San José State University
Department of Art and Art History
ART 208-01, Graduate Photography Critique,
Section 01, Class Number 40013, Fall 2021

Course and Contact Information

Instructor(s): Valerie Mendoza

Office Location: Normally DH (Duncan Hall of Science), 401C - Mostly via Zoom this semester
Telephone: (408) 924-4693 — Not in office often this semester, email preferred

Email: valerie.mendoza@sjsu.edu

Office Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays: 4:00 — 5:00, by appointment only: Tuesday pm

Class Days/Time: Tuesdays from 6:30 — 8:50 pm

Classroom: Zoom link distributed on Canvas, IS 219 for on-campus meetings

Prerequisites: Classified status in art or instructor consent.

Additional Contact Information & Resources

* E-mail is generally the best method of contact during non-office hours.

* Please allow 48-hours for an e-mail response.

* Emergency: 911

* Campus Escort: 924-2222 (from your cell phone), or use a Blue Light phone

* Individuals with disabilities may contact the Accessible Education Center, https://www.sjsu.edu/aec/
Administrative Building 110, 408-924-6000. A variety of resources are available.

* Need help with writing? SJSU Writing Center:_http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/

* SJSU Counseling Services: http:// www.sjsu.edu/counseling

* Student Technology Resources: https://www.sjsu.edu/it/index.php?utm_source=at&utm
medium=permanent&utm_campaign=redirect

* Peer Connections: https://www.sjsu.edu/peerconnections/index.php

Course Description

Professional practice in the discipline of fine art photography is multi faceted and complex. To embrace this
diversity, Art 208 Graduate Photography Critique offers rotating topics that influence portfolio development,
emphasize an ongoing critique of work, and build a healthy professional practice. Repeatably for up to 18 units
of credit when course topic changes.

Course Format
Technology Intensive, Hybrid — This is a blended, online and on-campus course

Less than half of our meetings will take place on Zoom. About two-thirds of our class meetings will take place
on campus in IS 219. As a graduate student, you should have your own laptop computer to take this course and
will need your laptop with you for most class meetings. Macs are preferred and will make life easier, since
demos are given on a Mac. You should also have the latest edition of the Adobe Creative Suite. As an SJISU
student the software is FREE for you! For this course you will likely need Adobe Photoshop, and possibly
Lightroom and/or Premiere Pro as well. Follow the instructions at this link to download your free software:
https://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/software-tools/teaching-tools/video-creative/adobe/students.php

Most class meetings that take place on Zoom will be synchronous. I will send you the link prior to our first
meeting. The link is also available on Canvas, as is the link to my office hours. Critiques and some activities
will take place in IS 219. Masks (covering both mouth and nose) will be required of all students. Gloves and
sanitizing wipes will be used, and we will practice social distancing (6' apart). Alternatives will be arranged in
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place of in-class activities for students who cannot or prefer not to come to campus. If this is the case, you must
make me aware of your circumstances at the start of the semester.

Course Materials - Location

Assignments, Readings, Handouts - https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1428394

Course materials such as your syllabus, assignment instructions, handouts, notes, etc. can be found at the above
link or on Canvas Leaning Management System course login website at https://sjsu.instructure.com/.

Your Username is your 9-digit SJSU ID number. Your password is your SJSU-One account password.
Canvas is a fairly stable platform. If you make a habit of downloading assignments regularly, you will always
have them, whether Canvas is active or not. Materials for assignments (technical handouts, readings, etc.) are
available in the Files folder on Canvas. Assignments are located there, and also in the Assignments area of
Canvas. I urge you to leave your Canvas notifications ON for this course. That way you will be reminded of
upcoming assignments and deadlines.

Department of Art & Art History Advising

For information about majors and minors in Art & Art History, for a change of major/minor forms and a list of
advisors: http://www.sjsu.edu/art/ or call the Art & Art History department office in ART 116, 408-924-

4320, art@sjsu.edu

Photography Program Information

http://www.sjsu.edu/art/art_programs/undergraduate/photography_undergraduate/

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)
Students will gain understanding of:

CLO1 - Further develop ability to visually communicate ideas in a manner that is aesthetically and
conceptually engaging

CLO2 - Further develop technical skills chosen to facilitate work

CLO3 - Use technical skills to develop/continue aesthetically resolved projects with strong concepts

CLO4 - Refine understanding of the importance of professional presentation, and present your work in a
compelling manner (with either a traditional or experimental approach)

CLOS - Develop/refine ability to write about your own work and art practice, and to recognize the writings of
others relevant to your work and practice.

CLOG6 - In the service of the above, attend lectures regularly, participate in readings/discussions and attend field
trips

CLQOT7 - Learn to work within deadlines: complete projects by dates you've agreed upon

CLOS - Upon successful completion of this course, students will have the ability to:
develop/continue development of a strong body of work that is professionally presented and technically
sound, with thoughtful, compelling content, and a strong, well written artist statement.

Course Goals

This course will primarily be devoted to the production, discussion and critique of the ongoing work of graduate
students participating in this class. Meetings will be held on a weekly basis. In the event that a lecture or exhibition
of importance to our group is occurring elsewhere, we will make arrangements to meet at the designated site. The
5:00 Tuesday night lecture series is an important component of the Department of Art & Art History. Speakers
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are chosen by faculty from each program for their prominence in the contemporary art world. You should make
every effort to attend (even easier now that the lectures are delivered via Zoom), especially when lecturers are
relevant to our Photo program. Weekly class attendance (either in person or via Zoom) should be supplemented
with individual meetings with me during my office hours, which can be arranged to take place on Zoom, or in
your studio on campus.

Required Texts/Readings

Textbook: None - You will submit readings relevant to your work and/or your art practice which will become a
part of our class "library." Deadlines are clearly indicated in the schedule at the end of this syllabus. Any
additional readings will be provided by me as PDF files on Canvas.

Library Liaison

Gareth Scott

email: gareth.scott@sjsu.edu
phone: (408) 808-2094

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library
4th Floor Administration Offices

Other technology requirements / equipment / material

1.

N

You should have your own laptop computer with a copy of the Adobe Suite of software. Free access at
link below.

You will most likely need a good-sized USB drive or other form of external storage if you work digitally
Depending on the size of your computer’s hard drive, you may want to buy more storage in the form of
an external hard drive if you work with video or very large digital images.

Some paper is provided for you by our department. If you do a LOT of printing, you may need to
purchase paper for prints (whether using the darkroom or printing digitally in our labs). Prices depend
on size, paper quality, etc.

Canned air: strongly recommended for scanning

White cotton gloves: strongly recommended for handling paper during printing

Large cardboard/plastic portfolio or tube for transportation of prints — strongly recommended.

Cost of this class: Though we provide facilities to support the production of your work, you are
financially responsible for purchasing your own supplies for its realization. Cost varies widely. As a
graduate student with the goal of building a professional life as an artist, you should get into the habit of
doing whatever it takes to realize your work in an effective, professional manner. As you have probably
already discovered, planning ahead helps keep cost down. Last minute solutions tend to be more
expensive. If money is an issue, find creative ways to work with this consideration from the start of your
process on a given piece or series. Studies show that limitations/restrictions can actually promote
creativity. Artists in particular work well within boundaries, and sometimes, consciously or
unconsciously, create them for themselves.

SJSU students can download the Adobe Creative Suite for FREE. You must have an active SJSU
One ID and password to qualify to download this software. Follow the instructions at this link to
download your free software: https://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/software-tools/teaching-tools/video-
creative/adobe/students.php

Equipment Checkout: For students enrolled in Photography courses, or Photo majors working on BFA
exhibitions, the checkout procedure is now managed through the following link:
https://photo.sjsu.edu/facilites/equipment-rental/ Equipment will be picked up and returned at the Photo

checkout window on the 4" floor of Duncan Hall. If you need help, let me know. You may also checkout some
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equipment from the Instructional Resource Center (IRC). The checkout process is online:
https://www.sjsu.edu/it/services/academic-tech/equipment-loaning/index.php

Course Requirements and Assignments

University statement

“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum
of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction,
preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical
practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus.”

Readings/writing

Readings for our class "Library" - Deadline: September 7" - For first critiques, each of you will provide a
reading relevant to your work. The group will be expected to read this prior to looking at your work so that we
are ready to discuss and/or refer to the reading during your critique. Your reading must be at least a few pages
long, and not longer than 20 pages total, which might mean using excerpts. You can provide a few short
readings, rather than one 20-page reading. Websites come and go, so please provide pdf files of the readings,
rather than links to sites. We’ll be creating a “library” of our class reading materials. Some of you may want to
keep one another’s readings for future reference. The reading can be anything: contemporary critical theory, art
historical writing, philosophy, fiction, spiritual or religious, writing of a scientific nature, sci-fi, poetry -
anything that you feel is relevant to your work. You will be uploading pdf files of your reading to our class
canvas site. I will explain how to do this during the second class meeting. If you need help creating pdf files, I
am happy to help you on an individual basis. Adobe Acrobat Pro is free as part of your software package. It
allows you to work with PDF files creatively (delete pages, create multi-page documents from single-page
documents, etc.). Almost any reading on a website can be saved as a pdf. Books should be scanned and turned
into a multi-page pdf file. There is a scanner in IS 219 (next door to our classroom), and also in DH. This is not
an optional assignment. Failure to provide a reading will result in loss of points.

Proposals - Due September 14" - Each of you will write a one-page proposal, describing the work you plan to
accomplish this semester. Learning to write a proposal is a necessary survival skill for contemporary artists.
Proposals are used to apply for grants, submit work to galleries, even as a part of the self-evaluation process that
full-time professors and part-time faculty are asked to submit annually. Like the readings, you will upload your
proposal to the appropriate Canvas assignment prior to the start of class. We will read over all of your proposals
together the night that they are due, September 17th. Writing your proposal may also help you with writing an
artist statement, since they are sometimes similar.

Artist Statements - Due October 12th - For the final round of critiques, you will be asked to write an artist
statement. As a contemporary artist, you will write many artist statements throughout your career. You might
think of it as one evolving artist statement that continues to change and develop over time, as your work
changes and evolves along with you and your life. Your artist statements will be due, uploaded to Canvas, by
October 15th, the week prior to when 2nd critiques begin. Please remember that your reading/writing
assignments are not optional. Take them seriously. Failure to complete all of them would mean a 20% (20 points
out of 100) reduction in your final grade.

Weekly Discussion - Schedule for each class session

The first 10-15 minutes of each class meeting will be set aside for general discussion. Think about information
you might want to present to the group: Announcements on events or opportunities, problems with a class
you're teaching or taking, suggestions for the Department in general, soliciting assistants for a project you’re
working on, etc. We'll have to stop the discussion after 15 minutes to leave time for the crits or other activities
to follow. Discussion about the reading you provided will be woven into the critique. The readings are meant to
inform us about your work and/or art practice.
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Number and Length of Critiques

The semester will primarily be devoted to critiquing your work. We will also set aside time to attend outside
events, host guest speakers, discuss readings, and engage in various other activities relevant to the class and
your work. We will set aside time to assist those of you who will be participating in ATC and will attend
openings and hold crits for those of you showing work in the Art Department galleries this semester. Please
make me aware of your upcoming exhibitions asap and I will add them to our weekly schedule.

On critique nights we will be looking at the work of three grads a night for 30 minutes each during the first half
of the semester, and again, three grads at 30 minutes each during the second half. We will begin each crit with a
5-minute observation/note taking session in silence. You must sign up for two critiques. The first crit should
feature work in progress. It is worth 20% of your final grade (20 points). The second, final crit should involve
work much closer to completion and should be taken more seriously. It is worth 30% of your final grade (30
points). Your first crit should include physical work, not simply a digital slide show, description or drawings.
Your second crit must include work close to its final form. If there is little progress between your first and final
critique, expect a low grade on the "Presentation of Work/Critique" portion of your final grade in this class. |
want you to push yourselves, to exceed your own expectations. Of course, it’s fine to share new or additional
information drawings or ideas during the final crit. But I want to see work in near finished form for your last
critiques. To make sure that each student receives her/his fair share of critique time, we will set a timer for 25
minutes for each crit, then allow an additional 5 minutes to wrap up the discussion. There will be a 10-minute
break between each crit. We may have a few extra crit spots or extra time. If you'd like to casually share work,
or sign up for an additional critique, just let me know and I will do my best to make this happen. If you would
like us to visit your studio for either crit, just let me know and we will meet there, rather than the classroom.

Preparation for Critiques

Make the most of your critiques. It may not always feel like it, but this process is a privilege. In the professional
art world, the worst thing that can happen to you is NOT a rough critique of your work. It is being ignored
altogether. Treat this opportunity as you would a studio visit from a well-known curator. Make sure you’re as
well-prepared as possible, especially for your final critique, with work that is in a state of near completion.
The first crit should be used for work in progress. "Work in progress" is work that may not be resolved in terms
of presentation, or may be missing potential additional elements. Sketches, notes or a spoken description of
your work are extremely difficult to build a productive critique around and should only be considered as
supplemental materials. Even your “work in progress” should be presented in as complete a form as possible,
and should include some prints. Take time and space into consideration. Giving a 30-minute performance or
video screening won't leave time for feedback, which is the whole purpose of our meetings. Documenting your
performance elsewhere (to which we are invited but may not all be able to attend) and/or posting documentation
or a video, then showing excerpts for your crit could be an effective alternative. The same goes for any other
time-based medium. You will encounter time and space limits in your professional lives. Use us for practice.
Make every effort to give your work the thorough discussion, attention and respect it deserves.

Content, Technique and Presentation

We will consider three elements while discussing your work: content, technique and presentation. This means if
we've spent the first 10 minutes discussing the quality of the technique the artist used, it's probably time to
move to another element. When your work is being critiqued, please take an active role in this process. If we're
spending too much time discussing an element of your work that you're not particularly interested in receiving
further feedback on, please feel free to suggest moving forward to discuss the work from a different perspective.
I urge you to take control of your own critiques!
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Choosing A Date For Your Critiques

During our first class meeting we will be introducing ourselves, and you will begin the process of signing up for
crit time, which you will finish during the second class. I’'m asking that each of you sign up for at least two
critiques, one earlier in the semester, and one later in the semester. The newest students will be asked to sign up
first, since they may have less in the way of developed new work to show. Pick crit dates carefully. There won’t
be an opportunity to change them or postpone your critique later in the semester. The only acceptable excuse
will be serious illness or a death (your own or someone very close to you). Technical or logistical problems will
not be considered a valid reason for rescheduling. Plan ahead. If there are extenuating circumstances, you
should make me aware of them as early in the semester as possible. In the event of a sudden, unresolvable
problem, you will be expected to attempt to trade presentation dates with another member of the group. Know
in advance that this usually proves difficult. Since you will not be showing work often in this class (probably
only twice), a missed critique will be taken very seriously and may be cause for failing the course or receiving a
very low grade, especially if you were to miss your final critique.

Class Participation - Grade Reduction for Lack of Participation

Your voice is critical to the success of this class. You are expected to attend regularly, even when your work is
not being critiqued. Keep in mind that we only meet once a week. Missing one night of class is equal to missing
a week of class. For serious illness or family emergencies resulting in multiple missed days, appropriate
documentation will be expected. Though I don't grade on attendance per se, habitual tardiness and/or early
departures usually result in a lower "Class Participation" grade and will likely impact other areas of your grade
as well, since you will likely miss discussions that accompany the readings and other graded activities. If you
are experiencing extenuating circumstances it is your responsibility to make me aware of your situation at the
time of missed or late work. Class Participation is worth 30% or 30 points of your final grade.

Zoom Participation

I will start each Zoom session at 5:45 pm, to allow you to settle in and talk among yourselves. Class will begin
promptly at 6:00 pm. Find a quiet, private place in your home for your Zoom class sessions. | am asking that
you have your cameras turned on, unless there is a special reason why you cannot do so, in which case, you
must let me know at the start of the semester. It will help us build a better class dynamic if we are all present,
engaged, and can see one another. Dress in presentable clothing, so that you will feel comfortable on camera. If
there is background noise in your environment, your microphone should be silenced until you are ready to
speak. If your camera is consistently turned off, there is no sign of your activity in the "Chat" feature, and/or it
is obvious that you are engaged with other activities, such as texting or working on other class work during our
class, expect serious deductions in your Class Participation grade. If you are a naturally quiet person, try using
the "Chat" feature. I will also note how you interact within smaller groups.

Classroom Protocol

Students are expected to be punctual, to remain for the duration of the class, and to remain actively engaged
during all class meetings. Cell phones, laptops (when not specifically asked to use them) or other devices that
detract from full attention should be turned off, put away and/or silenced.

Final Examination or Evaluation

Our Final Exam is scheduled by SJSU to take place Tuesday, December 14, 5:15 to 7:30 pm. Please note
that this is a different time than usual. Make appropriate arrangements now, so that you will be available to
meet on this day. A portion of your final work will be due on this day. Participation is mandatory, per SJISU
regulations: “Faculty members are required to have a culminating activity for their courses, which can include
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a final examination, a final research paper or project, a final creative work or performance, a final portfolio of
work, or other appropriate assignment.” University policy S17-1

Grading Information

Relative weight of course requirements - Your final grade will be based on the following:

There are 100 points possible for this course.
Class Participation in the form of weekly meetings, discussions, critiques, events (20%/20 points), & the class
exhibition (10%/10 points) for a total of 30%/30 points
Readings/writing/presentation: 20% or 20 points
Artist Presentation - introduction: 4 points
Elevator Talk: 1 point
Contribution of reading for class library: 5 points
Proposal: 5 points
Artist Statement: 5 points
Critiques of your work: 50%
20% (20 points) for first crit
30% (30 points) for final crit

Note on Grading: I would rather this course be “pass/fail,” but SJISU does not offer this option. As grads, all of
you should be serious about your work, self-motivated, and should not require the additional incentive/threat of
a letter grade. That said, I am not the sort of professor who gives automatic “A’s” to all grads. If you want an “A”
you will need to earn it by impressing, in order of importance: yourselves, one another, and me. This does not
simply mean being a good student, as in attending all class meetings and doing the work I require of you. It means
creating serious, conceptually strong, aesthetically resolved work in near-finish form by the end of the semester,
as well as investing in the group with your active participation. My goal, as your fearless leader, is for all of you
to do well. Think of yourselves as all beginning with an "A." If you remain serious about fulfilling the course
requirements and work hard on your research, your "A" will remain pristine.

Determination of Grades

The work created in class will be evaluated based on the following criteria.

A Outstanding: thoughtful and intelligent ideas presented in a clear, organized, and engaging
manner; among the very best.

B Above Average - Good: the ideas are interesting and successfully presented; shows potential,
but not necessarily distinctive; roughly equal in quality to the work completed by other students.

C Average - mediocre: achieves minimum requirements of the assignment, but not particularly

clear, nor ambitious. Quality of work is below that of most other projects submitted. May be
above average idea presented in incomplete state.

D Unsatisfactory: does not satisfy the minimum requirements of the assignment; generally
unsatisfactory in terms of quality and clarity. Usually sloppy, incomplete and or late work.
F You didn't submit an assignment.

Numeric grade equivalents - Detailed Letter Grade Rubric

A plus =100 to 97 points
A =96 to 93 points

A minus = 92 to 90 points
B plus = 89 to 87 points
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B =86 to 83 points

B minus = 82 to 80 points
C plus =79 to 77 points
C =76 to 73 points

C minus = 72 to 70 points
D plus = 69 to 67 points
D =66 to 63 points

D minus = 62 to 60 points
F =59 points or lower

Extra Credit

The Photography Program holds a field trip each semester for all of our students, grads and undergrads.
Because of the pandemic, we have not held field trips for the past two semesters. We are trying to make this
happen again this semester. More details to come...if this does, indeed materialize. I offer my undergrads extra
credit opportunities if they attend this trip. I would be happy to extend this offer to you as well, though as grads,
I doubt you will need it.

We will be holding our own, class field trip to Pier 24 on a Friday sometime this semester. We will decide
upon a date together. There is more information regarding this trip in the form of an “Assignment” on Canvas.
Stay tuned for more details. I am willing to offer a small amount of extra credit for this as well, though, again, I
don’t envision self-motivated graduate students needing extra credit.

Class Exhibition

Our class exhibition is tentatively scheduled to take place November 29th through December 3rd in the Theta
Belcher Gallery (across from the Art office). The exhibition will fall under the category of Class Participation
and will count for 10 points of your Class Participation grade, which is worth 30 points total. As long as you
fully participate, you will likely earn the full, 10 points. If your participation is less than ideal, your grade will
be reduced accordingly.

Make Ups and Late Work

It is your responsibility to make up missed class sessions or late work. If you must miss a class, please send me
an e-mail before class so that I may let you know what you will be missing. I will not be recording this course.
Absences often result in missed in-class work, and a reduction for class participation, though I do not grade on
attendance alone. Talk to me if you are having problems. I make exceptions for legitimate, documented excuses.

Guidelines for Letters of Recommendation

1. You should give me (or any professor) 30 days minimum forewarning for letters of recommendation (not counting
holidays or breaks during which you should not assume that I will be writing letters).

I will not be likely to grant last minute requests, though it’s always worth a try, in emergencies.

It should go without saying that you should be a student who did very well in the class/es you took with me.

All pertinent information and documents necessary for the letter should be emailed to me.

If hard copies are required, stamped, addressed envelopes for each recipient should be included.

I strongly suggest that you schedule a brief meeting during my office hours to discuss the purpose of the letter at the
time of your request. I am happy to write letters of support for all who follow these guidelines.

AN ol e

Consent for Recording of Class (Zoom included) and Public Sharing of Instructor Material

University Policy S12-7, http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf, requires students to obtain instructor’s permission to
record the course and the following items to be included in the syllabus:
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e “Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone when you are recording him/her.
You must obtain the instructor’s permission to make audio or video recordings in this class. Such permission
allows the recordings to be used for your private, study purposes only. The recordings are the intellectual property
of the instructor; you have not been given any rights to reproduce or distribute the material.”

o It is suggested that the greensheet include the instructor’s process for granting permission, whether in
writing or orally and whether for the whole semester or on a class by class basis.

o In classes where active participation of students or guests may be on the recording, permission of those
students or guests should be obtained as well.

o “Course material developed by the instructor is the intellectual property of the instructor and cannot be shared
publicly without his/her approval. You may not publicly share or upload instructor generated material for this
course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or homework solutions without instructor consent.” Information
regarding this policy can be found at: https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php - consent-

recording

University Policies - General Expectations, Rights and Responsibilities of the Student

Per University Policy S16-9 , relevant university policy concerning all courses, such as student responsibilities, academic
integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent for recording of class, etc. and available student services (e.g.
learning assistance, counseling, and other resources) are listed on Syllabus Information web page
(https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php). Make sure to visit this page to review and be aware of these
university policies and resources.

Shop Safety Test

If you plan to use the Shop (located in the Art Building) for realization of any of your projects, you must take
and pass the Shop safety test. Using the Shop is not required for this course, though at least some of you may
end up needing to use it. The test costs $20 per year. The test is usually only given the first two weeks of classes
each semester. If you took and passed the test last semester, you do not need to take it again this semester.
Students must pay at the Bursar’s Office, located in the Student Services Center, directly into Fund 62089 with
cash or check, and bring the receipt with you on the day that you plan to take the test.

If you are interested in taking the test, contact the shop asap to set up an appointment with Jordan or Lydia: 924-
4357, or go to Room 104A in the Art Building. Please do not leave the time you are requesting on the voicemail
system as it may conflict with a previously scheduled appointment. They will call you back. You should
schedule your appointment at least 1 day in advance. Email reservations are not accepted. The video shown in
Room 101 can also be viewed online (with captions) at:
http://www.sjsu.edu/at/atn/webcasting/events/shopysafety/ Students are allowed to bring and use notes.

Presentations - For the first week or so of class, each of you will give a very brief, 5-10 minute artist
presentation of your work as an introduction. I will share my work during this time as well, and conform to the
same time limitations. I will stop you if you run over 10 minutes, so please practice and conform to the time
limitation. Remember, limitations are good for creative people! All of you should be prepared to present for the
second class meeting, August 31%'. We will finish as many as we can (hopefully all of them) and continue the
following week if necessary. A digital slide show (PowerPoint or another program like it) is fine for this. I will
create a Google Doc to which you may upload your images to save class time. No laying out physical work this
time around. This is just an introduction, not a critique; an oral presentation, with digital images of your work,
providing a very brief introduction for the group. I know public speaking is intimidating. But try not to worry
too much. Our classroom will be a pretty safe, friendly, supportive place. You will have to do this sort of
presentation many times throughout your artistic career, including during First-semester Reviews in December,
First-year Reviews in May, as well as at ATC during your second year, so this is good practice. You do not have
to provide any sort of written material for this introduction. If time permits, we will wrap up week 3,
September 7" with a 3-minute "elevator talk" for each of you. More on this in a separate handout.
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<!--EndFragment-->


Dropping and Adding

Tuesday, August 31°": Last day to drop courses without an entry on student's permanent record (D).
Wednesday September 8": Last day to Add courses and register late (A).

For more information regarding add/drop policies see the Dropping and Adding section at
https://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/#Adding%20and%20Dropping

Important Upcoming Deadlines (yellow highlight indicates Zoom meeting; blue highlight indicates
on-campus meeting):

As of Today, 8/24

Read syllabus together; discuss expectations. Take a look at crit dates & begin to consider two dates that
you can commit to (one in the first half of the semester and one in the second half).

For Tuesday 8/31

5-10 minute Presentations on your work begin. Everyone must be ready to present today!

For Tuesday 9/07

Finish 5-10 minute Presentations - 3 minute elevator talks, if time permits
Readings for "library" due tonight!

For Tuesday 9/14
All Proposals due uploaded to Canvas

For Tuesday 9/21
First Critiques begin!

For Tuesday 10/12

All Artist Statements due! Each of you must upload your Artist Statements to the Canvas class site
prior to the start of class. This assignment is also listed in the "Assignments" area of Canvas. A
handout with guidelines for this assignment is already available on Canvas for you.

For Tuesday 10/19
Second round of critiques begin (Final Crits).
A detailed schedule for the entire semester follows. After your crit dates have been finalized and confirmed, I

will add your critiques to the daily schedule, and will upload the finalized version of the schedule to Canvas for
you.

I look forward to working with all of you.

Graduate Photography Critique, ART 208 01, Fall 2021 Page 10 of 13


https://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/#Adding%20and%20Dropping

<!--[if gte mso 9]><xml>
 <o:DocumentProperties>
  <o:Template>Normal</o:Template>
  <o:Revision>0</o:Revision>
  <o:TotalTime>0</o:TotalTime>
  <o:Pages>1</o:Pages>
  <o:Words>97</o:Words>
  <o:Characters>556</o:Characters>
  <o:Lines>4</o:Lines>
  <o:Paragraphs>1</o:Paragraphs>
  <o:CharactersWithSpaces>682</o:CharactersWithSpaces>
  <o:Version>11.1539</o:Version>
 </o:DocumentProperties>
 <o:OfficeDocumentSettings>
  <o:AllowPNG/>
 </o:OfficeDocumentSettings>
</xml><![endif]-->


<!--[if gte mso 9]><xml>
 <w:WordDocument>
  <w:Zoom>0</w:Zoom>
  <w:DoNotShowRevisions/>
  <w:DoNotPrintRevisions/>
  <w:DisplayHorizontalDrawingGridEvery>0</w:DisplayHorizontalDrawingGridEvery>
  <w:DisplayVerticalDrawingGridEvery>0</w:DisplayVerticalDrawingGridEvery>
  <w:UseMarginsForDrawingGridOrigin/>
 </w:WordDocument>
</xml><![endif]-->


<!--StartFragment-->


ART 208 / Graduate Photography Critique, Fall 2021, Course Schedule

Yellow highlight indicates Zoom meeting, blue highlight indicates in-person, on-campus meeting
Schedule is subject to change with fair notice. Notice will be given in class, via email, and updated version will be posted to Canvas.

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines
1 Aug. 24" : L . .
Class Introduction and Overview - individual introductions begin next Tuesday.
Tuesday o .
In-class writing assignment due @ end of class.
2 Aug. 31% . : . .
10-15 Minute Presentations begin - everyone must be ready to present tonight!
Tuesday
2 rd
Sept. 3 First Fridays in DT San Jose
Friday
3 Sept. 71 Readings for our class "library' due tonight. Have them uploaded to assignment

Tuesday | before class. Finish presentations — Elevator talk

4 Sept. 14 | All Proposals due! - upload to Canvas prior to start of class - we will go over each
Tuesday | proposal together in class tonight.

S Sept. 21
Tuesday | 1.
Critiques

Begin! 2.
30 min. ea
with 10 min.
break between

6 Sept. 28™
Tuesday 3.
4.
6 Oct. 1% First Fridays in DT San Jose
Friday
7 Oct. 5™
Tuesday | 5.
6.
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines
8 Oct. 12
Tuesday
7.
Artist 3
Statement ’
Due today!
9 Oct. 19t ATC - First day of Practice
Tuesday
2nd (Final) 1
Crits Begin | ~
30 min. ea 2
with 10 min. :
break between
10 Oct. 26"
Tuesday | 3.
4.
10 Oct. 28™ ATC Opening - make every effort to attend — 6:00 — 7:00 pm
Thursday | https://sjsu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcre-CvrD8iGda2 OKZmDtAPvZCmyZBe8ij
11 Nov. 2md Final day of ATC Practice
Tuesday s,
6.
11 Nov. 5 First Fridays in DT San Jose
Friday
12 Nov. 8t ATC Presentations - make every effort to attend — 9:00 am — 12:00 pm
Monday | https:/sjsu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcrc-CvrD8jGda2_OKZmDtAPvZCmyZBeS8jj

B
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines
12 Nov. 9t ATC Presentations - make every effort to attend — 9:00 am — 11:30 am
Tuesday | phitps:/sisu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcre-CvrD8; Gda2_OKZmDtAPvZCmyZBeSjj
7.
8.
13 Nov. 16"
Tuesday | 9.
10.
11.
14 Nov. 231 . . ) .
Tuesday Roundtable discussion on life after grad school with former grads.
15 Nov-29% | Grad Exhibition Installed — Please plan to be available to install your own work
Monday on this date
IS Nov. 30" Grad Exhibition O i i I
pens (soft opening with small groups) - meet in Art Quad @6PM
Tuesday | g1 groups can be led to Belcher Gallery
1S Dec. 3% Grad Exhibition Closes— Please pl i i
; — plan now to be available to de-install your own
Friday work and leave gallery spotless on this date
16 Dec. 7% Study/Dead Day - No class. We could potentially do our print trade on this night...?
Tuesday Yy y . p y p ght....
17 Tues 12/14 5:15-7:30 PM in IS 219C - Please note that time is different and plan ahead accordingly. Our

Final Exam

"Final" will consist of our end of the semester gathering and print exchange on either Tuesday the 7% or
14% or another night of our choosing. I'm willing to attend on a Friday or Saturday night if all of you can
make it.

https://www.sjsu.edu/classes/final-exam-schedule/fall-2021.php

Graduate Photography Critique, ART 208 01, Fall 2021

Page 13 of 13



https://sjsu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcrc-CvrD8jGda2_OKZmDtAPvZCmyZBe8jj
https://www.sjsu.edu/classes/final-exam-schedule/fall-2021.php

	Department of Art and Art History ART 208-01, Graduate Photography Critique,
	Section 01, Class Number 40013, Fall 2021
	San José State University

	School/Department Course Number, Title, Section, Semester, Year
	Course and Contact Information (Required - Delete the word “Required” in final draft)
	Additional Contact Information & Resources
	Course Description (Required - Delete the word “Required” in final draft)
	Insert course description from the University catalog  augmented by section-specific description.
	Professional practice in the discipline of fine art photography is multi faceted and complex. To embrace this diversity, Art 208 Graduate Photography Critique offers rotating topics that influence portfolio development, emphasize an ongoing critique o...
	Course Format
	Course Materials - Location
	Assignments, Readings, Handouts - https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1428394
	Photography Program Information
	Indicate whether this course adopts an online, hybrid, or flipped classroom delivery format. Specify any Internet connectivity or technology requirements, such as computer, special hardware devices or software apps that students must have to participa...
	Service Learning (SL) Courses (Suggested, if applicable, but not mandatory)
	If this course is a service learning course, students must complete a CSU-SJSU Learning Plan & Participation Guide; participate only with an SJSU approved partner organization; and enter all required SL in the SJS4 database. More details are available...
	Definition of Service Learning: Visit University Policy S02-3 for definition or more information on service learning.
	University Policy S16-14 on Internships, Service Learning, and Off-Campus Learning Experiences
	University Policy S16-14 on Internships, Service Learning, and Off-Campus Learning Experiences
	Credit Bearing Internships (Suggested, if applicable, but not mandatory)
	If this course is an internship for academic credit, students must complete a CSU-SJSU Learning Plan & Participation Guide; participate only with an SJSU approved partner organization; and for unpaid internships complete a University Organization Agre...
	Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging (Delete if not applicable)
	Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on my faculty web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/people/firstname.lastname and/or on Canvas Learning Management System course login website. You are responsibl...
	Program Information (Delete if not applicable)
	Insert any program or department information here as appropriate.
	Course Goals (Delete if not applicable)
	Insert course goals, as appropriate.
	GE Learning Outcomes (GELO) (Delete if not applicable)
	If applicable, list your General Education learning outcomes here and specify which class activities/assignments/experiences are linked to GE learning outcomes.
	Upon successful completion of this GE course, students will be able to:
	Insert learning outcome 1, satisfied by activity/assignment/experience XYZ
	Insert learning outcome 2, etc.
	Course Learning Outcomes (CLO) (Required - Delete the word “Required” in final draft)
	Students will gain understanding of:

	Insert and list your non-General Education course learning outcomes here. Describe the outcome in terms of specific and measurable actions, capabilities or skills students will be able to perform through course activities/experience at the end of your...
	How to write learning outcomes
	How to write learning outcomes
	Course Goals
	Required Texts/Readings
	Library Liaison
	Using Bloom’s Taxonomy to Write Effective Learning Objectives
	Using Bloom’s Taxonomy to Write Effective Learning Objectives
	Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy Action Verbs
	Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy Action Verbs
	Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
	Insert learning outcome 1
	Insert learning outcome 2, etc.
	Required Texts/Readings (Required - Delete the word “Required” in final draft)
	Textbook
	Insert your complete textbook citation here. Include ISBN and information about where students can buy or access the text. Include if applicable.
	Other Readings
	Insert the list of any additional readings here and specify where they can be found. Include if applicable.
	Other technology requirements / equipment / material

	Include if applicable.
	Library Liaison (Delete if not applicable)
	Insert the name, email address, and other relevant information concerning your library liaison.
	Course Requirements and Assignments (Required - Delete the word “Required” in final draft)
	Readings/writing
	Weekly Discussion - Schedule for each class session
	Number and Length of Critiques
	Preparation for Critiques
	Content, Technique and Presentation
	Choosing A Date For Your Critiques
	Class Participation - Grade Reduction for Lack of Participation
	Your voice is critical to the success of this class. You are expected to attend regularly, even when your work is not being critiqued. Keep in mind that we only meet once a week. Missing one night of class is equal to missing a week of class. For s...
	Classroom Protocol
	Insert descriptions of course requirements and assignments here. Explain how course requirements, reading materials, learning activities, and assignments contribute to or are aligned with course learning outcomes. Include information about general exp...
	University Syllabus Policy S16-9
	University Syllabus Policy S16-9
	University’s  Syllabus Information web page
	University’s  Syllabus Information web page
	University Policy S16-9, Course Syllabi requires the following language to be included in the syllabus:
	University Policy S16-9, Course Syllabi requires the following language to be included in the syllabus:
	“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, preparation/studying, or course relate...
	Final Examination or Evaluation

	“Faculty members are required to have a culminating activity for their courses, which can include a final examination, a final research paper or project, a final creative work or performance, a final portfolio of work, or other appropriate assignment.”
	Grading Information (Required - Delete the word “Required” in final draft)
	Relative weight of course requirements - Your final grade will be based on the following:
	Determination of Grades

	Guidelines for Letters of Recommendation
	Specify your grading policy here. Provide rubrics and explain how grades are assessed and assigned. Allow multiple opportunities to give feedback on student learning. Use rubrics or examples to explain and show students how they can assess themselves ...
	University Syllabus Policy S16-9
	University Syllabus Policy S16-9
	University Attendance and Participation Policy F15-12
	University Attendance and Participation Policy F15-12
	University Grading System Policy F18-5
	University Grading System Policy F18-5
	Determination of Grades
	A statement of how grades will be determined for the course, including +/- grades if they are used.
	Extra credit options, if available.
	List of the percentage weight assigned to various class assignments.
	Any policies regarding late or missed work.
	Below are a few samples of accessible grading scale in table and non-table format.  You can use either one or create your own grading scale as long as it is accessible with logical reading order. Different screen readers may read texts differently. Th...
	A plus = 1000 to 970 points
	A = 969 to 940 points
	A minus = 939 to 900 points
	B plus = 899 to 870 points
	B = 869 to 840 points
	B minus = 839 to 800 points
	C plus = 799 to 770 points
	C = 769 to 740 points
	C minus = 739 to 700 points
	D plus = 699 to 670 points
	D = 669 to 512 points
	D minus = 639 to 600 points
	F = 599 points or lower
	Consent for Recording of Class (Zoom included) and Public Sharing of Instructor Material

	Grading Information for GE/100W (Delete if not applicable)
	For Basic Skills (A1, A2, A3, B4) include the following statement:
	“This course must be passed with a C- or better as a CSU graduation requirement.”
	For 100W (Area Z) courses, include the following statement:
	“This course must be passed with a C or better as an SJSU graduation requirement.”
	For upper division GE courses (R, S, V) include the following paragraph:
	“Passage of the Writing Skills Test (WST) or the WST Directed Self Placement or ENGL/LLD 100A with a C or better (C‐ not accepted), and completion of Core General Education are prerequisite to all SJSU Studies courses. Completion of, or co‐registratio...
	Classroom Protocol (Delete if not applicable)
	Insert here your expectations for participation, attendance, arrival times, behavior, safety, cell phone use, etc..
	University Policies - General Expectations, Rights and Responsibilities of the Student
	Shop Safety Test
	Read syllabus together; discuss expectations. Take a look at crit dates & begin to consider two dates that  you can commit to (one in the first half of the semester and one in the second half).
	For Tuesday 8/31
	For Tuesday 9/07

	For Tuesday 9/14
	For Tuesday 9/21
	For Tuesday 10/12
	For Tuesday 10/19

	University Policies (Required - Delete the word “Required” in final draft)
	Per University Policy S16-9 ,relevant university policy concerning all courses, such as student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent for recording of class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learni...
	If applicable, include links to your department and college-level rules, requirements and services.
	Additional Information (Delete if not applicable)
	Insert any additional course information such as, field trip, writing policy, APA format, writing requirement, etc. as appropriate.
	ART 208 / Graduate Photography Critique, Fall 2021, Course Schedule
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines
	Date
	Week

