URBP 200: Seminar on Urban & Regional Planning 
Spring 2009
	Instructor:
	Hilary Nixon

	Office location:
	WSQ 218A

	Telephone:
	408 924-5852

	Email:
	hilary.nixon@sjsu.edu 

	Office hours:
	Wednesdays & Thursdays, 1-3:30 p.m. and by appointment

	Class days/time:
	Wednesdays, 4-6:45 p.m.

	Classroom:
	CL 129

	Prerequisites:
	Passage of Writing Skills Test (WST)


Course Catalog Description:

Overview of the historical development of urban and regional planning in the United States, as well as prominent theories of urban planning practice. Emphasizing the connection between the theoretical and historical material and current planning practice. Prerequisite: Passage of Writing Skills Test.
Course Description and Objectives:

This course is designed.

1. Apply the history and theory of planning in relation to social and economic structures, including, but not limited to, such characteristics as income, race, ethnicity, and gender. (Assessed through Community History Assignment and Student Planner Profile Assignment)

2. Understand the ethics of professional practice and behavior, including the relationship to clients and the public, and the role of citizens in a democratic society. (Assessed through Ethics Assignment)

3. Understand the role of government and civic participation in a democratic society and the balancing of individual and collective rights and interests. (Assessed through Student Planner Profile Assignment)

4. Communicate effectively in writing. (Assessed through Literature Review Assignment)
Course Prerequisite:

The course meets the university’s Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement. Prior to enrolling in this course, all students must have taken and passed the university’s Writing Skills Test (WST). Students who graduated from SJSU or another CSU do not need to take the WST.

Required Course Readings:

Stein, Jay M., ed. Classic Readings in Urban Planning. Chicago: Planners Press, 2004. 

Brooks, Michael P., ed. Planning Theory for Practicing Planners. Chicago: Planners Press, 2002.

UrbanPlan handbook available for purchase from the instructor ($15).
Course Assignments and Grading Policy:

Your grade for the course will be based primarily on the following assignments:

	Assignment Title
	Percent of Total Grade

	UrbanPlan Presentation, Participation, Exercises, and Quiz
	30%

	Literature Review Assignment*
	30%

	Ethics Assignment
	15%

	Student Planner Profile
	15%

	Community History Assignment
	10%


Student participation in class discussions is a vital component of this course. Students should make every attempt to attend all classes and actively participate in discussions. If a student misses a significant number of lectures or does not actively participate (in a substantial and thoughtful manner) in discussions related to the course readings or lecture topic, this will impact the final course grade. Student attendance during the weeks where we will be conducting the UrbanPlan activity is essential. Your grade will be significantly impacted if you miss any of these classes. Students should plan their schedules accordingly.
*Please note: This course satisfies the GWAR requirement for SJSU. In order to meet the GWAR requirement, you must receive at least a “C” grade on the “Literature Review Assignment” portion of this course. Students who receive a grade below “C” for this part of the course will not meet the GWAR requirement, even if their overall grade for the course is higher. Please check with me if you are unclear about these requirements.
Other grading/assignment issues

Late assignments (those turned in after 4:00 p.m. on the due date) will not be accepted for full credit. A 10% grade reduction will be applied for assignments turned in up to 24 hours late. After the first 24 hours, each 24-hour period that follows will result in an additional 10% grade reduction. If life begins to overtake you such that you expect you will not be able to complete an assignment on time and you let me know well before the due date, it may be possible for us to make alternative arrangements that will reduce the grade penalty for lateness. Any student who fails to turn in all graded assignments will automatically fail the course.

Google Groups

URBP 200 (Wednesday) has its own Google Group (http://groups.google.com/group/urbplan200). Each student will be able to have membership in the Google Group and this will be a place for us to share documents, view course-related materials, and participate in discussions about planning-related topics and course readings. Our Google Group is a private group and the information we post and discuss will only be available to group members. To send an e-mail to all group members (including myself) use the following e-mail address: urbplan200@googlegroups.com. Students will be asked to submit their preferred e-mail for an invitation to the Google Group. If you have an existing Google account, please use the e-mail associated with that account. If you do not have a Google account, you will need to create one (note: this does not require you to have a gmail.com e-mail address, it simply means you create an account at google.com and you can associate whatever e-mail address you like with this account).
Academic integrity statement, plagiarism, and citing sources properly

SJSU’s Policy on Academic Integrity states: "Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University, and the University's Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development" (Academic Senate Policy S07-2). The policy on academic integrity can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm.

Plagiarism is the use of someone else's language, images, data, or ideas without proper attribution. It is a very serious offense both in the university and in your professional work. In essence, plagiarism is both theft and lying: you have stolen someone else's ideas, and then lied by implying that they are your own.

Plagiarism will lead to grade penalties and a record filed with the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. In severe cases, students may also fail the course or even be expelled from the university.

If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, it is your responsibility to make sure you clarify the issues before you hand in draft or final work.

Learning when to cite a source and when not to is an art, not a science. However, here are some examples of plagiarism that you should be careful to avoid:

· If you use a sentence (or even part of a sentence) that someone else wrote and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you paraphrase somebody else's theory or idea and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you use a picture or table from a webpage or book and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If your work incorporates data someone else has collected and you don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

The University of Indiana has developed a very helpful website with concrete examples about proper paraphrasing and quotation. See in particular the following pages:

· Overview of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/overview.html
· Examples of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
· Plagiarism quiz at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/test.html
If you still have questions, feel free to talk to me personally. There is nothing wrong with asking for help, whereas even unintentional plagiarism is a serious offense.

Citation style

It is important to properly cite any references you use in your assignments. The Department of Urban and Regional Planning uses Kate Turabian's "A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th edition" (University of Chicago Press, 2007, ISBN-10: 0-226-82336-9). Copies are available in the SJSU King Library. Additionally, the book is relatively inexpensive, and you may wish to purchase a copy. Please note that Turabian's book describes two systems for referencing materials: (1) “notes” (footnotes or endnotes), plus a corresponding bibliography, and (2) in-text parenthetical references, plus a corresponding reference list. I will provide a brief overview of Turabian, with a particular emphasis on journal articles since this will be a component of your literature review assignment. Citing sources is not difficult, but it does require attention to detail and some time to make sure everything is properly formatted. 
Accommodation for Disabilities

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.
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Tentative Course Schedule
The assigned readings cover a wide range of topics in urban planning and include some classic texts in the field. Additional readings may also be assigned and will be distributed to students directly or posted on the Google Groups site. The course schedule listed below is tentative and it is likely that it will be updated as the course progresses. Assignment deadlines are unlikely to change, however, in the event that due dates are adjusted, students will be given as much advance notice as possible. Make sure to review the schedule carefully, some days carry over onto the next page.

	Date
	Topic
	Reading (read in advance for the class date listed)
	Assignments (due by 4 p.m. on date listed)

	Jan. 28
	Introductions; Course Overview; Introduction to Planning
	
	

	Feb. 4
	Evolution of the City; Intro to UrbanPlan
	“Planning Practice and Political Power” in Planning Theory for Practitioners
“The Crystallization of the City: The First Urban Transformation” by Lewis Mumford in Classic Readings
“Towns, Time, and Tradition: The Legacy of Planning in Frontier America” by John Reps in Classic Readings 
	Exercises 1 & 2 (UrbanPlan)

	Feb. 11
	UrbanPlan: City objectives; importance/purpose of market analysis & financial targets

Guest speaker
	Readings from UrbanPlan handbook: About UrbanPlan, RFP, Site Plan, Design Guidelines, Creating an Effective Development Team, and Neighborhood Letters
	Exercises 3, 4, & 5 (UrbanPlan)

	Feb. 18
	UrbanPlan: Demo financial spreadsheet (with Marisita Jarvis), work on development plan
	Readings from UrbanPlan handbook: Presentation, Jury Review Checklist, Existing Buildings, New Building, and Building Tools
	Review financial spreadsheet

	Feb. 25
	UrbanPlan: Facilitation with guest speaker, work on development plan
	
	1+ development plan scenario complete

	Mar. 4
	UrbanPlan: Facilitation with guest speaker, work on development plan
	
	UrbanPlan Quiz (in class)

	Mar. 11
	UrbanPlan Presentations
	
	Presentation of development plan to ULI City Council Members (no .ppt, CAD, Flash, or other computer presentations allowed)

	Mar. 18
	Turabian 101; Researching and Writing a Literature Review; The Functional City

Film: The City
	“Planning Absorbs Zoning” by Carl Feiss in Classic Readings

“Understanding American Land Use Regulation Since 1970” by Frank J. Popper in Classic Readings
	Community History Assignment

	Mar. 25
	Spring Break
	
	

	Apr. 1
	Planning Ethics; Introduction to Planning Theory
	“The Critical Role of Values and Ethics” in Planning Theory for Practitioners

“Planning Practice and Planning Theory” in Planning Theory for Practitioners
	Annotated Bibliography (Literature Review Assignment Part I)

	Apr. 8
	Planning Theory
	“Centralized Rationality: The Planner as Applied Scientist” in Planning Theory for Practitioners
“Centralized Non-Rationality: The Planner Confronts Politics” in Planning Theory for Practitioners
“Decentralized Rationality: The Planner as Political Activist” in Planning Theory for Practitioners
“Decentralized Non-Rationality: The Planner as Communicator” in Planning Theory for Practitioners
	Planning Ethics Assignment

	Apr. 15
	Urban Design and Utopian Visions
	“The American Public Space” by J.B. Jackson in Classic Readings

“The Need for Concentration” by Jane Jacobs in Classic Readings
	

	Apr. 22
	Housing and Urban Renewal
	“Social and Physical Planning for the Elimination of Urban Poverty” by Herbert J. Gans in Classic Readings
“Woman-Made America: The Case of Early Public Housing Policy” by Eugenie Ladner Birch in Classic Readings
	Literature Review Detailed Outline (Literature Review Assignment Part II)

	Apr. 29
	Transportation

Film: Divided Highways
	“Autos, Transit, and the Sprawl of Los Angeles: The 1920s” by Martin Wachs in Classic Readings

“The Highway and the City” by Lewis Mumford in The Highway and the City (distributed separately)
	

	May 6
	Sustainability in Planning; AB32, SB275, Planning and Global Climate Change
	“Green Cities, Growing Cities, Just Cities? Urban Planning and the Contradictions of Sustainable Development” by Scott Campbell in Classic Readings
	

	May 13
	Student Planner Profile Presentations
	
	Student Planner Profile PowerPoint

	May 20
	Finals Week
	
	Final Literature Review (Literature Review Assignment Part III)
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