
2014-2015 Annual Report
Associated Students
San José State UniversityOnward



Associated Students, SJSU is a 501(c)3 company created to provide 
student leadership and the development of services that meet the 
changing needs of the students at San José State University. 
Maintaining a voice for the students through student government, 
Associated Students is responsible for the creation and daily operation 
of nine distinct departments, each contributing its own unique service 
to our campus community.

MISSION
Our mission is to represent the students of San José State University 
and continually improve the quality of their educational opportunities 
and experiences.

COMMITMENT
Associated Students of San José State University has been a student-
owned and operated non-profit organization for over 100 years. 
We are committed to providing services and activities that enhance 
the opportunity to meet, recreate and maximize student life. 
Opportunities to get involved and obtain leadership skills are among
our highest priorities.

DEPARTMENTS
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 Executive Director 

Tari Hunter Wimbley, M.S.

 Dear
Spartans, Greetings!

 Hello
Spartans!

There are few words that can describe the experiences and learning 
the Associated Students family shared last year. As an organization,
we faced critical challenges. But as individuals, we met those 
challenges with strength, courage and conviction. Some of our 
highlights include relocation of several departments to the new 
Student Union, conducting a critical review of internal policies 
and procedures, improving our financial health, and launching 
new initiatives that will impact our community for years to come.

The 2014-2015 year tested the quality of our character when 
the A.S. Board of Directors faced a difficult decision and Executive 
Director transition, which was handled with professionalism, integrity
and transparency. Together we vowed to “keep moving forward,” a
phrase alive throughout the year. We maintained positivity, shared our
vision for the road ahead, and supported one another. I am honored 
to have led our team during this critical time, but even more grateful 
to have served when they needed me the most.  

Collectively, we committed to the success of the organization as the 
Board embarked on the search for a new leader. We never lost sight 
of the big picture of fulfilling the A.S. mission and doing what is in the 
best interest of students. After a lengthy process, I am pleased to say 
Ms. Tari Hunter Wimbley was chosen for the role. Together, we move 
forward into 2015-2016 with a new energy, a fortified commitment to 
students, and a focus on the continual improvement of our programs 
and services.

Onward!

As the new Executive Director for Associated Students, I am honored 
and excited to lead an organization with a 118-year history steeped in 
social justice, advocacy and providing quality programs and services to 
the San José State University community.
 
As we move forward with this new chapter of our history, we will 
develop a strategic plan that will align us with the learning outcomes 
of the Division of Student Affairs and the University. We will analyze 
the programs and services that we provide to ensure we are operating 
efficiently and providing students with the highest quality of service.
 
Student government is finalizing a new senate-based leadership model 
that will increase leadership opportunities for students and allow us 
to impact more of the campus community. Moving student government 
into the new Student Union will strategically place us in the heart of 
campus making our leaders more accessible to their peers.
 
Associated Students mission is to represent SJSU students and 
continually improve the quality of educational opportunities and 
experiences. As we move onward, Associated Students  will continue 
to work diligently to be good stewards of student fees and represent 
the voice of the students at all levels. We will continue to provide 
students with opportunities to have a rich and rewarding experience 
at SJSU. I am enthusiastic about what the future holds for Associated 
Students and San José State University and look forward to many 
years of impacting the SJSU community.
 
Spartan Up!
 

I must say, it has been a tremendous pleasure, 
honor, and responsibility to serve as the
Associated Students President & CEO. This 
past year has all been about moving forward 
and onward. 

From our logos to our leadership, it surely was 
a year of transition for our organization, as 
exemplified by our Interim Executive Director, 
Kelli Williams Reid, who so ably served A.S. at 
such a critical time. It was also apparent again 
when I transitioned from Vice President to 
President in the spring semester. 

Highlights from the year are broad and varied. 
The Campus-to-the-City initiative was realized 
with the banners throughout downtown and 
the first Spartan head symbolically imprinted on 
the intersection of 9th Street and San Fernando 
to declare that this is “Spartan Territory” to 
all who pass. Special thanks to past President 
Nicholas Ayala (2013-2014) and Mykel Jeffrey, 
three-term Board member, for their hard work 
with the University and City of San José on that 
project. A.S. also hosted its first-ever Spartan 
Showcase to show off all of the great work our 
student organizations do with A.S. funding. 

We spent a significant amount of time reviewing 
and reassessing our financial practices and 
policies to reaffirm our commitment to the 
sensible stewardship of student fees. This year, 
we also renegotiated our lease cost for our 
Student Union spaces, which opened up tens 
of thousands of dollars in our 2015-2016 
budget. The Governance Restructure for 
Equity, Advocacy & Transparency (G.R.E.A.T) 
Ad Hoc Committee developed a new proposal 
for the model for the A.S. Restructure Project 
that we intend to implement by the 2016-2017 
school year. We reformed our Election
Regulation Manual to streamline and garner 
more popularity during election cycles. 

In the spring, we conducted a Student Success 
Fee Survey to gather feedback on how to best 
utilize the controversial funds from students, 
which ultimately led to a unanimously-approved 
Board resolution, a better sense of priorities for
the fee and a commitment from the administration 
to freeze the fee at its current level. Special 
thanks to all who helped in the creation of the 
survey, particularly then Interim Vice President 
of Student Affairs, Dr. Renee Barnett Terry, who
supported A.S. throughout the entire year.

In keeping with the theme of onward, 
we successfully led a search for a permanent 
Executive Director which resulted in the hiring 
of Ms. Tari Hunter Wimbley. I am so thrilled 
to see her settle and grow into her role with 
Associated Students. I have no doubt that she 
will be pivotal in shaping the legacy of A.S. 
with future student leaders. 

I am so proud of the work that has been done, 
and I hope you will recognize the impact that 
Associated Students has made at SJSU during 
the 2014-15 year.

Thank you, and Spartan Up!

Associate Executive Director 

Kelli Williams Reid
President & CEO

Aaron Miller


































