Dorothy Wright Awards for Outstanding High School Teachers
Wednesday, April 24, 2013
San Jose State University
Department of English and Comparative Literature

Luranne Drager, Abraham Lincoln High School

 “She helped me a lot with the grammar and clarification when revising essay…She was willing to take extra time to listen to us and solved our problem. In my last year of my high school, even though I was not in her class, she still helped me with my English class work and even partnered with me in school project. —Lok Hin Yu

Patrick Vernaelde, Adrian C. Wilcox High School

“I actually took something he taught me to college, which was that we need to spend more time focusing and understanding key points of a prompt given to us in order to right a good essay.”
— Amit Nand

Jane Albano, Alisal High School

“She helped me prepare [for my English class at SJSU] by making me increase my reading skills by making me read more literature.” — Sergio Vargas

Serena Johnson, American High School

 “She helped me learn about the importance of analyzing major themes in novels and essays.  She also helped me appreciate and enjoy writing more by using fun activities and engaging methods of teaching.” — Alex Marroquin

Allison Parker, Andrew P. Hill High School

 “It short, I have one motivation to be [an] English major: Her. If she can give out these feelings and love for her students and material, then I feel that I can too.”— Jeremy Peoples

James Daniel, Aragon High School

 “Mr. Daniel was an engaging teacher who always sought to challenge his students and make sure we were engaging in the texts in deeper ways. A lot of the close reading skills I have further refined in my coursework at SJSU were initially introduced to me by Mr. Daniel.” 
— Ailena Jones

Craig Whitt, Archbishop Mitty High School

“He taught me to pay attention to detail, and constantly try to improve my work.”
—Marissa McPeak

Teresa Filice, Cupertino High School

	 “She had us practice in class essays at least every other week along with reading inside and outside of class.”—Justin Casey

 “[She] helped me to have confidence in my writing as well as to learn from my mistakes.”
—Paul Choe

 “She gave me and everyone else a lot of personal attention on our work, which made our papers better.”— Kevin Briot

Adrienne Harber, Cupertino High School

“Ms. Harber knew that I could be a great writer, and she helped to bring that out in me by working with me to help me see everything that goes into writing an A paper, from outline to final draft.” — Kyle Briot

Michael Duarte, Del Mar High School

 “The way he helps is easy to understand and very effective in improving writing skills of students.”— Scott Herring

 “Many students, past and present have all seen a growth in their writing abilities and skills throughout the duration of his class.” — Maria Griswold

Carrie Targhetta, El Camino High School

“The multiple essays we wrote in this course really prepared me for college English. She really gave us material that was difficult to understand, but by the end of the year, I was able to fully annotate a piece, and write an essay, analyzing the author's work.”—Meschelle Noble

Diana Rowland, Esparto High School

“I personally believe that the writing skill lessons that she taught in class helped me improve on my writing, and those few weeks that she spent on resumes and interview skills helped me get my job that I've had for over a year.”— Vanessa Shatto

Steven Puccinelli, Fremont High School

“Our professor was passionate about teaching us [a] good affective way of writing to prepare us for college level writing.”—Yvette Vielmas

Lisa Clausnitzer, Homestead High School

 “One of the most important things Ms. Clausnitzer did to help prepare me for college-level writing was assigning a research paper.  This may sound like nothing special, but our class spent an entire semester writing ten page minimum research papers on a topic of our choosing, and Ms. Clausnitzer was there every step of the way.” — Sophie Papacosta

James Ratti, Homestead High School

 “Mr. Ratti's American Lit/Writing class not only taught me how to become a better writer, but also how to become a better person.” — Kyle Nishimoto



Shawnee Rivera, Homestead High School

 “We wrote several essays during the course of the year, in preparation for a presentation about ourselves. This presentation helped me to figure out the person I was and the person I want to be—a college graduate.”— Onette Morales

Leilani Esguerra, Independence High School

“She not only helped us with being better readers and writers but also help us see our potential in life and in the world.”— Manisha Prashar

Martin Brandt, Independence High School

	“Not only did he help our writing but he also assisted in our critical reading, teaching how to read articles, essays and novels carefully to see the rhetoric the author employs to persuade us to one side or the other.”— Giselle Tran

Christy Hallford, Irvington High School

“We had to read at least 25 pages a night, with a quiz the next day, and all these things have definitely prepared me for my English class at SJSU, since the workload was about the same, if not more.”— Brian Barrientez II

Katrina Silva, John H. Pitman High School

 “Ms. Silva not only prepared me for college, she was also able to make me a better writer than what is expected.”— Eulises Valdovinos

Robin Jankowski, Leland High School

“Robin taught me the importance of finding the meaning of a piece of literature, and more importantly, how said literature fits into the history of the world.”—Ryan Cooper

Audrey Makris, Leland High School

	“This teacher helped me discover my writing skills, my love for literature, and most importantly she helped me find my confidence.” —Brandon Denault

Lynn Marozeck, Milpitas High School

“Really helpful and understanding, the best teacher anyone could ask for!” —Anonymous

“She was understanding and always helpful with assignments.” —Tien M. Vu

Paula Chenoweth, Milpitas High School

“Ms. Chenoweth prepared me for my English class at SJSU by thoroughly explaining the answers to questions I had about the literature we read and the grammar rules we reviewed in class. She would often voluntarily stay after school for any student who needed additional help with understanding the subject material.” — Jeannie Bauzon

“Mrs. Chenoweth prepared me by expanding my vocabulary and assigning many essays.”
— Reina Joanna Ladua

Jeff Colburn, Milpitas High School

	“Mr. Colburn constantly challenges his students.” —Michelle Sharma

Susan Maloney, Mount Eden High School

“She was engaging with all her students and had multiple projects to bring the class together.”
— Kenneth Tungol

Joe Lovato, Mount Pleasant High School

“It was because of Mr. Lovato that I became passionate about literature and the fundamentals of the English language.”—Michelle Wellwood

Karen Cocovich, Mount Pleasant High School

“At first I didn't expect to improve my writing and [English] skills, however, now that I am in English 1A at SJSU I have found that I am incorporating everything I've learned in the class I am currently in now. Now that I think about it, she really tried to help us achieve our best.” 
—Jennifer Gamboa

“She taught me the reasons why we write essays, which no one else before her could explain why. I found that writing was important, and though it was a Literature class, I got more out of it, than just reading a book and writing about it; I started looking critically at EVERYTHING.” —Wilton Chang

Laurie Pizzuti, Oak Grove High School

“She had us write many essays throughout the year in order to prepare the entire class for rigorous college-level writing.”—Brandon Hellewell

Andrea Ocamb-Winters, Piedmont Hills High School

“[Her] caring personality let each student know that she cared for us to become better writers and to excel in the English language. Not only did she prepare me well for English classes at the college level, but she also taught us how to correctly write our prompts in order to get into CSU's and UC's --such as SJSU.”— Alana L. Miller

William Brown, Piedmont Hills High School

“Mr. Brown provides his students with creative and challenging prompts while maintaining a structured classroom. He explains the rules, and taught us how to break them. The memory of this class is why I returned to English after my acceptance to SJSU as a pre-nursing student.”— Krista Reutter

“At the beginning of Journalism and English 4, my writing often times lacked structure. After taking his classes, I started noticing that my papers and articles began to become more fluid, concise and organized. Mr. Brown did a really good job at targeting the main issues that students had when it came to writing.”— Thao Nguyen

Vincent Parker, San Benito High School

“He led us to believe that we could develop our own ideas on any novel, and everything is valid when you can argue it.” — Massiel Valenzuela

Dave Kenigsberg, Santa Teresa High School

“He helped me to increase my vocabulary, my essay writing skills (structure, and specifics like persuasive, informative, business, etc.), and my grammar skills.” — John Hodges

Rick Dirck, Silver Creek High School

“When you had to write in his class, it wasn't to fulfill a prompt or answer a question. You had to think of what the topic was and bring some kind of reasoning on why you believe that your statement makes sense.” — Eric Stokesberry

Jane Voss, Silver Creek High School

“She would put up daily quotes/questions. The quotes/questions would be meaningful quotes on life and knowledge. Her class really opened up my mind and challenged me to be open to different ideas whether I agree with them or not.”— Tiffany Nguyen

Sandra Trotch, University Preparatory Academy

“She helped me become a better reader. Before, it was difficult for me to read and understand the material in class. However, she always helped me through it. She saw the talent inside of me that I couldn't see myself.” —Zain Ahmed

Keith Webb, Washington High School

“He provided in-depth feedback on the writing assignments, assigned useful advanced vocabulary exercises, taught how to analyze text like passages or books, and made himself available during hours outside of class like before and after school in order to assist his students with succeeding in the class.” 
—Janel Quoc

Andy Evans, Westmont High School

“He made everything we learned easy to remember and engaged us with every activity. I feel like just from this class and my journalism classes, he prepared all of his student[s] not just for college- but for life in general.” — Deanna Villarreal

“He was always pushing his students to reach their full potential.” — Georgina Silca

Chris Haskett, Westmont High School

“He was an excellent teacher that focused in the literature section of English. We not only read a lot, but we learned to become writers that knew proper grammar and how to avoid common grammatical errors.” — Rolando Munoz



Sarah Miller, Willow Glen High School

“The experience from Ms. Miller's class has shown me another perspective of the public educational system. English is not just about reading and analyzing another piece of literature, it can teach you how to be persuasive, form intellectual statements, and how to analyze ads, political debates, and speeches through the use of images and diction.” — Kristina Van

“She managed to improve everyone's writing and assisted them in creating a paper that had their own voice in it (as opposed to writing without much feeling).” — Drew Weber

“She really went in depth on subjects other teachers would overlook.” —Matthew Regan

Scott Patterson, Willow Glen High School

“Mr. Patterson was a very influential teacher. He was very respectful and would not tolerate disrespect or interrupting behavior. I remember that he would always talk to me and make sure I understood what was going on in class and if I did not understand he would always help me.” 
— Tinandean Wilkins

“Mr. Patterson pushed us to write better.” —Amina Omer
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