San José State University
Urban and Regional Planning Department

URBP 256: Transportation Planning – Local Issues
URBP 178 / ENVS 178: Introduction to Transportation & Urban Planning

Spring 2011

	Instructor:
	Eduardo C. Serafin, PE, AICP

	Office location:
	WSQ 218B (DURP Offices)

	Telephone:
	510-375-3997

	Email:
	eduardo.serafin@sjsu.edu 

	Office hours:
	Tuesday, 7:00 - 8:00 PM

	Class days/time:
	Tuesday, 4:00 - 6:45 PM

	Classroom:
	BBC 001

	Class website:
	https://docs.google.com/?authuser=0#folders/folder.0.0B72JzWv-3aUzY2Q2YTU5NGUtY2RhYy00NDFkLWIzYjctYWJiYzIzMjM0Yjhl 

	Prerequisites:
	None


Course Catalog Description:

Examination of transportation planning issues addressed at the neighborhood and municipal level. Not to substitute for transportation engineering. Course may be repeated for credit when topic changes.
Course Description and Student Learning Objectives:

This course introduces students to key transportation planning issues dealt with at the municipal level, including residential street design, street design for major thoroughfares, coordination of land-use and transportation planning, transit planning, approaches to addressing traffic congestion, and parking policy.  As students learn about these different transportation planning topics, the course will also teach a number of key skills critical to any transportation planner.

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to:

1. Explain the connections between travel behavior and urban form as defined by density, diversity, and design

2. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of local transportation planning tools and policies by applying five key evaluation metrics:

a. Do they improve accessibility for all modes (e.g., private vehicles, transit vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists)? 

b. Do they improve accessibility for all population groups?

c. Do they improve local quality of life (beyond providing accessibility benefits)? 

d. Do they reduce impacts of the transportation system on the natural environment?

e. Do they equitably distribute the costs and/or benefits of the transportation system?

3. Evaluate the effectiveness of transportation plans and policy tools by finding reliable research and data and using the information to assess the likely outcomes of those plans or policy tools

Planning Accreditation Board (PAB) Knowledge Components

This course partially covers the following PAB Knowledge Components: 4.2.2. (c), 4.2.2. (g), 4.2.3. (c), 4.2.4. (a), and 4.2.5.  A complete list of the PAB Knowledge Components can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/urbanplanning/courses/pabknowledge.htm.  
Required Course Readings:

The course readings and other relevant course materials are available at the Google Docs folder below:

https://docs.google.com/?authuser=0#folders/folder.0.0B72JzWv-3aUzY2Q2YTU5NGUtY2RhYy00NDFkLWIzYjctYWJiYzIzMjM0Yjhl 
Students will be given permission to the above folder after the first class meeting.  Students need to print their e-mail address in the Student Information Sheet distributed during the first class meeting.  Pls call me if you do not get the invitation from Google Docs within 24 hours from the end of the first class meeting.
Course Assignments and Grading Policy:

For graduate students, your grade for the course will be based primarily on the following assignments:

	#
	Assignment Title
	Percent of Total Grade

	9
	Weekly Memos
	30%

	3
	Papers
	45%

	3
	Oral Presentations
	10%

	1
	Student Learning Matrix
	10%

	
	Participation in Class Discussion
	5%


For undergraduate students, your grade for the course will be based primarily on the following assignments:

	#
	Assignment Title
	Percent of Total Grade

	7
	Weekly Memos
	35%

	2
	Papers
	40%

	2
	Oral Presentations
	10%

	1
	Student Learning Matrix
	10%

	
	Participation in Class Discussion
	5%


The course assignments are described in more detail in the Course Summary document in the Google Docs class folder.

Final grades will be assigned based on the following scale:

	Graduate/Undergraduate

	Grade
	Percentage

	A+
	97 - above

	A
	94 - 96

	A-
	90 - 93

	B+
	87 - 89

	B
	84 - 86

	B-
	80 - 83

	C+
	77 - 79

	C
	74 - 76

	C-
	70 - 73

	D+
	67 - 69

	D
	64 - 66

	D-
	60 - 63

	F
	Below 60


Other Grading/Assignment Issues

Students are expected to attend and participate in all class sessions, complete assigned readings and written memo assignments, and prepare either two or three papers.

Students should attend all classes and participate fully in discussions and class exercises, as these are critical to learning the course content.  To be given credit for class participation, students should sign in using the attendance sheet to be distributed at each class.

If you know that you will have to miss all or part of a class, please let me know in advance.  Please also follow common rules of courtesy to keep from disrupting the class: e.g., do not arrive late, and turn off cell phones and pagers.  Students should not use laptops during class or do any kind of texting.

Weekly Memo Assignments

For most of the class sessions, there will be an associated memo assignment. The memos will help you to think about the readings in advance of each class.  They have been designed to stimulate your thinking and prepare you for productive in-class discussions.  You will find the memo assignments for the class in the Course Summary document.

Memo Formatting Requirements:

· The memos must be typed unless the directions specify otherwise.
· The memos should fully cite all quotations, statistics, or other material that you learn from reading other sources, whether they may be course readings or materials that you identify on your own.  Use Turabian-style footnotes and a bibliography to cite your sources.

Due Dates and Grading Policies:

· Due Dates:  These memos, which are designed to prepare you for the day's class, must be turned in at the beginning of the class session for which they are due.  I will give half credit to memos turned in late for any reason, including malfunctioning computers, illness, etc.

· Grading: The memos will be graded on a 10-point scale.  Your grade for the memos will be the total points for nine (graduate) or seven (undergraduate) memos submitted out of the total 11 possible assignments.

· Missed Memos: You may have the opportunity to make up a missed memo over the semester, in case you become ill, busy with work or other classes, have a family emergency, or any other personal reason.  You may choose from the optional memos in the Course Summary document in the Google Docs class folder.
· Class Absence:  If you have to miss a class for any reason, pls submit your memo assignment via e-mail before the class session.  Any memo assignment submitted after the class will receive no more than half credit.

Academic integrity statement, plagiarism, and citing sources properly

SJSU’s Policy on Academic Integrity states: "Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University, and the University's Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development" (Academic Senate Policy S07-2). The policy on academic integrity can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm. 

Plagiarism is the use of someone else's language, images, data, or ideas without proper attribution. It is a very serious offense both in the university and in your professional work. In essence, plagiarism is both theft and lying: you have stolen someone else's ideas, and then lied by implying that they are your own.

Plagiarism will lead to grade penalties and a record filed with the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. In severe cases, students may also fail the course or even be expelled from the university.

If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, it is your responsibility to make sure you clarify the issues before you hand in draft or final work.

Learning when to cite a source and when not to is an art, not a science. However, here are some examples of plagiarism that you should be careful to avoid:

· If you use a sentence (or even part of a sentence) that someone else wrote and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you paraphrase somebody else's theory or idea and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If you use a picture or table from a webpage or book and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

· If your work incorporates data someone else has collected and you don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.

The University of Indiana has developed a very helpful website with concrete examples about proper paraphrasing and quotation. See in particular the following pages:

· Overview of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/overview.html
· Examples of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
· Plagiarism quiz at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/test.html
If you still have questions, feel free to talk to me personally. There is nothing wrong with asking for help, whereas even unintentional plagiarism is a serious offense.

Citation Style

It is important to properly cite any references you use in your assignments. The Department of Urban and Regional Planning uses Kate Turabian's "A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th edition" (University of Chicago Press, 2007, ISBN-10: 0-226-82336-9). Copies are available in the SJSU King Library. Additionally, the book is relatively inexpensive, and you may wish to purchase a copy. Please note that Turabian's book describes two systems for referencing materials: (1) “notes” (footnotes or endnotes), plus a corresponding bibliography, and (2) in-text parenthetical references, plus a corresponding reference list. 
Accommodation for Disabilities

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

Acknowledgement

The course offering for URBP 256 for this semester is based on the previous course conducted in Spring 2009 by Prof. Asha Weinstein Agrawal, who has generously shared her course materials with us (http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/weinstein.agrawal/urbp256.htm).  This revised course has also been developed with her cooperation.  Thanks, Asha!
Contacting the Instructor

For any questions on this course, pls e-mail me first using my SJSU account.  If I don’t respond by the end of the following business day, pls feel free to call my cell phone for a follow-up.  If I don’t pick up, pls leave me a detailed message, and I will return your call within one business day.  

Although my office hours on campus are rather limited, pls feel free to contact me at anytime (per the protocol above), and I will do my best to provide you feedback on any issue or concern you may have.  My goal is to be very accessible to all my students.
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Tentative Course Schedule

The tentative course schedule below is subject to change with fair notice.  I will announce any changes in class and/or via e-mail.  Any changes to the course schedule will be discussed in class with as much notice as possible.  Details on the lectures and the assignments are provided in the Course Summary document in the Google Docs class folder.  The Course Summary document will be updated as needed throughout the semester to reflect the latest details of upcoming classes and activities.  Students are advised to check the Google Docs class folder regularly to stay informed.
	Week
	Date
	Class Activity
	Student Assignment

	1
	Feb 1
	Self-Introduction

Course Overview & Requirements

Lecture 1: 
	Complete Registration

Student Information Sheet

(Done in class)

	2
	Feb 8
	Discuss Weekly Memo 1

Lecture 2: 

Discuss Paper Topics
	Due: Weekly Memo 1

	3
	Feb 15
	Discuss Weekly Memo 2

Lecture 3: 

Guest Lecture 1: 
	Due: Weekly Memo 2



	
	Feb 18
	
	Due: Paper 1 Topic/Abstract

	4
	Feb 22
	Discuss Weekly Memo 3

Lecture 4: 

Guest Lecture 2: 
	Due: Weekly Memo 3



	
	Feb 25
	
	Due: Paper 1 Outline

	5
	Mar 1
	No Class: Online Consultation
	Due: Student Learning Matrix (Draft 1)

	6
	Mar 8
	Student Oral Presentations: Paper 1
	Due: Paper 1

	7
	Mar 15
	Discuss Weekly Memo 4

Lecture 5: 

Guest Lecture 3: 
	Due: Weekly Memo 4



	
	Mar 18
	
	Due: Paper 2 Topic/Abstract

	8
	Mar 22
	Discuss Weekly Memo 5

Lecture 6: 

Guest Lecture 4: 
	Due: Weekly Memo 5



	
	Mar 25
	
	Due: Paper 2 Outline

	9
	Mar 29
	Spring Recess:  No Class
	None

	10
	Apr 5
	Discuss Weekly Memo 6

Lecture 7: 

Guest Lecture 5: 
	Due:  Weekly Memo 6

	11
	Apr 12
	Student Oral Presentations: Paper 2
	Due: Paper 2


	Week
	Date
	Class Activity
	Student Assignment

	12
	Apr 19
	No Class: Online Consultation
	Due: Student Learning Matrix (Draft 2)

	
	Apr 22
	
	Due: Paper 3 Topic/Abstract

	13
	Apr 26
	Discuss Weekly Memo 7

Lecture 8: 

Guest Lecture 6:
	Due:  Weekly Memo 7



	14
	May 3
	Discuss Weekly Memo 8

Lecture 9: 

Guest Lecture 7:
	Due: Weekly Memo 8



	
	May 6
	
	Due: Paper 3 Outline

	15
	May 10
	Discuss Weekly Memo 9

Lecture 10: 

Guest Lecture 8:
	Due: Weekly Memo 9

	16
	May 17
	SOTE

Student Oral Presentations: Paper 3
	Due: Paper 3



	Finals

Week
	May 24

5:15-7:30PM
	Culminating Experience: Discussion of Student Learning Matrix
	Due: Student Learning Matrix (Final)
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