help, whereas even unintentional plagiarism is a serious offense.

Citation style

It is important to properly cite any references you use in your assignments. The Department of Urban and Regional Planning uses Kate Turabian's "A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th edition" (University of Chicago Press, 2007, ISBN-10: 0-226-82336-9). Copies are available in the SJSU King Library. Additionally, the book is relatively inexpensive, and you may wish to purchase a copy. Please note that Turabian's book describe two systems for referencing materials: (1) footnotes or endnotes, plus a corresponding bibliography, and (2) in-text parenthetical references, plus a corresponding reference list. Either system is fine, but you need to be consistent with your referencing style. Incorrectly formatted citations will negatively impact your grade on assignments. If you have questions, please see me.

Accommodation for Disabilities

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities register with the Disability Resource Center to establish a record of their disability (408-924-6000).

As much as possible, instructional materials used in this course are available in an accessible format. Handouts and lecture notes will be available for download from the Google Groups website. If any student requires instructional materials in a different format, please contact me.

Disclaimer

This syllabus is intended as a class guide and is designed to be as accurate as possible. It is possible, however, that this syllabus may change during the semester as class needs change. Any changes will be discussed in class with as much notice as possible. Since our course only meets once per week, e-mail will be used as the primary form of communication (through Google Groups). Please ensure that I have your correct e-mail address (and one that you check regularly). If you have difficulty with e-mail, or limited access, please let me know so that we can arrange an alternative means of communication.

Tentative Course Schedule

The assigned readings cover a wide range of topics in urban planning and include some classic texts in the field. Additional readings may also be assigned and will be distributed to students directly or posted on the Google Groups site. The course schedule listed below is tentative and it is likely that it will be updated as the course progresses. Assignment deadlines are unlikely to change, however, in the event that due dates are adjusted, students will be given as much advance notice as possible. Make sure to review the schedule carefully, some days carry over onto the next page.

	Date
	Topic / Assignment
	Reading (read in advance for the class date listed)

	Aug. 28
	Introductions; Course Overview; What is Environmental Planning
	

	Sept. 4
	Intro to CommUniverCity (Dayana Salazar) & Energy Fair Event; History of the Environmental Movement
	“Man’s Place in the Universe” by John Muir in A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf, 1916.
“A Fable for Tomorrow” by Rachel Carson in Silent Spring, pp. 1-3.

“The Obligation to Endure” by Rachel Carson in Silent Spring, pp. 5-37.

“The Other Road” by Rachel Carson in Silent Spring, pp. 277-297.
“Environmental Policy from the 1970s to the Twenty-First Century” by Michael E. Kraft and Norman J. Vig in Environmental Policy: New Directions for the Twenty-First Century, 6th ed., pp. 1-33 and Appendix 1. 

	Sept. 11
	Energy Efficiency, Green Building and Renewable Energy; Information/Discussion on FWBT Energy Fair Event (Guest speaker: Shayna Hirshfield, Silicon Valley Energy Watch) 
	“APA Policy Guide on Energy”

“The Impact of Urban Form on U.S. Residential Energy Use” by Reid Ewing and Fang Rong in Housing Policy Debate, 2008.
“Comments on Reid Ewing and Fang Rong’s ‘The Impact of Urban Form on U.S. Residential Energy Use’” by John Randolph in Housing Policy Debate, 2008.

	Sept. 18
	Overview of NEPA/CEQA
	“Rationality and Logic of the National Environmental Policy Act” by Robert V. Bartlett in The Environmental Professional, 8, pp. 105-111, 1986.
“The California Environmental Quality Act and Local Planning” by Robert B. Olshansky in Journal of the American Planning Association, 62(3), pp. 313-330.

“Fighting CEQA with CEQA” by Tayfun Amur in Planning, March 2007. 

	Sept. 25
	Field Trip: Wastewater Treatment Plant

(“YOU CHOOSE” ASSIGNMENT 1 DUE)
	“Spigot to Spigot” by Philip S. Wenz in Planning, August/September 2008.

Others TBD

	Oct. 2
	Air Quality; Transportation and the Environment
	“Transportation and the Environment” by Chang-Hee Christine Bae in The Geography of Urban Transportation, pp. 356-381.

	Oct. 9
	Environmental Justice/Environmental Ethics
	“Ethics, Science, and the Environment” by Joseph R. Des Jardins in Environmental Ethics, pp. 2-11.

“Environmental Justice: Normative Concerns, Empirical Evidence, and Government Action” by Evan J. Ringquist in Environmental Policy: New Directions for the Twenty-First Century, pp. 239-263.

	Oct. 16
	Field Trip: Guadalupe River Park & Gardens 

(“YOU CHOOSE” ASSIGNMENT 2 DUE)
	Guadalupe River Park Master Plan (http://www.sjredevelopment.org/grp/Guadalupeplan.pdf)
Others TBD

	Oct. 23
	Land Use Planning for Environmental Management – Impacts and Solutions
	“The Los Angeles of the North: San Jose’s Transition from Fruit Capital to High-Tech Metropolis” by Glenna Matthews in the Journal of Urban History, 25(4), pp. 459-476.

	Oct. 30
	Guest lecture: Urban Forestry 
	Readings TBD

	Nov. 6
	Stormwater Management and Green Infrastructure
	“Green Infrastructure Rising” by Steve Wise in Planning, August/September 2008.

“The Ins and Outs of Stormwater Management” by Jeff Parrott in Planning, November 2007.

	Nov. 13
	Climate Change, Planning and AB32

(“YOU CHOOSE” ASSIGNMENT 3 DUE)
	“Pollution Solutions” by Adam Millard-Ball in Planning, August/September 2007.

“Assembly Bill 32: California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (Chaptered September 27, 2006)”

“Senate Bill 375 (Amended March 24, 2008)”

“SB 375 Connects Land Use and AB 32 Implementation.” Interview with State Senator Darrell Steinberg in The Planning Report, July 2007.

	Nov. 20
	Guest lecture (tentative): Urban Heat Island Effect
	“Urban Heat and Air Pollution: An Emerging Role for Planners in the Climate Change Debate” by Brian Stone, Jr. in the Journal of the American Planning Association, 71(1), pp. 13-25.

Others TBD

	Nov. 27
	Thanksgiving
	No Class

	Dec. 4
	Wildlife Habitats and Biodiversity

(“YOU CHOOSE” ASSIGNMENT 4 DUE)
	“Preserving Biodiversity: Challenges for Planners” by Timothy Beatley in APA Journal, 66(1), pp. 5-20.
“Twelve Years and Two Millions Bucks” by Paul Shigley in Planning, August/September 2006.

	Finals week
	Staff Report Presentations
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