URBP 231: Urban Design in Planning

Fall 2009

	Instructor:
	Walter S. Rask

	Office location:
	WSH 218B

	Telephone:
	415-350-6873

	Email:
	walterrask@yahoo.com

	Office hours:
	Thursday 7:00-8:00 p.m.

	Class days/time:
	Thursday 4:00-6:45 p.m.

	Classroom:
	BBC 122


Course Catalog Description:

URBP 231:
Urban design as part of the planning process; contemporary and historic urban design thought and ways of improving design quality in the urban environment.
Course Description and Objectives:

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to:
1. Know the most common models and examples (references) of urban design.

2. Understand the theories and values that are implicit in urban design models and examples.

3. Have the ability to analyze proposed urban forms, identify their underlying (if often unconscious) models and values, and determine their appropriateness to the situation at hand.

Course Prerequisite:

None.

Required Course Readings:

Kevin Lynch, Good City Form.  MIT Press, February 1984, $44.00.

Additional readings will be distributed or downloaded throughout the semester.

Course Assignments and Grading Policy:

Your grade for the course will be based primarily on the following assignments:

	Assignment Title
	Percent of Total Grade

	Quiz #1
	15%

	Quiz #1
	15%

	SketchUp Model and Presentation
	30%

	Final Exam -- Take Home
	30%

	Attendance and Participation
	10%


Other grading/assignment issues

Late assignments will normally not be accepted. However, under exceptional circumstances, extensions may be considered only if the instructor is notified before the assignment’s due date.
Academic integrity statement, plagiarism, and citing sources properly

SJSU’s Policy on Academic Integrity states: "Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University, and the University's Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development" (Academic Senate Policy S07-2). The policy on academic integrity can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm.

Plagiarism is the use of someone else's language, images, data, or ideas without proper attribution. It is a very serious offense both in the university and in your professional work. In essence, plagiarism is both theft and lying: you have stolen someone else's ideas, and then lied by implying that they are your own.

Plagiarism will lead to grade penalties and a record filed with the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. In severe cases, students may also fail the course or even be expelled from the university.

If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, it is your responsibility to make sure you clarify the issues before you hand in draft or final work.

Learning when to cite a source and when not to is an art, not a science. However, here are some examples of plagiarism that you should be careful to avoid:

· If you use a sentence (or even part of a sentence) that someone else wrote and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you paraphrase somebody else's theory or idea and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you use a picture or table from a webpage or book and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If your work incorporates data someone else has collected and you don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

The University of Indiana has developed a very helpful website with concrete examples about proper paraphrasing and quotation. See in particular the following pages:

· Overview of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/overview.html
· Examples of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
· Plagiarism quiz at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/test.html
If you still have questions, feel free to talk to me personally. There is nothing wrong with asking for help, whereas even unintentional plagiarism is a serious offense.

Citation style

It is important to properly cite any references you use in your assignments. The Department of Urban and Regional Planning uses Kate Turabian's "A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th edition" (University of Chicago Press, 2007, ISBN-10: 0-226-82336-9). Copies are available in the SJSU King Library. Additionally, the book is relatively inexpensive, and you may wish to purchase a copy. Please note that Turabian's book describes two systems for referencing materials: (1) “notes” (footnotes or endnotes), plus a corresponding bibliography, and (2) in-text parenthetical references, plus a corresponding reference list. 
Either system is acceptable in this class.

Accommodation for Disabilities

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.
 URBP 231: Urban Design in Planning
Tentative Course Schedule
I will announce any changes in class.

	No.
	Date
	Topic, Reading and Assignment

	1
	8/27
	Introduction: What Is Urban Design?

	2
	9/3
	A Brief History of Urban Form

Kevin Lynch: Good City Form.  "Prologue" (pp. 1-2), "Form Values in Urban History" (pp. 5-36).

	3
	9/10
	City Form and City Patterns

Kevin Lynch: Good City Form.  "What is the Form of a City, and How Is It Made?" (pp. 37-50), "A Language of City Patterns" (pp. 345-358).

	4
	9/17
	Utopias and Ideal Cities

Kevin Lynch: Good City Form.  "Between Heaven and Hell" (pp. 51-72), "Some Sources of City Values" (pp. 359-372).

	5
	9/24
	Three Normative Theories

Kevin Lynch: Good City Form.  "Three Normative Theories" (pp. 73-98).

	6
	10/1
	Models of Settlement Form: General Patterns and Central Place Patterns

Kevin Lynch: Good City Form.  "A Catalog of Models of Settlement Form" (pp. 373-400).

Note that there is an outline of Appendix D on pp. 454-455.

	7
	10/8
	Models of Settlement Form: Textures and Circulation 

Kevin Lynch: Good City Form.  "A Catalog of Models of Settlement Form" (pp. 400-436).

Quiz #1: Recognize and describe features of urban design references.

	8
	10/15
	Models of Settlement Form: Open Space Patterns and Temporal Organization 

Kevin Lynch: Good City Form.  "A Catalog of Models of Settlement Form" (pp. 436-455).

	9
	10/22
	Is A General Normative Theory Possible?

Kevin Lynch: Good City Form.  "Is a General Normative Theory Possible?" (pp. 99-108).

Students pin up poster of SketchUp model.

View in class: The City, American Documentary Films, Inc., for the American Institute of Planners, 1939 (43 minutes).  A low-resolution version in 2 parts can be downloaded from the Prelinger Archives (http://www.archive.org/details/prelinger).

	10
	10/29
	The Public Realm: Circulation and Streetscape


Reading to be assigned. 

Quiz #2: Recognize and describe features of urban design references.

	11
	11/5
	The Public Realm: Parks, Plazas and Open Space 

Reading to be assigned.

View in class: William H. Whyte, Social Life of Small Urban Spaces, produced by The Municipal Art Society of New York, 1988, 58 minutes  (directcinemalimited.com).

	12
	11/12
	Urban Design in Contemporary Planning 

Selected zoning ordinances, development regulations, design guidelines, specific plans, circulation plans and standards.

	13
	11/19
	New Urbanism and Form-Based Zoning 

SmartCode (download PDF of latest version from www.smartcodecentral.org)

	
	11/26
	Thanksgiving Holiday -- No Class

	14
	12/3
	LEED for Neighborhood Development

LEED for Neighborhood Development Rating System (download PDF of latest version from www.usgbc.org)

	Finals week
	12/10

4:00pm
	Final Exam

Place in my mailbox at WSH 208. 
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