
Anthropology 11
\^ Introduction to Cultural Anthropology

Section 3

Instructor: Professor R. Gonzalez
Semester: Spring 2008
Meeting Room: CL204
Meeting Time: Tu-Th 9:00-10:15 am
Course Number: 47932

Introduction

Anthropology is the study ofhumans in the broadest sense; itanalyzes the rich variety ofways
that humans have creatively adapted toand given meaning to the world indifferent places and
times. This course introduces major concepts in sociocultural anthropology. We will begin with
an overview of ideas about culture, society, and anthropological methods (fieldwork and
ethnographic writing). Then we will analyze various concepts by examining human societies in
different regions including the Americas, Asia, Africa, Oceania, Europe, and the Middle East.
Many course concepts will be covered during lectures, so it is critical that you attend class and
take lecture notes. Apart from course readings, we will view several ethnographic films. Exams
will be basedupon readings, films, and lectures.

Required Readings

i Required books includethe following:
James Spradley and David McCurdy, Conformity and Conflict (12th edition)
Elizabeth Femea, Guests ofthe Sheik: Ethnography ofanIraqi Village
Leo Chavez,Shadowed Lives: Undocumented Immigrants in the U.S.
Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart

These may be purchased at thecampus bookstore. All materials will be placed on reserve at the
campus library. Thjs course fulfills the requirements forthecore General Education human
behavior course (Area Dl). There are no course prerequisites.

Student Learning Objectives for Area Dl

Studentswho satisfactorily complete this course should be able to identify and analyze the social
dimension of society as a context for humanlife, the processes of social change and social
continuity, the role of human agency in those social processes, and the forces that engender
social cohesion and fragmentation. Students should also be able to:

1. Place contemporary developments in cultural, historical, environmental, and
spatial contexts

2. Identify the dynamics of ethnic, cultural, gender/sexual, age-based, class,
regional, national, transnational, and global identities and the similarities,
differences, linkages, and interactions between them

3. Evaluate social science information, draw on different points of view, and
formulate applications appropriate to contemporary social issues

I 4. Recognize the interaction of social institutions, culture, and environment with the
behavior of individuals
















