San José State University
Urban and Regional Planning Department
Course Number and TitleURBP 236: Urban and Regional Development Policy Analysis
Semester and YearSpring 2011
	Instructor:
	Your nameHilary Nixon, Ph.D.

	Office location:
	Building and room numberWSQ 218A

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-5852xxx-xxx

	Email:
	Your email addresshilary.nixon@sjsu.edu (best contact method)

	Office hours:
	Your office hoursMondays, 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and Tuesdays 1:30 – 4:00 p.m.

	Class days/time:
	When class meetsTuesdays, 7:15-10:00 p.m.

	Classroom:
	Where class meetsBBC 001

	Class website:
	https://sites.google.com/a/sjsu.edu/urbp236/URL

	Class email:
	urbp236-group@sjsu.edu (An archive of all messages sent to the class, including announcements, schedule updates, and some handouts can be found at https://groups.google.com/a/sjsu.edu/group/urbp236-group/) 

	Prerequisites:
	State requirementsPassage of Writing Skills Test (students should bring a copy of their test results to the second class for confirmation)

	GE/SJSU Studies Category:
	State category


Course Catalog Description:
Analytical, historical and cross-cultural approaches to explain and evaluate the public policy making process with particular reference to urban and regional planning and development. Prerequisites: Passage of the Writing Skills Test.
Course Description and Student Learning Objectives:
“Policy analysis is the art, craft, and science of providing problem-solving advice to managers, policy-makers, or citizens.”[footnoteRef:1] This course provides an overview of the policy processes and the policy issues people working in urban and regional development at the local, regional, state, or national level face. A key objective is to introduce students to the development, design, and assessment of policies relevant to the field of urban and regional development. In this course, students will be introduced to methods of public policy analysis such as identifying data sources, establishing criteria for policy analysis, assessing policy alternatives, monitoring and evaluating policy implementation. [1:  Quote from the syllabus by Marieka Klawitter at the Evans School of Public Affairs, University of Washington, for Public Affairs 513, Fall 2008.] 

Upon successful completion of the course, the students will be able to:
1. Develop a policy analysis / program evaluation plan for a planning-related public policy.  The evaluation plan should organize material logically and clearly, so that a reader can easily understand the ideas presented, and at a minimum it should include:
a. A description of the history and context for the problem to be addressed.
b. A stakeholder analysis that identifies the interests and power of the stakeholders.
c. A description of the criteria to be used in the evaluation and justification of why they were chosen.
d. A discussion of the data needs and sources for acquiring that data.
e. A description of the policy or program options to be evaluated.
f. A description of the analytical methods to be used.
g. Final recommendations.
2. Communicate the policy analysis / program evaluation plan to the general public with the help of clear, accurate and compelling text and graphics in documents and oral presentations.
3. Apply policy analysis / program evaluation tools such as cost-benefit analysis.
Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to:
1. Insert learning objective here
2. Insert learning objective here 
3. Insert learning objective here
4. etc.
Planning Accreditation Board (PAB) Knowledge Components
This course partially covers the following PAB Knowledge Components:  4.2.1.(a); 4.2.2.(d); and 4.2.3.(b). A complete list of the PAB Knowledge Components can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/urbanplanning/courses/pabknowledge.htm.   

Required Course Readings:
There is no required textbook for this course. Students may be interested in purchasing a copy of “A Practical Guide for Policy Analysis: The Eightfold Path to More Effective Problem Solving, 3rd Edition” by Eugene Bardach, published 2009 by CQ Press (ISNC 978-0-87289-952-0). The book is about $20 online, and older editions can be found for less and are certainly acceptable. The 2nd edition (published in 2000) has been placed on reserve at the library. This will not be assigned reading, but will be very useful in helping you prepare the final assignment for the course, and will likely be a useful reference in your future career. There will be several articles, reports, or online documents that will be assigned. These will all be available electronically and will either be distributed through the course website (https://sites.google.com/a/sjsu.edu/urbp236/) or distributed through e-mail. If you need access to the course readings in a different format, please let me know as soon as possible.

Course Assignments and Grading Policy:
Your grade for the course will be based primarily on the following assignments:
	Assignment Title
	Percent of Total Grade

	Analyzing Change Assignment
	15%

	List assignment 1 herePolicy Memo
	XX%15%

	List assignment 2 herePolicy Evaluation Plan Presentation and Discussion
	XX%20%

	List assignment 3 herePolicy Evaluation Plan
	XX%30%

	List assignment 4 hereIn-class Assignments/Participation
	XX%20%

	Etc.
	XX%



Analyzing Change Assignment
Students will select two neighborhoods (at least one should be a central city neighborhood) from a city of their choice and use data to discuss changes in those neighborhoods (related to the city as a whole). The assignment is worth 15% of your grade and is due March 8.
Policy Memos
Students will prepare a policy memo on a current planning-related policy issue. The memo will be worth 15% of your overall course grade and is due on April 5. The topics of the memo must be distinct from the topic of your policy evaluation plan.
Policy Evaluation Plan, Presentation, and Discussion
The major assignment for this class, worth a total of 50% of your overall course grade, will be the development of an evaluation plan for a current planning-related policy or social program. Students will work on this assignment in teams (probably 2 students per team). There will be three major elements to this assignment: (1) a presentation of your draft evaluation plan to the class on May 3, 10, or 17 followed by a (2) in-class discussion, led by the project team regarding the policy/program and ways to improve upon the evaluation plan and (3) a final evaluation plan due May 24, taking into consideration the class discussion from the presentation.  
In-class / Brief Assignments and Participation
Throughout the semester, students will be asked to complete very short in-class assignments, or ones that can be completed in a minimal amount of time during the week. In consideration of this, weekly reading assignments will be managed in a way to not interfere with completing any activities assigned for that week. In addition, student participation in class discussions and, in particular, the policy evaluation plan discussions at the end of the semester, is essential. A total of 20% of your course grade will be based on participation and completing these brief assignments. These assignments will not be graded in a “traditional” sense, but if you miss a significant number of assignments/in-class discussions or neglect to put forth a reasonable effort in completing the assignments, your grade will be negatively impacted. I will use a recoding system to keep track of participation for in-class activities and any “brief” assignments due the week after they are introduced in class.
Other Ggrading / Aassignment Iissues	Comment by  Dayana Salazar: Include policies on late and missed assignments. Indicate if extra credit is available.

As your instructor, I do my best to come to class prepared each week and return graded assignments in a timely manner; therefore, I plan my schedule accordingly. I expect you to do the same. I recognize that emergencies and unanticipated events do come up. If this happens, and it means that you will miss class, or need some extra time on an assignment, please let me know as soon as possible so that we can make some arrangements. Otherwise, my late policy is as follow: “on time” means turned in at the beginning of class (7:15 p.m.) on the due date or beforehand. Up to 24 hours late, a 10% penalty; 24 hours to one week late, a 25% penalty; anything after one week late is a 50% penalty. “Brief” assignments or in-class assignments are not eligible for this policy (i.e., if you miss an in-class activity, you will not be able to make it up; in addition, if a brief assignment is given in class that you miss and due the following week, you will not be able to make it up). Note, missing a couple of classes (i.e. 2-3, not 5-6) will not have a negative impact on your grade, so if we do in-class activities/assign brief assignments and you miss a couple, don’t worry. You will only notice a negative impact on your grade if you miss a number of classes or do not participate thoughtfully while you are in attendance.
In addition, I expect students to arrive to class on time, ready for the day’s lecture/discussion/activity. It is disruptive to have students arriving late to class. Of course, situations will occur when you will need to arrive a bit late or leave a bit early, but if this occurs on a regular basis, it will have a detrimental impact on your final course grade.
Academic integrity statement, plagiarism, and citing sources properly
SJSU’s Policy on Academic Integrity states: "Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University, and the University's Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development" (Academic Senate Policy S07-2). The policy on academic integrity can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm.
Plagiarism is the use of someone else's language, images, data, or ideas without proper attribution. It is a very serious offense both in the university and in your professional work. In essence, plagiarism is both theft and lying: you have stolen someone else's ideas, and then lied by implying that they are your own.
Plagiarism will lead to grade penalties and a record filed with the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. In severe cases, students may also fail the course or even be expelled from the university.
If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, it is your responsibility to make sure you clarify the issues before you hand in draft or final work.
Learning when to cite a source and when not to is an art, not a science. However, here are some examples of plagiarism that you should be careful to avoid:
· If you use a sentence (or even part of a sentence) that someone else wrote and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.
· If you paraphrase somebody else's theory or idea and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.
· If you use a picture or table from a webpage or book and don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.
· If your work incorporates data someone else has collected and you don't reference the source, you have committed plagiarism.
The University of Indiana has developed a very helpful website with concrete examples about proper paraphrasing and quotation. See in particular the following pages:
· Overview of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/overview.html
· Examples of plagiarism at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
· Plagiarism quiz at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/test.html
If you still have questions, feel free to talk to me personally. There is nothing wrong with asking for help, whereas even unintentional plagiarism is a serious offense.
Citation style
It is important to properly cite any references you use in your assignments. The Department of Urban and Regional Planning uses Kate Turabian's "A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th edition" (University of Chicago Press, 2007, ISBN-10: 0-226-82336-9). Copies are available in the SJSU King Library. Additionally, the book is relatively inexpensive, and you may wish to purchase a copy. Please note that Turabian's book describes two systems for referencing materials: (1) “notes” (footnotes or endnotes), plus a corresponding bibliography, and (2) in-text parenthetical references, plus a corresponding reference list. Students are welcome to use either style, but should be consistent (e.g. do not combine the note/bibliography and in-text parenthetical/reference list styles in a single document).s
Accommodation for Disabilities
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.
Course Communication
The university has recently switched over to using Google Apps for Education, including faculty e-mail. This will be my first semester using these tools to communicate with students, so I would appreciate your patience and understanding as we learn together how best to utilize these tools to facilitate learning. There will be two primary tools I will use to communicate in the class and each student will have access to both. Our course website is a Google Site located at https://sites.google.com/a/sjsu.edu/urbp236/. The site is a work in progress and will continue to be updated throughout the semester. My intent is to have all readings, assignment descriptions, etc. available for student to access on this site. Each student will be given access to the site. For students with an existing Google account, please provide the e-mail connected to that account. Otherwise, any e-mail should be fine. In addition, I will use a Google Group to send out e-mails to all students in the group. You will also be added to this Google Group using your e-mail address (so please use the address tied to your existing Google account if you have one). The e-mail address to communicate with ALL students in the class is: urbp236-group@sjsu.edu. Note, an archive of all messages sent to this address can be found at: https://groups.google.com/a/sjsu.edu/group/urbp236-group. Also, this e-mail address sends a message to every student in the class. Please do not use for private communication.
If you experience any difficulties with either of these communication methods, please let me know as soon as possible so that we can figure out what the problem is. 

Course NumberURBP 236: Urban and Regional Development Policy Analysis  and Title
Semester and YearSpring 2011
Tentative Course Schedule

The course schedule listed below is tentative and it is likely that it will be updated as the course progresses. Some of these readings are “older” yet are often considered classic readings in the field of policy analysis and/or policy analysis and planning. Please make sure to check the reading schedule online regularly as some readings may change and some new readings may be added. Major assignment deadlines are unlikely to change, however, in the event that due dates are adjusted, students will be given as much advance notice as possible.

	Date
	Topic
	Reading
	Assignments[footnoteRef:2]s [2:  Only “major” assignment due dates are listed. “Brief / in-class” assignments will be announced periodically and students will work on them in-class or, on occasion, during the week after they are announced. See the Course Assignments section of the syllabus for more information.] 


	Feb. 11
	Introductions; Course Overview; The Need for Simple Methods of Policy Analysis 
	O'Hare. A typology of governmental action. Journal of Policy Analysis and Management (1989) vol. 8 (4) pp. 670-672.

Webber and Rittel. Dilemmas in a general theory of planning. Policy Sciences (1973) vol. 4 (2) pp. 155-169
	

	Feb. 82
	The Policy Analysis Process
	Patton. Being roughly right rather than precisely wrong: Teaching quick analysis in planning curricula. Journal of Planning Education and Research (1986) vol. 6 (1) pp. 22-28.

Rondinelli. Urban planning as policy analysis: Management of urban change. Journal of the American Planning Association (1973) vol. 39 (1) pp. 13-22
	

	Feb. 153
	Crosscutting Methods in Policy Analysis: Sources of Data, Interviews, Document Analysis, Statistics, Communicating the Results
	Innes. Improving Policy Making with Information. Planning Theory & Practice (2002) vol. 2 (2) pp. 102-104

Krieger. The inner game of writing. Journal of Policy Analysis and Management (1988) vol. 7 (2) pp. 408-416
	

	Feb. 224
	Verifying, Defining, and Detailing the Problem
	Behn and Vaupel. Quick Analysis*. Policy Studies Journal (1977) vol. 6 (2) pp. 325-333

Meltsner. Political feasibility and policy analysis. Public Administration Review (1972) vol. 32 (6) pp. 859-867

May. Politics and policy analysis. Political Science Quarterly (1986) vol. 101 (1) pp. 109-125
	

	Mar. 15
	Establishing Evaluation Criteria
	Weimer. Introduction: Cost-Benefit Analysis and Public Policy. Cost-Benefit Analysis and Public Policy (2008) Ch. 1.

Vining and Weimer. An Assessment of Important Issues Concerning the Application of Benefit-Cost Analysis to Social Policy. Journal of Benefit-Cost Analysis (2010) vol. 1 (1) pp. 1-40

Whittington and MacRae Jr. The issue of standing in cost-benefit analysis. Journal of Policy Analysis and Management (1986) vol. 5 (4) pp. 665-682
	

	Mar. 86
	Cost-Benefit Analysis 101
	Weimer. Introduction: Cost-Benefit Analysis and Public Policy. Cost-Benefit Analysis and Public Policy (2008) Ch. 1.

Vining and Weimer. An Assessment of Important Issues Concerning the Application of Benefit-Cost Analysis to Social Policy. Journal of Benefit-Cost Analysis (2010) vol. 1 (1) pp. 1-40

Whittington and MacRae Jr. The issue of standing in cost-benefit analysis. Journal of Policy Analysis and Management (1986) vol. 5 (4) pp. 665-682
	Analyzing Change Assignment

	Mar. 157
	Identifying Alternatives
	Alexander. Design in the decision-making process. Policy Sciences (1982) vol. 14 (3) pp. 279-292
	

	Mar. 228
	Evaluating Alternative Policies
	Meltsner. Political feasibility and policy analysis. Public Administration Review (1972) vol. 32 (6) pp. 859-867

May. Politics and policy analysis. Political Science Quarterly (1986) vol. 101 (1) pp. 109-125

Alexander. Sensitivity Analysis in Complex Decision Models. J. of the Am. Planning Association (1989) vol. 55 (3) pp. 323-333
	

	Mar. 299
	No Class, Spring Break

	Apr. 510
	Displaying Alternatives and Distinguishing Among Them
	Miller. Project Location Analysis Using the Goals Achievement Method of Evaluation. J. of the Am. Planning Association (1980) vol. 46 (2) pp. 195-208

Hill. A Goals-Achievement Matrix for Evaluating Alternative Plans. J. of the Am. Planning Association (1968) vol. 34 (1) pp. 19-29
	Policy Memo

	Apr. 1211
	Monitoring and Evaluating Implemented Policies
	TBD
	

	Apr. 1912
	No Class, work on group policy evaluation plan presentations

	Apr. 2613
	Open (catch up on topics, case study “policy analysis”)
	No assigned reading
	

	May 314
	Student Draft Policy Evaluation Plan Presentation and Discussion
	To be assigned by students
	Policy Evaluation Presentation

	May 1015
	Student Draft Policy Evaluation Plan Presentation and Discussion
	To be assigned by students
	Policy Evaluation Presentation

	May 1716
	Student Draft Policy Evaluation Plan Presentation and Discussion
	To be assigned by students
	Policy Evaluation Presentation

	Finals weekMay 24
	Final date, time, locationFinals Week
	No assigned reading
	Final Policy Evaluation Plan Due
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