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STUDENTS, FACULTY, AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC ARE ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND.
On January 12, 2009 President Obama declared that economists from across the political spectrum agreed on the need for massive government spending to stimulate the economy. Within two weeks of that announcement hundreds of professional economists publicly disagreed with the President.  Is it possible for the government to spend the economy out of this recession?  The question is open for debate.  Examination of historical events provides one means of answering the question.  Dr. Burton Folsom has examined government economic intervention and its consequences by studying the policies and results of the greatest U.S. peacetime government intervention: FDR’s New Deal.  Join students, faculty, and friends to learn from history as we hear Dr. Folsom’s evaluation of FDR’s policies.  

Burton Folsom is the Charles Kline professor of history and management at Hillsdale College in Michigan. He is also senior historian at the Foundation for Economic Education, in Irvington, N.Y. Dr. Folsom received his Ph.D. in history from the University of Pittsburgh and has taught at the University of Nebraska, Murray State University, and Northwood University before joining Hillsdale College in 2003. He has also been a senior fellow at the Mackinac Center for Public Policy in Michigan. Professor Folsom has written six books, including The Myth of the Robber Barons, published by Young America's Foundation, now in its fifth edition. His latest book is New Deal or Raw Deal: How FDR's Economic Legacy Has Damaged America (Simon & Schuster, 2008). He has written articles for the Wall Street Journal, The American Spectator, Policy Review, and the Christian Science Monitor. He is a columnist on economic history for The Freeman.
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Martin Luther King Library, Room 225

ABOUT THE DAVID R. SAURMAN PROVOCATIVE LECTURE SERIES: The Department of Economics invites students, faculty, and the general public to consider intellectual arguments on controversial topics. Presenters in the Provocative Lecture Series are noted for their outstanding scholarship and public speaking ability. This lecture series fosters the tradition of higher education to challenge ideas and develop critical thinking in an environment of respect and intellectual discourse. Our goal is for you to develop the critical thinking skills necessary to reach your own informed position on controversial issues. We invite you to attend, to relax, to ponder, and to enjoy the thought process. The views of the speakers do not necessarily represent those of the University.
