Urban and Regional Policy Analysis – URBP 236

Spring 2009
	Instructor:
	Professor Earl G. Bossard A.I.C.P

	Office location:
	WSQ 218B

	Office Telephone:
	408-924-5860    (Tuesday p.m. until Wednesday 3:30 p.m.)

Home Telephone 530-758-1602 (Thur – Mon. 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.)



	Email:
	Bossard3@pacbell.net

	Office hours:
	Wednesdays: 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. (on field trip days 9 a.m.-11:30 p.m.)
And by appointment on Tues. 7:00-11:00 p.m. or Wed. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.


	Class days/time:
	Sec. 1: Tues. 4:00-6:45 p.m.;  Sec. 2: Wed. 4:00-6:45 p.m.

	Classroom:
	Clark 127

	Prerequisites:
	If you first enrolled in MUP program at SJSU during the fall 2006 semester, or later, to enroll in this course, you must have passed the Writing Skills Test (WST). For more information about the WST, visit the Learning Assistance Resource Center website at http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/resources/wst_prep/tips/. 
(MUP students who first enrolled prior to the fall 2006 semester are exempt from the WST requirement.)

It is suggested that this course be taken by MUP candidates after their 1st year in the program

	
	


Course Catalog Description:

URBP 236. Urban and Regional Development Policy Analysis

Analytical historical, and cross-cultural approaches to explain and evaluate the public policy making process with particular reference to urban and regional planning and development. 

Course Description and Objectives:

This seminar course is an exploration of urban and regional development policy analysis within the context of understanding of how places change over time. The course introduces methods of public policy analysis such as identifying data sources, establishing criteria for policy analysis, assessing policy alternatives, monitoring and evaluating policy implementation. Students will work on a policy case study to apply techniques of policy analysis. The course will provide an overview of the policy processes and the policy issues people working in urban and regional development have to face.  The course theme this semester is sustainable development, with emphasis on transit-oriented development (TOD).
Class discussions will explore practical policy examples developed by institutions involved in urban and regional policy making. Additional readings will either be available on the internet, or handed out in class.  Optional, but highly recommended field trips to visit sustainable developments and TOD projects and to meet persons associated with sustainable development and TOD policies and projects will be taken on three afternoons, usually sometime between 1 p.m. and 6 p.m., allowing time for students to return for 7:15 p.m. classes.  There will be one class meeting in Davis, tentatively scheduled for Saturday, March 14, between 9:30 and 3 p.m., or later. 
Policy Case Study Analysis

The major course assignment will be a policy case study analysis focusing on a topic related to sustainable development or transit-oriented development.   As such case studies are newly emerging phenomena without an established set of detailed guidelines, part of your assignment will be to develop and defend the procedure you use for your case study.  “Transit-Oriented Development: Developing a Strategy to Measure Success,” a February 2005 report by Renne and Wells, is an example that could be used for the analysis of a TOD related policy (or project undertaken to implement a policy). http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_rrd_294.pdf.  
Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to:
1. Identify data sources for policy analysis

2. Establish criteria for policy analysis for institutions across scale (local, regional, state and national) and sector (public, private, non-profit)

3. Develop a policy analysis / program evaluation plan for a particular public policy
Evaluation components should include:

· History and context for the problem to be addressed including the land use locational implications

· Measures to be used to evaluate current conditions

· Stakeholder analysis following the Clemons & McBeth format, usually indentifying the interests and power of the stakeholders and grouping them by area, i.e. site, neighborhood, city, region/state, and national/international

· Policy/program options possible

· Standards for success 

4. Communicate the program evaluation plan to the general public with the help of clear, accurate and compelling text, images, and maps in documents and oral presentations.

5. Use program evaluation tools like benefit-cost analysis and fiscal impact analysis. 
Course Prerequisite:

If you first enrolled in MUP program at SJSU during the fall 2006 semester, or later, to enroll in this course, you must have passed the Writing Skills Test (WST). For more information about the WST, visit the Learning Assistance Resource Center website at http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/resources/wst_prep/tips/. 
(MUP students who first enrolled prior to the fall 2006 semester are exempt from the WST requirement.)

It is suggested that this course be taken by MUP candidates after their 1st year in the program.
Required Course Readings:

Required texts (available at the SJSU Spartan Bookstore)
(BSW)  Bluestone, Barry, Mary Stevenson, and Russell Williams, The Urban Experience –     Economics, Society, and Public Policy, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008)


ISBN 978-0-19-531308-6   
(C&M) Clemons, Randall S. and Mark K. McBeth, Public Policy Praxis - Theory and Pragmatism: A Case Approach, 2nd ed. (New York: Pearson/Longman, 2009). 


ISBN-13:978-0-13-605652-2

Recommended Texts

(NTT) The New Transit Town – Best Practices in Transit-Oriented Development, edited by Hank Dittmar and Gloria Ohland, (Washington, D.C: Island Press, 2004)                      ISBN 1-155963-1171.

Renne and Wells: Transit Oriented Development: Developing A Strategy to Measure Success
 RRD 294 on Internet: http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_rrd_294.pdf
Additional Readings will be available on the course website, on the www.Planetizen.com website, distributed in class, or listed in weekly emails from the instructor.  FYI: Information on TOD locations http://www.tndtownpaper.com/neighborhoods.htm
Course Assignments and Grading Policy:

Your grade for the course will be based primarily on the following assignments:

	Assignment Title
	Percent of Total Grade

	Class Participation
	10%

	Reflection papers and other assignments
	30%

	TOD/ Sustainable Development Seminar  (team of 1 or 2;                  40 minutes per team member 
	20%

	Policy case study written paper  and presentation to the class
	40%

	
	

	                        Total.
	100%


There will be four short reflection papers regarding field trips and walkability, neighborhood sustainability assessment, county and regional policies, and other topics. The Reflection papers grade will be based on the average of the assignments.
Academic integrity statement, plagiarism, and citing sources properly

SJSU’s Policy on Academic Integrity states: "Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University, and the University's Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development" (Academic Senate Policy S07-2). The policy on academic integrity can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm.

Plagiarism is the use of someone else's language, images, data, or ideas without proper attribution. It is a very serious offense both in the university and in your professional work. In essence, plagiarism is both theft and lying: you have stolen someone else's ideas, and then lied by implying that they are your own.

Plagiarism will lead to grade penalties and a record filed with the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. In severe cases, students may also fail the course or even be expelled from the university.

If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, it is your responsibility to make sure you clarify the issues before you hand in draft or final work.

Learning when to cite a source and when not to is an art, not a science. However, here are some examples of plagiarism that you should be careful to avoid:

· If you use a sentence (or even part of a sentence) that someone else wrote and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you paraphrase somebody else's theory or idea and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you use a picture or table from a webpage or book and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If your work incorporates data someone else has collected and you don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

The University of Indiana has developed a very helpful website with concrete examples about proper paraphrasing and quotation. See in particular the following pages:

· Overview of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/overview.html
· Examples of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
· Plagiarism quiz at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/test.html
If you have questions, feel free to talk to me personally. There is nothing wrong with asking for help, whereas even unintentional plagiarism is a serious offense.

Citation style

It is important to properly cite any references you use in your assignments. The Department of Urban and Regional Planning uses Kate Turabian's "A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th edition" (University of Chicago Press, 2007, ISBN-10: 0-226-82336-9). Copies are available in the SJSU King Library. Additionally, you may wish to purchase a copy. Please note that Turabian's book describes two systems for referencing materials: (1) “notes” (footnotes or endnotes), plus a corresponding bibliography, and (2) in-text parenthetical references, plus a corresponding reference list.  The instructor’s preference is for footnotes.
Accommodation for Disabilities

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.
Urban and Regional Policy Analysis – URBP 236

Spring 2009
Tentative Course Schedule
(Any changes will be discussed in class and sent via email with as much notice as possible.)
Text Readings for BSW (Bluestone, Stevenson & Williams), 
C&M (Clemons & McBeth) and NTT  (New Transit Town)
Chapter Questions and Exercises (Q&E) in the BSW text to be discussed

are indicated after the BSW reading assignments.

(Dates of Student Seminar Presentations Subject to Change until 2/11/09)
Class - Date
_______Topic                                                   Text Reading & Assignments 

1 - 1/27-28  
Course Introduction, Intro to Web Information sources, Walkability Measures



Reflection Assignment 1: Use of the Internet to Evaluate Neighborhood Walkability



Review of previous course student final presentations. 
BSW ch1, skim ch. 2.











Ch 1 Q&E 1-6

2 – 2/3-4
Fiscal Impact Analysis, Regional Development Trends and Housing Problems


Assignment 1 presentation due.

C&M ch8 especially  pp.275-293

Student Seminar leaders, topics & dates agreed upon with the instructor  
(see list of suggested topics at end of this greensheet) 

BSW ch. 3








Ch 3 Q&E 1-4 for San Jose or Silicon Valley

3 – 2/10-11  
Understanding the Dynamics of Metropolitan Development

BSW ch. 3-4

Seventeenth to Twentieth Centuries 



  Ch 4 Q&E 1-3, 5-6

Assignment 1 short written paper due 
 


         

4 – 2/17-18 
Understanding the Dynamics of Metropolitan Development

BSW ch. 5



In the Twenty-First Century


Ch 5 Q&E 1, 2 & 4


Student Seminars:






NTT ch. 1-6

1A. Neighborhood Walkability & Bicycle Friendliness:

1B. Traffic Calming and TOD:


Assignment 2 Assessing Neighborhood Sustainable Development distributed.

5 – 2/24-25      Current Urban Public Sector Policy Issues & Transportation Infrastructure








BSW ch. 9 and ch10 pp.348-366











Ch 10 Q&E 7-9

 Student Seminars:






2C. Parking and TOD: 

2D1. Bus Rapid Transit and TOD: 

2D2. Rail & TOD






                  
 
6 - 3/3-4          Current Urban Housing Market, Residential Location, and Housing Policy Issues









BSW ch12 Ch 12 Q&E 1-5

 Introduction to Sustainable Development Websites  

Transportation Related Aspects of TOD


Assignment 3: Rational and Pragmatic Alternatives for Policy Planning and Analysis Regarding TOD and/or Sustainability at Various Governmental Levels distributed

Student Seminars 3E & 3F 

3E. TOD versus its “evil twin” TAD

3F. Density and neighborhood acceptance of new TODs:

3G. Smart Growth, TOD, and Fiscal impacts on communities:

7 – 3/10-11
Current Land-Use Controls, Sprawl, and Smart Growth Urban Policy Issues



Urban Well-Being, Civility, and Civic Engagement
BSW ch 13 ch 13 Q&E 1&4










BSW ch 15 Q&E 1&2



Envisioning Neighborhood Sustainable Development

Bossard EN draft

Mar. 13: Students are welcome in Davis Friday evening before the Saturday Davis field trip. 
Recommended Travel  Option: Capitol Corridor Amtrak train departing San Jose 3:00p, arriving Davis 5:42p (there are 3 later trains) 



http://www.capitolcorridor.org/   to Davis and stay over at the Bossard residence 


Sat. Mar. 14 Sustainable Development in Davis, Ca

Davis Bicycle/Walking Tour, with special attention to bicycle/greenbelt development, Davis Farmers’ Market, and use of Sanborn principles to rate neighborhood sustainable development and options to visit the world famous Village Homes development.

A continental breakfast is available at the Bossard residence after 8 a.m.    
Please try to rise early and arrive early.  

Bike tour starts at 9:30 a.m. from Bossard Residence, 

401 Del Oro Ave. Davis, CA 95616, phone 530-758-1602. 

9:30 a.m.  Briefing on Sustainable Davis

9:50 a.m. Depart on bikes for greenbelt trip to north and east Davis

10:30 a.m.  Mace Ranch nature preserves, South Davis greenbelts and bikeway              
                   under I-80 to downtown Davis

12:15 – 1:00 p.m. lunch @ Davis Farmers’ Market, 3rd & C St.,       

1:00-1:45 p.m.  Downtown Davis walking tour including Aggie Village

1:45 p.m. 3 p.m. Option to bicycle to West Davis, Village Homes, return to Bossard residence

3: 15 – 4: 45 p.m. Option to review Sanborn Principles assessment of Davis census tracts.  Reference EN III, Chapter 11, 2008 draft. 



http://www.villagehomesdavis.org/




http://www.tndwest.com/aggievillage.html
Either Carpool or Amtrak back to Bay Area;  Amtrak departs from Davis @  3:50, 4:55, 5:55 and 7:25 p.m. (4:55 p.m. train only to Oakland)
8 – 3/17-18
Different Approaches to the Policy Making Process

C&M ch. 1, 2, & 3

Rationalist Paths and Beyond;

Student Seminars: 4H, 4I, & 4J:



4H. Green building:


4I. Sustainable development: 



4J. Greenbelts an Urban-Rural Buffers

         3/24-25
No Classes Spring Break!

9 – 3/31-4-1   No Tuesday class on Cesar Chavez Day;               Wed class has field trip TBA
Possible locations: BART stations Pleasant Hill, Walnut Creek?, Berkeley?
Tuesday class students will be welcome on the Wednesday class trip this week.

Assignment 2 due on April 1 for both classes (If not hand delivered on April 1
 Field  trip, mail to 401 Del Oro Ave, Davis, CA 95616-0418 for 4/2/09 delivery. 



Read:  TNCHRP Research Results Digest 294 report by Renne and Wells.

Note: During weeks 10 to 13 there are likely to be two or three field trips sometime between the hours of 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. to allow time to return to campus for 7:15 p.m. classes. On some days field trips might start at 1 pm and on other days at 3 or 4 p.m. On some days we may return to campus for an hour or two after a field trip, while on non- field trip days we will have the lecture/discussions listed below for weeks 10-11 and some of the student seminars 5K to 5O.

10 – 4/7-8
(Tentative date) Different Approaches to the Policy Making Process II  
Role of TOD/Sustainable Design & Urban Policy 


C&M ch. 4&5



Student Seminar 5K, 5L, 5M, 5N & 5O  

Note: These seminars will be spread over weeks 10 to 14 depending on the field trip

 schedule dates and timing.


5K. Health and Neighborhood Design



5L. Accessibility to Jobs and Public Facilities 


5M. Affordable Housing, Gentrification and TOD:

5N. Evaluation of the Perspectives of TOD Nye-Sayers



5O. Other topics?

11 – 4/14-15
(Tentative date) Public Policy Analysis  - Pulling it all together

C&M ch. 6&7 

Different Approaches to the Policy Making Process III: Working with Indicators


12 – 4/21-22
 Possible field trip between 1pm and 6pm  and/or regular class meeting in Clark
Assignment 3 due

Reading: Data Driven Policy Analysis Paper (available on class website)

13 – 4/28-29
 Possible field trip between 1pm and 6pm and/or regular class meeting in Clark










Assignment 4 due

14 – 5/5-6
Summary overview of Public Policy Analysis

15 – 5/12-13
Student Presentation of Term Projects I.


No assignments except for term papers accepted after this class.
16 – 5/19-20
Student Presentation of Term Projects II.
 Written Term report Due, Term Paper & Its Presentation are the final exam.  
Possible Student Seminar Topics

Each student is expected to lead the class in a seminar session they organize (usually alone occasionally in teams of two students being responsible for about forty minutes of class time per student leader.)  Student seminars should include a reading/ internet reference list (usually requiring up to an hour to read) and a set of discussion questions presented to the instructor two weeks before the seminar date and distributed at the class meeting previous to the seminar. Student seminar leaders should both make presentations and lead discussions.  Student seminar teams, topics, and dates will be finalized at or after the second class meeting.  

Possible Student Seminar Topics –Suggestions for Related Topics are Welcome –

Student Seminar Dates Listed Above are Subject to Change Until Mid-February

A. Neighborhood Walkability and TOD

B. Neighborhood Bicycle Friendliness and TOD

C. Parking and TOD

D. Bus Rapid Transit and/or Rail and TOD

E. TOD versus its “evil twin” TAD

i.e. Neighborhood public transit usage and TOD or transit-adjacent development status 

      F.   Density and neighborhood acceptance of new TODs

      G.  Smart Growth, TOD and fiscal impacts on communities

      H.   Green building

       I.   Sustainable Development – Ways to evaluate the long term prospects of neighborhoods

J. Greenbelts and urban-rural buffers

K.  Health and Neighborhood Design – What a Role for TOD?

L. Accessibility to jobs and public facilities as a determinant of TOD viability

M. Affordable Housing, Gentrification,  and TOD

N. Evaluation of the Perspectives of TOD-New Urbanism Nye-Sayers – Randall O’Toole, Joel

Kotkin, Wendell Cox, and Others (This could include a two person debate type format.)

O. Others?  
Reflection Papers and Other Assignments:

Usually these assignments will entail preparing an informal one to three page paper, based on materials available on the internet, in the required readings, or from field observation. Oftentimes these papers will be shared with a classmate and/or be the basis of discussion by either small groups or the entire class.
Note: The reflection assignment list and due dates are tentative and may be revised after field trips and student seminars are scheduled.
1. Reflection Assignment 1: Use of the Internet to Evaluate Neighborhood Walkability

2. Reflection Assignment 2: Assessing Neighborhood Sustainable Development 
3. Reflection Assignment 3: Rational and Pragmatic Alternatives for Policy Planning and Analysis




          Regarding TOD and/or Sustainability at Various Governmental Levels 
4. Reflection Assignment 4: TOD issues in Field Trip Locations
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