San José State University

Urban and Regional Planning Department
URBP 211: Regional Analysis and Planning
Spring 2012
	Instructor:
	Paul Fassinger

	Office location:
	WSQ 218B

	Telephone:
	650-245-3182

	Email:
	Paul@ctpplanning.com

	Office hours:
	3:20-3:50, 6:45-7:15 Thursdays

	Class days/time:
	Thursdays 4:00-6:45 pm

	Classroom:
	Clark Hall 122

	Prerequisites:
	Instructor consent.

	
	

	Units:
	3 Units

	
	


Course Catalogue Description:

This graduate-level course covers the major concepts and techniques of regional analysis and how to apply these to assess and solve current planning problems. Prerequisites: Instructor consent.
Course Description and Course Learning Objectives:

This course will focus on regional history, theory and policy analysis to describe, discuss and evaluate current regional plans and policies in the Bay Area, and regions around North America. It is now widely accepted that land use planning should contribute to the efficient use of infrastructure funds and should minimize environmental impacts. At the same time, land use planning should consider expected changes in the environment and our population. 

 Each week we will use a class exercise to examine real world examples like recent regional planning documents. Students will work with the instructor to apply history, theory and policy analysis to these examples. 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to:
1. Explain what regions are and how they develop
2. Describe the social, economic and political ties linking the components of regions together and what sets them apart.
3. Discuss the relative merits of regional policies promoting housing, economic development and equity.
4. Discuss the relationships of land use planning goals to environmental issues and infrastructure planning.
Planning Accreditation Board (PAB) Knowledge Components

This course partially covers the following PAB Knowledge Components: 

(a) Knowledge of the social and spatial structure of urban and regional systems, local public finance, economics of development, infrastructure provision and effects of 
(b) The institutions that both shape and respond to plans and planning-related activities: including knowledge of the economic, social and political institutions that influence planning and that are susceptible to purposeful change.  At a minimum this study should include institutions across scale (e.g. local to global) and sector (e.g. public, private and nonprofit).globalization.
(c) Use problem solving skills to select, diagnose and solve relevant aspects of a complex planning problem including attention to the needs and interests of diverse stakeholders and the guidance provided by conceptual and empirical expertise.

(d) Use research skills to identify, test and evaluate empirical relationships between various aspects of urban settlements, or plans and policy outcomes, and to conduct such research from conception to completion. comprehending and discriminating among the goals that an individual, group, community and organization holds when considering the future including the values of justice, equity, fairness, efficiency, order and beauty.
(e) Comprehending and discriminating among the goals that an individual, group, community and organization holds when considering the future including the values of justice, equity, fairness, efficiency, order and beauty.
A complete list of the PAB Knowledge Components can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/urbanplanning/courses/pabknowledge.htm.   

Required Course Readings:
Bridges, Gary and Sophie Watson, The Blackwell City Reader, London: Blackwell, 2010

Glaeser, Edward, Triumph of the City, New York: Penguin Press: , 2011
Florida, Richard, The Great Reset, How the Post-Crash Economy Will Change the Way We Live and Work, New York: Harper, 2011
**A few additional Readings on-line.
Course Assignments and Grading Policy:

Your grade for the course will be based on the following assignments and in class activities:

	Assignment/Course Element 
	Percent of Course Grade

	Weekly Class Exercises
	25%

	Theory Quiz
	15%

	Professional Memo 1
	30%

	Professional Memo 2
	30%


Weekly class assignments will be given the day of class. Students will work in small groups applying information from the lectures to real world planning problems. The theory quiz will be a set of short answer questions that cover the regional theories discussed in the first four lectures. Topics for Professional memos (5-7 pages in length) will be identified by students with the help of examples provided by the instructor. 

The memos may be turned in one week late for a reduction of one letter grade, after that, late work will not be accepted. Weekly assignments must be turned in before the end of class.
Academic integrity statement, plagiarism, and citing sources properly

SJSU’s Policy on Academic Integrity states: “Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University, and the University's Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development” (Academic Senate Policy S07-2). The policy on academic integrity can be found at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm.

Plagiarism is the use of someone else's language, images, data, or ideas without proper attribution. It is a very serious offense both in the university and in your professional work. In essence, plagiarism is both theft and lying: you have stolen someone else's ideas, and then lied by implying that they are your own.

Plagiarism will lead to grade penalties and a record filed with the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. In severe cases, students may also fail the course or even be expelled from the university.

If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, it is your responsibility to make sure you clarify the issues before you hand in draft or final work.

Learning when to cite a source and when not to is an art, not a science. However, here are some examples of plagiarism that you should be careful to avoid:

· If you use a sentence (or even a part of a sentence) that someone else wrote and don’t identify the language as a quote by putting the text in quote marks and referencing the source, you have plagiarized.
· If you paraphrase somebody else's theory or idea and don't reference the source, you have plagiarized.
· If you use a picture or table from a webpage or book and don't reference the source, you have plagiarized.
· If your work incorporates data someone else has collected and you don't reference the source, you have plagiarized.

The University of Indiana has developed a very helpful website with concrete examples about proper paraphrasing and quotation. See in particular the following pages:

· Overview of plagiarism at www.indiana.edu/~istd/overview.html
· Examples of plagiarism at www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
· Plagiarism quiz at www.indiana.edu/~istd/test.html
If you still have questions, feel free to talk to me personally. There is nothing wrong with asking for help, whereas even unintentional plagiarism is a serious offense.

Citation style

It is important to properly cite any references you use in your assignments. The Department of Urban and Regional Planning uses Kate Turabian's A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th edition (University of Chicago Press, 2007, ISBN-10: 0-226-82336-9). Copies are available in the SJSU King Library. Additionally, the book is relatively inexpensive, and you may wish to purchase a copy. Please note that Turabian's book describes two systems for referencing materials: (1) “notes” (footnotes or endnotes), plus a corresponding bibliography, and (2) in-text parenthetical references, plus a corresponding reference list.  In this class, students should use the first type.

Accommodation for Disabilities

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.
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Course Schedule

Subject to change and I will notify students of any changes in class
	Date
	Topic
	Reading
	In Class Assignments

	Jan. 26
	Regional Theory
	Bridges Ch.3, 4, 11,12
	Make a Region

	Feb. 2
	Regional Theory
	Bridges Ch. 13, 20, 37, 41
	Urban Forms

	Feb. 9
	Regional Theory
	Bridges Ch. 29
	Classical Urban Theory

	Feb. 16
	Regional Theory
	Review
	Theory Quiz

	Feb. 23
	Triumph of City
	Glaeser Ch. 1,2
	City Competition

	Mar. 1
	Triumph of City
	Glaeser Ch. 3,4
	Urban Renewal

	Mar. 8
	Triumph of City
	Glaeser Ch. 5
	Agglomeration Economies

	Mar. 15
	Triumph of City 
	Glaeser Ch. 6,7
	Density & Infrastructure

	Mar. 22
	Triumph of City
	Glaeser Ch. 8
	Climate Change,  
Memo 1 Due

	Mar. 29
	
	No Class
	Spring Break

	Apr. 5
	Triumph of City
	Glaeser Ch. 9
	Successful Cities

	Apr. 12
	Triumph of City
	Glaeser Ch. 9 Florida Ch. 1,2,3
	Recent Urbanism 

	Apr. 19
	Post-Crash Econ.
	Florida Ch.4,5,6,7
	Urbanism & Equity

	Apr. 26
	Post-Crash Econ.
	Florida Ch. 8,9,10,11
	Urbanism & Tech

	May 3
	Post-Crash Econ.
	Florida Ch. 15,16,17,18
	Regions & New Economy

	May 10
	Post-Crash Econ.
	Florida Ch. 19,20,21,22,23
	Regions & New Economy

Memo 2 Due

	May 17.          Final Activity           Review of Material                          Special Time 5:15-7:30
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