URBP/PADM 228 – Urban Community Development
Fall 2009
	Instructor:
	John Weis

	Office location:
	San José City Hall, 14th Floor

	Telephone:
	408 795-1894 Work; 408 323-9529 Home

	Email:
	john.weis@sbcglobal.net

	Office hours:
	TBD

	Class days/time:
	Thursdays, 7:15-10 p.m.

	Classroom:
	Clark 205


Course Catalog Description:

The role, objectives and policies of the urban community development process; the social, economic, political and physical implications underlying community development programs; and relationships of these programs to comprehensive urban planning.

Course Description and Objectives:

This course explores how communities change, decline, and revitalize. Using the neighborhood as the unit for observation, the course examines neighborhoods in three American Cities; Boston, Chicago, and San Jose. It also looks at federal policies, laws, and programs and how they are played out at the neighborhood level. Finally, the course puts forward strategies to address neighborhood and community issues including community organizing, leadership development and local community planning.

At the end of the course it is expected that the student understands the dynamics of neighborhood change and how to develop strategies, policies, laws, and financing to improve neighborhoods and their communities.

Required Course Readings:

Lukas, J. Anthony. Common Ground: A Turbulent Decade in the Lives of Three American Families. New York: Random House,1986.
Wilson, William J. and Richard P. Taub. There Goes the Neighborhood: Racial, Ethnic and Class Tensions in Four Chicago Neighborhoods and Their Meaning for America. New York: Random House, 2006.
Murray, Charles. Losing Ground: American Social Policy 1950-1980. New York: Basic Books, 1984.
Rubin, Herbert, and Irene Rubin. Community Organizing and Development. 4th ed. Needham Heights, Massachusetts: Allyn and Bacon, 2007.
Strong Neighborhoods Initiative Seifel Report. An Analysis of the Impact of San Jose’s Strong Neighborhoods. 
Course Assignments and Grading Policy:

The course has two learning components:  weekly readings supported by verbal and written presentations, class discussion and lectures; and, a class project wherein student teams will study, analyze, and develop a revitalization plan for a neighborhood in San Jose. Each of the components comprises 50% of the student’s grade.

Academic integrity statement, plagiarism, and citing sources properly

SJSU’s Policy on Academic Integrity states: "Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University, and the University's Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development" (Academic Senate Policy S07-2). The policy on academic integrity can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm.

Plagiarism is the use of someone else's language, images, data, or ideas without proper attribution. It is a very serious offense both in the university and in your professional work. In essence, plagiarism is both theft and lying: you have stolen someone else's ideas, and then lied by implying that they are your own.

Plagiarism will lead to grade penalties and a record filed with the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. In severe cases, students may also fail the course or even be expelled from the university.

If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, it is your responsibility to make sure you clarify the issues before you hand in draft or final work.

Learning when to cite a source and when not to is an art, not a science. However, here are some examples of plagiarism that you should be careful to avoid:

· If you use a sentence (or even part of a sentence) that someone else wrote and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you paraphrase somebody else's theory or idea and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you use a picture or table from a webpage or book and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If your work incorporates data someone else has collected and you don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

The University of Indiana has developed a very helpful website with concrete examples about proper paraphrasing and quotation. See in particular the following pages:

· Overview of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/overview.html
· Examples of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
· Plagiarism quiz at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/test.html
If you still have questions, feel free to talk to me personally. There is nothing wrong with asking for help, whereas even unintentional plagiarism is a serious offense.

Citation style

It is important to properly cite any references you use in your assignments. The Department of Urban and Regional Planning uses Kate Turabian's "A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th edition" (University of Chicago Press, 2007, ISBN-10: 0-226-82336-9). Copies are available in the SJSU King Library. Additionally, the book is relatively inexpensive, and you may wish to purchase a copy. Please note that Turabian's book describes two systems for referencing materials: (1) “notes” (footnotes or endnotes), plus a corresponding bibliography, and (2) in-text parenthetical references, plus a corresponding reference list. 
Accommodation for Disabilities

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.
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Tentative Course Schedule
	Date
	Topic
	Reading

	8/25
	Introduction and Summary of Course
	Media: Downtown 1975

	9/1
	Lecture: A Short History of Boston

Discussion: The Dynamics of Neighborhood Change
	Common Ground: 3-114

	9/8
	Lecture and Discussion: Analyzing  Elements of Decline and Revitalization
	Common Ground: 115-251

	9/15
	Lecture: A Short History of Chicago

Discussion: Resistance to Change
	There Goes the Neighborhood, Chapters 1, 2 & 3
Media: Chicago by L

	9/22
	No class. State imposed furlough
	

	9/29
	Neighborhood project distributed; student teams selected; project explained.)
	There Goes the Neighborhood, Chapters 4, 5 & 6

	10/6
	Lecture and Discussion: Social Policy in the 1960s and Its Backlash in the Reagan Years
	Losing Ground:  1-123

	10/13
	Discussion: State and Federal Tax Policy
	Community Organizing and Development, Chapters 1, 5 & 6
Media: La Pulga

	10/20
	Guest lecture
	

	10/27
	Lecture and Discussion: Organizing as a Tool for Change Against and With Government
	Community Organizing and Development, Chapters 8, 9 & 10

	11/3
	Discussion: Housing Foreclosures and the Banking Industry
	Community Organizing and Development, Chapters 16, 20 & 21
Media: World of Trouble

	11/10
	Discussion: Housing’s Role in Community Revitalization
	Rebuilding the Inner City, Chapters 1, 2 & 3
Media: Your Bank Has Failed

	11/17
	Lecture and Discussion: Elements of a Community Plan
	Rebuilding the Inner City, Chapters 4, 5 & 6

	11/24
	Lecture and Discussion: How to Create a Community Plan
	SNI Seifel Report*
(available at sjredevelopment.org)

	12/1
	Presentations and Papers Due
	

	12/8
	Presentations and Papers Due
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