URBP 142/260 Introduction to Environmental Planning / Environmental Planning Topics: Environmental Justice
Spring 2009

	Instructor:
	Matthew Krupp

	Office location:
	Library Cafe

	Telephone:
	408-429-5236 (m), 408-945-5182 (o)

	Email:
	matt.krupp@sanjoseca.gov

	Office hours:
	Wednesday 3-4 or by appointment

	Class days/time:
	Wednesday 4-6:45

	Classroom:
	Sweeney Hall, Room 315


Course Description and Objectives:

The class will examine the complex land use planning conflicts surrounding the development, construction, and operation of industrial facilities including environmental facilities like landfills, recycling centers, and wastewater treatment plants. While many of these facilities are incredibly valuable in protecting public health and the larger “environment,” these same facilities also produce localized impacts. Historically, these environmental facilities often have been located in low-income communities of color and have resulted in higher incidents of pollution related diseases. 

The class will look at the history of building industrial environmental and other polluting industrial facilities across the globe and in the Bay Area, the movement for environmental justice and equity, and tools to build a just sustainable future.

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to:

1. Understand the connection between historic planning movements, regional and local environmental protection, and public health to the development of urban infrastructure

2. Apply the global lessons of social and environmental justice to a local planning issue
3. Understand the key environmental justice issues facing the Bay Area

4. Identify planning tools to help overcome (or mitigate) historic (and current) environmental injustice and environmental racism to build better communities

Required Course Readings:

Bullard, Robert D. The Quest for Environmental Justice: Human Rights and the Politics of Pollution. San Francisco: Sierra Club Books, 2005. ISBN-13: 9781578051205

Optional recommended reading:

Agyeman, Julian. Sustainable Communities and the Challenge of Environmental Justice. New York and London: New York University Press, 2005.  ISBN-13: 978-0814707111

George, Rose. The Big Necessity: The Unmentionable World of Human Waste and Why It Matters. New York: Metropolitan Books, 2008. ISBN-13: 978-0805082715

Course Assignments and Grading Policy:

Your grade for the course will be based primarily on the following assignments:

	Assignment Title
	Percent of Total Grade

	Paper 1: Global EJ Issues (8-12 pages)
	20%

	Paper 2: Activist Interview (8-12 pages)
	20%

	Paper 3: EJ in Northern California (12-15 pages)
	40%

	Class Participation
	20%


Paper 1: This assignment will examine a global environmental justice issue. The paper will provide the context of the EJ issue, tactics by different parties (community, corporate, or government) to affect the outcome, and what is the current status or final outcome to address environmental justice. 

Length: 8-12 pages

Due: February 25, 2009

Paper 2: This assignment will be an interview of a current or former EJ community activist, government agent, developer, or NIMBY activist. The paper will summarize the interview and the findings on what were the individual’s motivations, what techniques did the individual employ to achieve desired results, and what were the successes and failures. The interview subject cannot be a participant from the issues addressed in the first paper. 

Length: 8-12 pages

Due: April 15, 2009

Paper 3: The final paper will be a detailed discussion and analysis of an environmental justice campaign in the Northern California. Students may build on the second paper but must develop more refined thought and argumentation related to the EJ issue. The paper should focus on specific planning tools employed to move towards environmental and social sustainability. 

Length: 12-15 pages

Due: May 13, 2009 

Other grading/assignment issues

Late assignments will be reduced one letter grade per day. Students are expected to complete all assignments and attend all classes. Unexcused absences will result in a fractional letter grade drop.  

Academic integrity statement, plagiarism, and citing sources properly

SJSU’s Policy on Academic Integrity states: "Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University, and the University's Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development" (Academic Senate Policy S07-2). The policy on academic integrity can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm.

Plagiarism is the use of someone else's language, images, data, or ideas without proper attribution. It is a very serious offense both in the university and in your professional work. In essence, plagiarism is both theft and lying: you have stolen someone else's ideas, and then lied by implying that they are your own.

Plagiarism will lead to grade penalties and a record filed with the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. In severe cases, students may also fail the course or even be expelled from the university.

If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, it is your responsibility to make sure you clarify the issues before you hand in draft or final work.

Learning when to cite a source and when not to is an art, not a science. However, here are some examples of plagiarism that you should be careful to avoid:

· If you use a sentence (or even part of a sentence) that someone else wrote and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you paraphrase somebody else's theory or idea and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you use a picture or table from a webpage or book and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If your work incorporates data someone else has collected and you don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

The University of Indiana has developed a very helpful website with concrete examples about proper paraphrasing and quotation. See in particular the following pages:

· Overview of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/overview.html
· Examples of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
· Plagiarism quiz at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/test.html
If you still have questions, feel free to talk to me personally. There is nothing wrong with asking for help, whereas even unintentional plagiarism is a serious offense.

Citation style

It is important to properly cite any references you use in your assignments. The Department of Urban and Regional Planning uses Kate Turabian's "A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th edition" (University of Chicago Press, 2007, ISBN-10: 0-226-82336-9). Copies are available in the SJSU King Library. Additionally, the book is relatively inexpensive, and you may wish to purchase a copy. Please note that Turabian's book describes two systems for referencing materials: (1) “notes” (footnotes or endnotes), plus a corresponding bibliography, and (2) in-text parenthetical references, plus a corresponding reference list. 

(Instructors can indicate which style they prefer here).

Accommodation for Disabilities

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.
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Tentative Course Schedule

Any changes will be discussed in class with as much notice as possible. All assigned readings are for the week listed.

PART 1: Making the city better for some but not all

1. January 28 – What is Environmental Justice and why is this concept important to practicing planners? 

Class activity: Introductions, discussion of class format, and a discussion about what is environmental justice. 

2. February 4 – “Zoned for Garbage” 
Class activity: Discussion of reading and the social formation of the environmental justice movement and the use of zoning as a tool for segregation.  
Reading: Bullard, Part One (p. 1-84). 

3. February 11 – Making the city beautiful 
Class activity: Discussion of the origins of the City Beautiful movement, its connection to public health, and failed utopian visions.  
Reading: Fishman, Robert. “Urban Utopias: Ebenezer Howard and Le Corbusier.” Pp. 19-67. Campbell, S. and Fainstein, S., in Readings in Planning Theory. Malden and Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1996. 

Wilson, William H. “Glory, Destruction, and Meaning of the City Beautiful Movement.” Pp. 68-102. Campbell, S. and Fainstein, S., in Readings in Planning Theory. Malden and Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1996.

Jacobs, Jane. “The Death and Life of Great American Cities.” Pp. 103-120. Campbell, S. and Fainstein, S., in Readings in Planning Theory. Malden and Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1996.
4. February 18 – Rational planning?
Class activity: Discussion on how rational planning led to environmental degradation of communities of color and displacement of whole communities through urban renewal efforts.  

Reading: Hall, Peter. “City of Towers” Pp. 204-240, Cities of Tomorrow. Malden and Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1988.

Melosi, Martin V. “Bottles at the End of the Pipe” and “The Third Pillar in Sanitary Services” Pp. 97-128, Sanitary City: Urban Infrastructure in America from Colonial Times to the Present. Baltimore & London: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2000.

*Omi, Michael and Winant, Howard. “The Great Transformation” Pp. 95-112, Racial Formation in the United States from the 1960s to the 1990s. New York and London: Routledge, 1994. 

PART 2: The Struggle for Environmental Justice

5. February 25 – Industrial Hazards
Class activity: Discussion of the hazards placed on communities by polluting industries

Reading:  Bullard, Part Two (p. 85-142).  

Paper #1 due

6. March 4 –Hurricane Katrina
Class activity: Discussion of the delivery of disaster response services and the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. 

Reading: Morse, Reilly. “Environmental Justice Through the Eye of Hurricane Katrina,” Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies Health Policy Institute, Washington, D.C. 2008.

Video: “The Old Man and the Storm,” Frontline, January 6, 2009. http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/katrina/view/.

7. March 11 – Waste doesn’t have to flow down hill
Class activity: Discussion of the impacts of living near a solid waste or wastewater facility. 

Reading:  Carrera, Jennifer and Gasteyer, Stephen. “Wastewater, Public Health and Environmental Justice: Some Reflections on Implications and Strategies” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Sheraton Boston and the Boston Marriott Copley Place, Boston, MA, Jul 31, 2008. http://www.allacademic.com//meta/p_mla_apa_research_citation/2/4/1/6/4/pages241644/p241644-1.php.

Villanueva, Monika and Walden, Barbara. “Environmental Justice, Community Awareness & the San Francisco Wastewater Treatment System.” May 14, 2007. http://userwww.sfsu.edu/~bewalden/documents/wwtpandej.pdf. 

8. March 18 – The Bay Area’s own fight for Environmental Justice



Guest Speaker – Richmond/Oakland (refinery/port)
Reading: Pastor, M., Sadd, J., and Morello-Frosch, R. “Still toxic after all these years: Air quality and environmental justice in the San Francisco Bay Area,” Center for Justice, Tolerance and Community, University of California, Santa Cruz, 2007.
9. March 25 - No Class – Spring Break
10. April 1 – The Bay Area’s own fight for Environmental Justice



Guest Speaker – San Jose (Brownfields and land contamination)
Reading:  Local Issues
11. April 8 – The Bay Area’s own fight for Environmental Justice



Guest Speaker – San Francisco (wastewater plant)
Reading:  Local Issues
PART 3: Building a community for all

12. April 15 – Participatory research and making a difference as a planner 

Class activity: Discussion of Paper #2 and outlines for Paper #3
Reading:  *Forester, John. “Listening: The Social Policy of Everyday Life” Pp. 107-118, Planning in the Face of Power. Berkeley, Los Angeles, and London: University of California Press, 1989. 
Paper #2 due

13. April 22 – Sustainable Development 

Class activity: Discussion of strategies to integrate an understanding of environmental justice into sustainable planning practice and land-use decisions.

Reading:  Bullard, Part Three (p. 143-206).

*Orfield, Myron. “Building Regional Collaborations between Cities and Suburbs” Pp. 323-344. Bullard, Robert, in Growing Smarter: Achieving Livable Communities, Environmental Justice, and Regional Equity. Cambridge: MIT Press, 2007.

14. April 29 – Land Use and Community Planning tools to build communities of justice and equity
Class activity: Discussion of successful land-use and community planning tools to help build communities that embody justice and equity.

Reading:  “Environmental Justice Opportunity Assessment and Analysis” prepared by the Center for Justice Tolerance and Community, University of California Santa Cruz, for the California Integrated Waste Management Board, December 2004.

Matsuoka, Martha. “Healthy Communities from the Ground Up: Environmental Justice in California,” Asian Pacific Environmental Network, et al, September 2003.  

15. May 6 – Class Presentations 

Class activity: Presentations of Paper #3, discussion of Forester reading.

Reading:  Forester, John. “The Promise of Activist Mediation in Planning and Public Management” Pp. 155-197, The Deliberate Practitioner: Encouraging Participatory Planning Processes. Cambridge and London: The MIT Press, 1999.
16. May 13 – The global struggle for just sustainability, environmental justice, and climate justice
Class activity: Discussion about standing tall in the face of power and the new challenge of climate change

Reading: Bullard, Chapters 11 and 14 (p. 222-238 and p. 279-298).

Hoerner, Andrew J. and Robinson, Nia. “A Climate Change: African Americans, Global Warming, and a Just Climate Policy for the U.S.” Environmental Justice and Climate Change Initiative, Oakland, CA, July 2008.

Paper #3 due 

URBP 142/260, Introduction to Environmental Planning / Environmental Planning Topics: Environmental Justice 

Spring Semester

 page 1 of 1

