URBP 201: Community Assessment Studio

Fall 2010

instructor: Benjamin Grant
WSQ1

 san josé state university


COURSE SYLLABUS
Course Meetings:

Wednesday 4:00 PM – 10:00 PM

1 Washington Square Hall (WSQ1)

Instructor: 

Benjamin Grant

bgrantsjsu@gmail.org

415.298.1579 (cell)

Office Hours: 

by appointment, WSQ218

URBP 201, The Community Assessment Studio, gives students a chance to work on real-world planning problems using the same information, tools and techniques used by professionals. Students will work in teams to gather data, conduct a rigorous site analysis, develop proposed solutions, and present their work to one another, the instructor, and outside reviewers. The course will culminate in the production of a report that will be presented to the client and the city. The course will also introduce a wide range of tools and concepts for urban analysis, and work to hone visual communication skills. 

Although this section of 201 emphasizes the physical and spatial aspects of the site, a range of contextual factors must be considered, including: community priorities, land use, transportation, built form, ecological conditions, the public realm, economic conditions, and historical context. 
THE PROJECT
This semester we will be working with Catholic Charities, The San jose Redevelopment Agency, and SJSU's CommUniverCity program to conduct a planning and design study in support of the Franklin-McKinley Children's Initiative, an innovative program to bring intensive support to families in a socially and economically distressed San Jose neighborhood. We will work with service providers and community stakeholders to examine and improve the role of the physical environment in local issues, including public health, transportation and access, and economic opportunity.

CLASS SCHEDULE (subject to modification)

	I. Problem Definition

	8/26
	Introductions, D Salazar talk, Job Assignments

	9/1
	Downtown SJ Walk, client briefings

	9/8
	Site Tour, client briefings

	II. Information gathering and Site Analysis

	9/15
	Adobe Illustrator Workshop, base map development

	9/22
	TBA -- Storyboards

	9/29
	Site Analysis Pinup

	10/6
	SITE ANALYSIS REVIEW

	III. Research and Proposal Generation

	10/13
	TBA

	10/20
	Case Studies

	10/27
	INTERIM EVALUATIONS

	11/3
	Solution Proposals

	11/10
	TBA

	IV. Production and Presentation

	11/17
	DRAFT REPORT

	11/24
	TBA

	12/1
	TBA

	12/8
	FINAL REPORT

	12/15
	FINAL PRESENTATION


A TYPICAL DAY

4:00 
Gather and review Agenda

4:30 
Programmed activity: Tour, Site Visit, Guest Speaker, or Instructor/Student Presentation

6:30 
Pinup and Discussion

7:00 
Dinner Break, Instructor Consultations

7:30 
Meetings

8:30 
Team Work Session

COURSE FEE
There will be a $50 course fee, which will be collected at the 2nd class meeting (9/2) and used for collective purposes including supplies, printing and occasional food orders while we work.

TEAM JOBS

Students will each have a “team job” on which they will take the lead throughout the semester. These will be assigned in the first week, based on each student’s existing skills, skills they are interested in acquiring, and team needs. Few, if any, of you will get your ideal job, but we will do our best to match needs with skills and each of you is expected to follow through in the service of the team.
· Students may switch jobs with one another, if both agree, with the instructor’s permission.

· Students should engage one another through meetings and appointments as appropriate.

WORKING TEAMS

Students with also be part of a working team of 3-4 people, who will take on specific topics. These will most likely include:

· Demographics, Economics, and Social Factors

· Land use and Urban Form

· Transportation and Infrastructure

· Public Realm

· Natural Factors and Sustainability

INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENTS AND PINUPS

Students will have regular individual assignments, and will be expected to pin up their work nearly every week. These assignments will help students become familiar with basic techniques of physical analysis and visual communications, get comfortable sharing and discussing their work, and delve into a range of site issues.

READINGS
There is no required textbook or reader for the course, but I will assign readings periodically and I expect you to come prepared to discuss them. you will also be expected to read extensively in local planning documents and codes, and planning and design literature relevant to your course research.
TOOLS and EQUIPMENT
Each student should acquire:

· A sketchbook, for notes, ideas, and drawings. Expect to turn in your sketchbook for review by the instructor.

· An engineer’s scale, for quick reference when dealing with maps and diagrams.

· A selection of drawing pens and pencils, for completing sketch assignments.

· A thumb drive, at least 2GB, or other ready means to transfer large files easily.

· A digital camera, ideally more than just a phone camera, for photographing the site and other relevant and inspiring places.

GRADING:

Grading will be based on the following:

	Attendance and Participation
	25%

	Individual Assignments and pinups
	25%

	Performance of “Team Job”
	25%

	Teamwork and Communication
	25%


EXPECTATIONS:

201 is designed to be a culminating experience where you apply what you've learned in your coursework, your jobs and internships, and your personal life experience to the study of a neighborhood-level urban planning issue.  

201 is a studio course, which means that most of our time will be spent working intensively in small teams. As in a professional setting, it is your responsibility to work together to met the challenges of the project, regardless of differing opinions or skills, other commitments, or interpersonal challenges. Patience, compromise and realism are as important as working hard or knowing a lot. Students are expected to be proactive and conscientious in shaping the planning process, seeking out information, and communicating both inside and outside the studio.
Because presentations are given to outside review panels, extensions cannot be granted. Only under extraordinary circumstances, and with the instructor’s advance permission, can individual conflicts be accommodated.

Collaboration is a fundamental element of professional planning practice. Students should expect to share their work with each other and the instructor at all stages. Students of different levels are expected to work together and communicate effectively. Grading will reflect engagement, commitment, progress and communication, not simply the quality of the final products. 

The end product of 201 is a professional-grade report and the satisfaction that comes from knowing that you've played an important role as a planner for the betterment of a local community.  A number of past 201 reports have won awards from the American Planning Association – a big boost to any resume. 
WHAT IS 201 LIKE?
In short, it's very hard work but a lot of fun, too.  It is important to understand from the outset that six-credit 201 is not a lecture-based, passive-learning type of course.  Instead, it is an "out of the classroom and into the neighborhoods"-oriented, small-team-based, project-focused, client-centered course where YOU take the initiative to design a work plan, delegate responsibilities, and execute the project.  I will b there as a resource to provide information, feedback, and guidance.

ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR
I am an urban designer, meaning (for me) a city planner who deals first and foremost with the physical form and arrangement of buildings, streets, open space, and infrastructure that together constitute urban places. I have an MCP from UC Berkeley (1999). I have worked for large private firms, public agencies, and nonprofits, as both an employee and a consultant. I've worked on numerous projects including plans for Treasure Island, Bay Meadows, and Downtown San Jose. 
I have a strong interest in art, design, and film, and co-founded city|space, and nonprofit that explores cities and urbanism through exhibitions and cultural programs.

Right now I work for SPUR, the San Francisco Planning and Urban Research Association, where I am working on a Master Plan for Ocean Beach. I live in Oakland with my family, including my 10-month old son, Caleb, who consumes a lot of my time these days.
Academic integrity statement, plagiarism, and citing sources properly

SJSU’s Policy on Academic Integrity states: "Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University, and the University's Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development" (Academic Senate Policy S07-2). The policy on academic integrity can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm.

Plagiarism is the use of someone else's language, images, data, or ideas without proper attribution. It is a very serious offense both in the university and in your professional work. In essence, plagiarism is both theft and lying: you have stolen someone else's ideas, and then lied by implying that they are your own.

Plagiarism will lead to grade penalties and a record filed with the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. In severe cases, students may also fail the course or even be expelled from the university.

If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, it is your responsibility to make sure you clarify the issues before you hand in draft or final work.

Learning when to cite a source and when not to is an art, not a science. However, here are some examples of plagiarism that you should be careful to avoid:

· If you use a sentence (or even part of a sentence) that someone else wrote and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you paraphrase somebody else's theory or idea and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you use a picture or table from a webpage or book and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If your work incorporates data someone else has collected and you don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

The University of Indiana has developed a very helpful website with concrete examples about proper paraphrasing and quotation. See in particular the following pages:

· Overview of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/overview.html
· Examples of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
· Plagiarism quiz at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/test.html
If you still have questions, feel free to talk to me personally. There is nothing wrong with asking for help, whereas even unintentional plagiarism is a serious offense.

Citation style

It is important to properly cite any references you use in your assignments. The Department of Urban and Regional Planning uses Kate Turabian's "A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th edition" (University of Chicago Press, 2007, ISBN-10: 0-226-82336-9). Copies are available in the SJSU King Library. Additionally, the book is relatively inexpensive, and you may wish to purchase a copy. Please note that Turabian's book describes two systems for referencing materials: (1) “notes” (footnotes or endnotes), plus a corresponding bibliography, and (2) in-text parenthetical references, plus a corresponding reference list. 
Accommodation for Disabilities

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.
