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Joan Owen, Adrian C. Wilcox High School

“Mrs. Owen connected with all her students.” – Taylor Bavaulaugh

“Mrs. Owen helped with college applications and essays.”  – Kyle Tong

Patrick Vernaelde, Adrian C. Wilcox High School
“Mr. Verndelde went in depth through the CSU criteria and gave me a lot to think about.  He made everyone participate in class.  He helped us “want” to learn and we as a class had many discussions.” – Christina Green

“He really helped me find myself as a writer and was the best English teacher I’ve ever had.  He really took time with every student and connected with them to make sure they understood the writing.”  – Andrew Przybylski

“Mr. Vernaelde always had us practice essay [writing…and] he kept me wanting to listen to his lectures.  It was FUN!” – Valerie Williams

“Mr. Vernaelde [motivated me] to do better.  He kept pushing students to do the best.”  

– Sam Baes

Noel McCargar, Adrian C. Wilcox High School
“Mrs. McCargar gave me great feedback that always helped me revise and [she] always answered my questions when I needed help.  Everyone enjoyed her class and respected her.  They all listened because they knew she had a lot of important and valuable information to share.  She made me actually enjoy English.” – Savannah Seaman

“The reading we did [for Mrs. McCargar] helped us with critical thinking, and how to write well developed paragraphs.  She is very nice.” – Andrea Anderson

“Mrs. McCargar really focused on essays, [such as] how to incorporate quotes [and] how to analyze them… [she] helped outline an essay that would satisfy college criteria.  Out of all my teachers through high school, she stood out the most because of how she would work with you after class.”  – John Kot

Ana Parra, Andrew P. Hill High School

“Ms. Parra [helped] me with my writing.  She took time to explain and help students.”  

– Kathy Le

“Ms. Parra was always available [to] me when I needed help and had questions.  She also helped me get into the EOP program.” – Dalia Allatorre-Parra

Jennifer Wei, Aragon High School

“Ms. Wei taught me how to perform deep analysis of books we read in class in order to write good essays.  She [also] got me to love English.  Ms. Wei was the type of teacher who was loved by her students.  I personally had her during 1st period and noticed that no one ever ditched her class.  She is very energetic and funny, so class [was] fun and [it was] easy to learn from her.  She works to make a classroom feel comfortable so that even the quietest kids would volunteer.” – Alexa Kamil 

“Ms. Wei made my writing A LOT better compared to my sophomore year.  Everyone that had her class became great writers and readers.”  – Chad Bolanos

“Within the two years that I studied with Ms. Wei, I became a better writer, which has helped me in college.” – Marlo Alvarez

Craig Whitt, Archbishop Mitty High School
“Mr. Whitt always provided great feedback and offered ways to help.  Mr. Whitt also always gave great suggestions and helped me with my thesis and organization.  He focused on writing all the time.  He wrote and gave us immediate feedback.”  – Ernesto Hernandez
“He taught us to write creatively, but also taught us the ‘rules’ of writing.  When I came to SJSU, I felt prepared because Mr. Whitt [critiqued] our writing very diligently.  He always took the time to individually edit our papers and talk to us about strengths and weaknesses.”  – Gaby Cutini

“He has really helped me feel prepared for English 1A as a first year student.”  

– Dominique K. Carter
Samuel Bliss, Bellarmine College Preparatory

“Mr. Bliss was a hard teacher, but always willing to help [with] daily writing and analysis of works read in class.  I [had never] got higher than a C+ on a paper before [his] class, [but] throughout [this] class, I got A’s and B’s on the papers, and an A in the class.” 

– Edbert Nguyen
“Mr. Bliss taught me how to connect and build off of previous points and build off previous papers too.  He taught me how to analyze much deeper into British Romanticism and see underlying themes.  We wrote a final paper that consisted of three or so previous papers, of which all connected through different British Romantic writings and books.” – Tyler Horvath

“Mr. Bliss required the work of a real college class, and had us write intense essays that demanded 150% more brain power than our brains [could] give out.  In addition, the structure of writing and language required from us was extremely difficult to master at first.  We studied every single sentence of any piece of reading or writing we did!  Every word!  It will be a blessing to honor this extremely erudite teacher.”  – Miko Ruiz
Jeremy Lum, Bellarmine College Preparatory
“Every single one of my teachers at Bellarmine, [including Mr. Lum,] has made me the writer [I am today].  Not just that, but they have taught me to use my life experiences as motivation to pour my heart out in my writing.  They are all teachers that I have a deep connection with, and for that I am thankful.” – Miguel F. Ozuna

“Mr. Lum prepared me for English class by helping me develop my own voice in writing, [and helped] my creativity break through in my writing.  Mr. Lum would show us an example of solid creative writing, then set us free to work on our journals.” 

– Maxwell Longanecker
Rachelle Burnside, Branham High School
“Ms. Burnside would consistently hold 40 minute in-class essays to help us improve writing under pressure [and to write] more efficiently.  She gave us strict and helpful criticism that, in my experience, helped [improve] my writing considerably.  Moreover, she was insightful in our reading discussions, and made class interesting with applicable anecdotes.  She was also supportive as a teacher and approachable.  The greatest recollection I have of Ms. Burnside [was] when the AP testing came rolling in.  I had originally not intended to take it due to low scores on my AP exams in the past, but Ms. Burnside came to me … and encouraged me to take the exam.  As a teacher, she felt that I could pass.  She went around gathering money to pay for my exam because I couldn’t.  The compassion she displayed for me greatly improved my self confidence, and showed me that teachers care.  I could never thank her enough; I passed with a 5.” – Jae Hee Ahn    
“We discussed literature in depth and wrote many essays.  Students were always engaged in discussions and were genuinely interested in the subject.  She taught me, and other students, how to write better essays.”  – Julienne Barrett

“Ms. Burnside worked with us on our writing.  Her main goal was to have us feel more comfortable with writing.  We would also have many class discussions which she made sure everyone participated in.  [One recollection I have from her class was] our first essay we wrote junior year.  I was very nervous and didn’t do well on it.  She met each student individually and went over every detail.  She helped us revise them and throughout the year helped us [make] our writing stronger.” – Emily Cooper
Joseph Calabrese, Del Mar High School
“Mr. Calabrese taught me how to write [a proper essay.]  He just made everything understandable and simple.  He always told amazing stories [and I] looked forward to class.” – Bryan Zeledon
“Mr. Calabrese [prepared us for class with] sentence structure, [and] grammar.  He was very nice, helpful, and informative.” – Daniel Figuerra
“He taught us not to only write what we thought we should write…he taught us to write what we felt about the topic.  How he taught us wasn’t through many essays, but through his story telling that helped us look at things in different ways, [inspiring] us to put our feelings on paper.  Mr. Calabrese was a role model, friend, and was always there to talk to us when we needed someone to talk to.” – Shanna Brancato

“Mr. Calabrese is so kind. He made sure we knew what was on [our] tests, [and also went over] the tests, and [that helped] a lot.  He also helped us through life problems and has a great personality.” – Jodie Wu

Michael Duarte, Del Mar High School
“I believe that [Mr. Duarte] helped me become a better writer.  His [way] of teaching, though a bit challenging, made my last year in high school fun.” – Victor Chang

“Mr. Duarte challenged us over the summer with work, thus it accustomed us to the work later on in the year.  He made lessons entertaining with his sense of humor [and experiences]. He was [well-liked] by the majority of [the] senior class, [and] not only taught, but listened to students as a counselor.”  – Alex Pacheco

“Mr. Duarte helped me improve my essays and analyze books.  He was the best, and made class interesting.” – Anjelica Cattivera

“Mr. Duarte showed me how to write a college level paper.  He gave me tools that worked in the class, and could be used for future reference.  I was able to learn structure from him and create a better essay.  I am still working on improving my writing, but the things I learned from Mr. Duarte got me…an “A” on my first paper.  His class prepared me for college.”

– Natalie Barshow 

Bo Cheli, Evergreen High School

“Mr. Cheli pushed us to the limit of our abilities.  He was known as both, ‘the hardest teacher,’ and, ‘the best teacher,’ because of his creative ways [when it came to teaching].  He taught us many life lessons, treated us as adults, and prepared us for life after college.  His class was the most thought provoking class I have ever had.” – Sarr Sagir
“Mr. Cheli taught me to write a lot.  [He showed us that] it doesn’t matter what you write, but just [to] write.  He taught me life lessons, and how the real world works.” 
– Minh Tranle
“Mr. Cheli treated students as adults, and provided work that would prepare us for college courses.  His teaching methods taught me a lot about life while staying true to the material.” – Melvin Delavega

“Mr. Cheli used certain strategies to convince his students to love reading through all the life-lesson discussions that were always enlightening.  He taught me the importance of vocabulary, and keeping your work crisp and professional.  If you ask every single student who has had Mr. Cheli, [what recollection they have of him] their answer [would be] how he changed their lives.”  – Ryan Libed

Lisa Fulton, Foothill High School
“Mrs. Fulton pushed me really hard and made me write in a way I hadn’t before.  She made me analyze myself and I now have a good understanding of my identity.  I am much more insightful and more comfortable stating my opinions.  She taught me so much about life.  I feel that everyone needs to take her class because I feel like a better person now.” – April Duranleau 
“Mrs. Fulton pushed us to really work on areas we [struggled with].  She always encouraged us to get help on papers at lunch and would do so even if you didn’t have her [class] that year.  She taught us to rewrite our thesis statement ten times before using it in a paper.  I thought it was always very interesting that her door was always open for assistance if you needed it, and she treated all of her classes like college classes to prepare us.” – Jake Thornton

 Erin Pagtakhan, Foothill High School
“She made the class interesting and fun.  She could relate to her students so we paid more attention to her.  If it wasn’t for her I would hate English.  She related to us and taught us the curriculum in a fun, active way to help us learn.”  – Andrea Pinho

“She was very attention-grabbing and enthusiastic.  However, she was very adamant that her students do very good at writing essays, and so she would take some time everyday to discuss grammar, theses, and construction.  She was very thorough.  She used to reference that Ben Stiller comedy “Zoolander,” [by talking] about specific scenes and then use them to explain concepts like irony… or characterization.  The way she presented it [made me still] remember all the concepts.”  – Lauren Kilborn

“She helped the class really develop our essays so that we were all college ready.  She instilled in us grammatical and detailed writing.  She was very thorough in editing essays and helping us form our ideas [and] translating them into a thesis.  Everything she taught us was always taught with spunk and excitement, which made learning even more fun.” 

– Esther Hii
Dina Dwyer, Fremont High School

“Ms. Dwyer helped me see writing and reading in a whole different way.  She gave us college texts to read.  [She has] patience, [and has a] love for teaching.”  

– Alfredo Sandoval
“Ms. Dwyer was awesome at explaining how to do things.  She [taught us] how to [approach] different prompts.  She said writing is not about being right, wrong, or factual; you just had to be sincere in your writing, and be creative.  She loves what she does and cares for every single student.  Ms. Dwyer knows how to help students that are struggling.  She did not care how smart [you were] or how well you [wrote] a paper so long as you used your imagination and were creative.”  – Charity Pasadas

Amy Gibson, Fremont High School

“Ms. Gibson kept me motivated by stressing the importance of an education and by making me believe in my abilities as a writer.  She was dedicated to helping me reach my full potential, and always constructively [critiqued] my work in a way that maintained my confidence.”  – Roselyn Rodriguez

“Ms. Gibson would always give me positive feedback and helpful constructive comments.  She made her lesson/classes fun which made me enjoy going to her class.  She was able to make class fun while still being able to teach us important things.”  
– Adam Wigginton 

Alanna Callaway, Henry T. Gunderson High School

“Ms. Callaway prepared me for English class [here at SJSU] with her amazing lessons and dedication to really help students that may not understand as well as others.  As Journalism Advisor, she helped to inspire kids to write to their best ability.  Ms. Calloway is the definition of a great teacher.  She knows her trade and is willing to share and has the patience to do so.  She gave me the drive to work hard and challenged me to be a better writer.  She is [the reason] why I would like to become a broadcast journalist once I graduate from school.” – Bridget Fisher

Peggy Stover, Independence High School 

“Mrs. Stover [helped prepare us for English class by doing] a grammar exercise every morning before we started class.  [And with reading,] she helped us to find symbols and she helped us to understand the deep meaning of [a] story.  We did activities, such as debates and short plays, to help us get into the book.  She took her time teaching and explaining [concepts] to the class.  She always tried to make English fun and interesting.”  – Aileen Sumejo

“Mrs. Stover was very helpful and explained [concepts] well.  She prepared me for most of, if not all of, what I am learning now.” – Amanda Tsukamoto

Karen Winchester, Independence High School

“Ms. Winchester was very easy to work with.  She had us learning and acting like a college class.  She helped me pass my AP Language test with a 4.”  

– Amanda Tsukamoto

“Ms. Winchester [prepared me for my English class by] believing in [me] and my writing.  She pushed me to improve without bringing me down.”  –  Tracy Israde Torres

 “Ms. Winchester taught me how to structure my essays and introductions.  The fact that I can remember specific lessons after more than ten years shows how impactful they were.”  – Jermaine Rodriguez

Joni Beebe, Independence High School

“Ms. Beebe expanded my vocabulary a lot.  Her way of teaching helps you to stay focused and interested.  Ms. Beebe helped with MLA format essays to prepare [me] for college.  She would always be willing to help those who needed it.  She always stayed on her own time to help students after school.” – Brian Le

“Ms. Beebe [was] dedicated [and approached teaching] in a simple way.”  – Vy Nguyen  

Marek Breiger, Irvington High School
“All the students who cared about literature liked Mr. Breiger.  He helped everyone regardless [of whether] they wanted it or not.  He constantly made us write ‘quick writes’ in class so we wouldn’t forget what we learned that day…He was a great teacher.” 

– Jazmine Eubanks  

“Mr. Breiger calls on students so that students are engaged and active [in class.]  [We did] quick writes every day.” – Sit Huttein

Michael White, Leigh High School
“Mr. White’s assignments were very difficult, but he taught us in such a fun and effective way that I was excited and willing to complete any writing assignment he gave.” 

– Katrina Mahan
“Mr. White taught me how to enjoy poetry!  He was very passionate and enthusiastic about everything we did in class.  [He was] funny [and he] improved my writing by [having me] write daily.” – Sara Nelson

Andrea Floyd, Leland High School

“[Since she was] out of college [recently,] Ms. Floyd taught us in a way that [reflected] a college course, thus preparing us for college.  We had many in-class/out-of-class essays that helped us improve our writing skills.  Also, instead of just asking questions about the reading, she would get us to think analytically, and cared what [our thoughts were] on the reading.  She was able to pull me out of my slump in high school and helped me get back on track with my education.”  – Rohan Dave

“Ms. Floyd prepared me for college by detailing certain things we had to [learn] like the MLA.”  – Hoang Nguyen

 Richard Ajlouny, Leland High School

“Mr. Ajlouny always began his classes by playing a song, (always either classical, classic rock, or The Beatles,) and had [us] write in a journal whatever we wanted, as long as we wrote.  So we at least practiced writing every day.  He would then ask us if we had anything we wanted to talk about.  We would talk politics and world events, (more than what our history teachers did,) and he would somehow use that discussion to tie into the themes of whatever books that we were reading.  He made Joseph Conrad make sense.  Whenever we had an essay, Mr. Ajlouny was always available for feedback.  He would stay in his room during lunch, regardless of whether or not anyone showed up.  He was witty during, and out of class, and tried to hone that trait in his students as well.”

– Teresa Beirne

 “He made me write in new [and] different ways.” – Dan Banta

Paula Hasser, Live Oak High School

“Mrs. Hasser taught me how to write outlines, revise, and create a well organized paper.  She had us do countless AP practice tests to prepare us for the AP test.”  – Julie Alatorre

“She helped me to write stronger essays and [taught me] how to use the MLA format properly.” – Vanessa Torres

Gemma Abels, Live Oak High School

“We were taught the structure of essays and symbolism.  I really loved all of her classes.  She made everything interesting and truly paid attention to her students.  She is the reason why I want to be a teacher.  I was unable to organize my thoughts or compose a paper before my first class with Ms. Abels.  She truly brought me out of my shell and changed me both as a student and individual.  She would hold study sessions at Starbucks Tuesday nights where all of her students could come in for help...She donated her personal time to help us.”  – Janie Pemberton

Steven Wong, Los Gatos High School

Mr. Wong teaches invaluable skills, such as “don’t think, just write,” which means to write everything that comes to mind.  This way all of your thoughts will be on paper for you to review.  We would always switch which way [our] seats faced so that our perceptions would change due to the new setting.”  -- Sean Lee

“Mr. Wong helped me prepare for college writing, he taught my class to “write, don’t think,” to just get ideas on your paper, and then go back and fix it.  He cares about his students.  And he wants all of his students to be successful in college.”

– Janice Engelgau

Lillian Bogovich, Milpitas High School
“She has taught me to appreciate literature and how you need to relate to your everyday life in order to love your reading.”  – Randle Redic

“Ms. Bogovich focused on each student equally and made sure everyone understood what was happening in class.  She elaborated on every single novel we read and asked us what we thought about the stories.  When it came to writing essays, we would always have three drafts before completing the final.  She was not just a teacher, but more of a peer that helped us individually so that we would better ourselves in the writing process.  She made learning fun, but most of all, she knew how to get our brains working.  Her acting skills also made the class entertaining.”  – Rowena Acio 
Kaila Schwartz, Milpitas High School

“She helped me through my speaking skills when dealing with my public speaking.  She helped develop my voice in writing that was critical to my success in English.  Ms. Schwartz helped me through a hard time when my mother passed away due to cancer.  Her caring and compassion for other students help guide them to success.” – Kevin Bur

“Ms. Schwartz was a wonderful English and theatre teacher.  No matter what she taught, she always helped us with our English skills.”  – Victoria Chappron

Joyce Wong, Mission San Jose High School
“Mrs. Wong taught me how to read and think critically.  She also challenged me in a way that made me appreciate English more.  Mrs. Wong also helped me understand how novels apply to real life.  Mrs. Wong truly cares about her students in an educational and personal way.  I remember she always kept an empty box for students to leave notes if they were having any issues in or outside of school and wanted to talk about it.”

– De Ann Wong

“She gave good discussions on the books we read.  She provided good lecture[s], and although her class was hard, it helped me prepare for English 1A at SJSU.”

– Devdutt Srivastaua

“She helped me develop a stronger interest in reading and analyzing novels.  She was always very involved and easily relatable.  Mrs. Wong always kept the class engaged and interested in learning the material.”  – Elaine Hui

William Blair, Mountain View High School
“Mr. Blair gave us comments on how to better our writing.  He also helped us [analyze] books better.  He was very involved.  He was always there to assist you if you wanted [it].  He made the class feel like a safe place, where you can ask for help.”

– Anonymous

“Mr. Blair made students want to learn how to write professionally.” – Eric Farrales

Debra Robinson, Mount Pleasant High School
“Mrs. Robinson made me work more than any other English teacher I have ever had. She was extremely caring and nice.  Her class was more demanding than our AP English class…she got my writing level to an acceptable level where I could get into English 1A at SJSU.  I wish this [response could be] an essay instead, that way I could tell your more in detail.” – Baltazar Lopez

“Mrs. Robinson taught at a higher learning level than other teachers.  She’s everybody’s favorite teacher at Mount Pleasant.  Mrs. Robinson always found ways to pull together money so we could have field trips even when our school wouldn’t pay for them.  Once she found a way for the class to see President Clinton speak.”  – Adrienne Zane

“We had this big project at the end of the year, and I felt that it really prepared me for college.  She expected her students to be timely and hard working.”  – Patricia Rodriguez

“Mrs. Robinson assisted [her students] in filling out college applications and writing personal statements.  She taught multiple ways for writing college level papers. She broke down research papers and guided [us] through a step-by-step process.  She made important lessons interesting and engaging and continuously made sure that everybody [understood the material.]”  – Katie Ramirez

Clare Wadbrook, Notre Dame High School

“Ms. Wadbrook prepared me for my English class by teaching me how to write critically, [improving] my reading comprehension, and gave me very detailed tips and insight[s] for my writing skills.  Ms. Wadbrook would not only take time during class to help us with our writing skills, but [devoted] every minute of her time outside of her classes…to help her students.  She truly loved each one of her students and completely invested her time in improving her student’s English skills.”  – Gurpuran Singh

“Ms. Wadbrook had a wonderful sense of humor and would always make us laugh.  During essay writing time, she would always provide outside help.  I would always look forward to her class… [it] felt good to know that my teacher wanted to be there and had a passion for teaching.”  – Lauren McCunly

Clarissa Alcott, Newark Memorial High School

“She gave useful tips on how to write a paper, and was willing to help anyone that needed it.  Ms. Alcott believed in all [her] students.” – Jason Rau

“She was a great English teacher.  [She was] organized and [used] extra text and work that is not required by the school.” – Sonny Nguyen

Paul Kick, Oak Grove High School
“Mr. Kick inspired me to work hard and taught me the fundamentals of English.  Not only did he prepare me for English, he also prepared me for college and beyond.  He makes you want to learn and push yourself.  My favorite recollection about Mr. Kick is when he told us why we had to push ourselves, why we had to work hard, [and] why he wants us to succeed.  He is one of the best teachers hands down.” – Vinhly Truong 

“Mr. Kick encouraged us to do better.” – Cristal Pliego

“Mr. Kick taught us not to be afraid to write.  Due to his strict teaching methods, he made us strive for the better.  He taught us more than other English teachers, and actually prepared us for the following years in English [classes.]  He didn’t bribe us or anything; he gave us the hard facts, making us actually work for our grades.” – Martin Nguyen

“80% of his freshmen students continued to English 2A.  He has a passion for teaching his fellow students because he was once a swim coach.  Mr. Kick created a bond with his students that made them feel comfortable in class.  His grading was rough, which made us work harder.”  – Allison Inocencio

Laurie Pizzuti, Oak Grove High School

“Ms. Pizzuti challenged us, made us write about things that mattered, [and] got us to go and talk in front of the class often to share our creative writing.  She had a challenging course.  I just remember she was personable and encouraging.  I remember doing a “teach a poem” project, and she helped us learn new things from each other.  She helped me tremendously when I would come in at lunch—she trusted me with materials to take with me, and always reassured me.”  – Tuyen Nguyen

“Ms. Pizzuti was strict in grading, which pushed me to the limit [and made me] go above what’s expected of me.  Her vocabulary words helped us know a variety of words and [their] meaning.  Even though I started with remedial English in college, her class helped me with getting through all the challenges I faced in college.  I look back and think about that.  Even though her class was hard it made me the person I am today.”

– Jose Martinez

“The specific ways in which my high school English teacher [Ms. Pizzuti] prepared me for my current English class include things like giving out detailed class lectures, quizzes, and tests, which encouraged other students to be able to create organized, informative notes.  She also offered her own time to help me write essays, [gave] feedback, and [suggested] ideas.  She helped me prepare for college applications and essays.”

– Katrina Semene

“Ms. Pizzuti said these words [to me]: ‘You are a natural writer.’  During our poetry unit, [she made everything make] sense—the sonnet, the ballad, war poetry—each genre.  These works required our most diligent attention, and Pizzuti challenged us enough to get through it.” – William Ferguson  
William Brown, Piedmont Hills High School
“He was a very challenging teacher, but he was always trying to get all his students to succeed.  His teaching was almost the exact same as my college professor now.  Therefore, I was well prepared.” – Mariah Gonzales

“Mr. Brown prepared the class through assigning a variety of essays that the class needed to improve on as well as preparing those who needed to take the English Placement Test.  He also had the class work on grammar exercises every day, and [suggested/guided] the class on how to write better professionally.  Mr. Brown would always go out of his reach when it comes to helping his students, from staying in his classroom during break and lunch, to staying after when school was finished for the day.  He also made sure that all my classmates [passed] his class with the minimum grade of a “C” in order to see all of us walk [across the graduation] stage.” – Ngan Lam

“He had discussions in class, talked about pre-writing, helped us write better essays, [and] had warm ups about grammar.  [I] passed English tests with a B and [earned] B’s [on my] essays.” – Julie Anne Peralta

“I enjoyed his daily grammar lesson which effectively taught me the essentials of English that I [had] not mastered in my previous years.  He is honest and he put effort into teaching.”  – Jason Tran

Andrea Ocamb-Winters, Piedmont High School

“Mrs. Ocamb-Winters was extremely knowledgeable and insightful.  [She was] dedicated, focused, well-rounded and effective at teaching literature, creating meaningful learning [experiences,] and [teaching us] conventions/grammar.  Mrs. Ocamb-Winters had a passion for Dante’s Inferno [because of its] language and symbolism.  She trusted us to learn complex material and made it accessible.” – Ashley Brackmann
“Mrs. Ocamb-Winters taught us how to write college-level expository essays.  She was always willing to work with us on our essays.”  – John Schnittger

“Mrs. Ocamb-Winters [was] fun [and related] things to the teaching material.”  
– Clarence Chiong

Lyndsey McKenzie, Pioneer High School

“Ms. McKenzie connected with us in a personal way that helped me better understand how to improve my writing.  She made us feel comfortable with writing.  She made me want to improve and be a good writer by acknowledging my strengths more than my weaknesses.” – Alicia Edwards

“Ms. McKenzie taught English in a very enjoyable way.  Her love for books rubbed off [onto the] class.”  – Adil Charki

“Ms. McKenzie helped me by showing me how to set up an essay that required evidence from a text.  Everyone in class was friendly to each other because Ms. McKenzie herself was friendly and always had positive energy.”  – Mayra Munoz

“She helped us with English class by playing games with whiteboards to teach us new vocabulary, and when we did essays she would help us revise them by breaking down the paragraphs and the concrete details.  Ms. McKenzie was friendly, she made our class feel like a family, and [no one] was left out.”  – Tracy Nguyen

Frank Medina, Prospect High School
“Mr. Medina [allowed] his students to explore ideas and texts with an open mind, and [showed us how to] use those thoughts to help form strong essays.  He was enthusiastic about teaching his subject, and would tackle any questions or difficulties with a smile and an open mind.”  – Joshua Lin

 “Mr. Medina pushed my writing abilities.  He was always involved in what we were doing in and out of school.  He actually cared about us, and he wanted to see us succeed.” 

– Heather Elliot
“He improved my writing skills.  He went in depth with books that we read, looking into themes, and what the authors [are] trying to tell readers.  Mr. Medina was really insightful about every book we read.  He was a hard essay grader, but it helped improve my writing.”  – Marjana Losic

Don Carroll, St. Francis High School
“Mr. Carroll taught me how to structure my essays.  He taught me different styles of essay writing.  He taught the class about life through literature… and to find hidden meaning [in] metaphors.” – Anonymous

Jason Ingebrigtsen, Saint Lawrence Academy
“Mr. Ingebrigtsen made me see that I had the chance at being a good writer.  He also gave me the motivation to do well and work hard.  Every essay [that] I needed help on, he was there to give me editing…and give me writing advice.”  – Kelly Gampaoli

“Mr. Ingebrigtsen helped [me to] improve my analyzing skills in essays.  He also taught me, (and my class,) rhetorical devices, and how to identify them in speeches and [in] writing.  I remember on the first day of class he said not to be upset if we ever don’t pass an essay in class, [he said] it will happen at least once.  And when previous students would come back and visit, they would say that he is the only teacher who actually prepares students for college, and that is completely true.” – Melanie Thompson 
Robert Ansaldo, Santa Clara High School

“[Mr. Ansaldo had us] examine many texts critical to scoring well on the AP exam.  He emphasized the importance of effective writing.  We often had timed essays during class, and we were expected to have a complete understanding of the materials presented.” 

– Kenneth Oshiro

“He broke the class away from five paragraph papers (which I am not sure why we learn that in the first place.)  Also, he broke down books to help us understand deeper meanings of stories, and really made connotation and denotation clear, which has become a huge part of depicting [a text’s] messages.  Mr. Ansaldo always took the time to stay after school or after class to help me understand One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.  That book did a great job of confusing me, [making] me frustrated.  Mr. Ansaldo connected with me and put the context [of this book] in terms that made the story clear and fun to read.” – Anonymous
“[Mr. Ansaldo prepared me for my English class by] critical analysis of novels, poems, and essays; [and] helped me pick out what was good to include in my own writing.  Even though the class wasn’t a weighted [honors] or AP English class, he did not tone down the quality of material learned or expectations.  He took his job seriously and saw a future in each and every one of his students.”  – Wesley Hahn

“He was a strict grader who pushed me to do well and I was the most motivated in that class to get an A.  He had a good sense of humor, and knew how to teach very well.  Although I struggled in English, he made me overcome my challenges.” – Nicole Jackson

“He really challenged us to become more proficient in our writing and we got very in depth with the books we read in his class.” – Abby Howard

Christy Gutierrez, Santa Clara High School

“She helped me to become a better writer.  She also designed her assignments to prepare her students for college writing.  Mrs. Gutierrez [helped our class] understand what we were reading; we always had fun projects that had to do with the topic.  My favorite was the Edgar Allan Poe Project where we had to incorporate the word “Poe” into themes such as “My little [Poe]ny.” – Evan Santos

“Mrs. Gutierrez helped teach her students to become better writers.  Also, she helped me enjoy reading because she picked good novels.  Everything that was done in class or [for] homework was designed to help the student, and she was always available if students needed any help.  Most of all, she always tried making class fun.” – Amira Sabetic

Rick Dirck, Silver Creek High School
“Mr. Dirck was always encouraging.  At the beginning of the year, I hated tragic literature.  It was his passionate [lectures] that convinced me to see the beauty in All my Sons, Hamlet, Oedipus, and Othello.”  – Jessie Samson

“Mr. Dirck had us write more than anything else, and he always made us discuss topics that were interesting to our age.” – Bernadette Fahmy

“Mr. Dirck taught us how to think in depth and analyze…We also wrote numerous essays in his class, and discussed them after in detail.  It gave me an idea of how college works.”
– Kuiatoraj Kaur Grewal

Jane Voss, Silver Creek High School
“Ms. Voss [helped prepare me for my English classes in college by] assigning essays that were of college level.” – Tran Luu
“Ms. Voss was straightforward in her teaching.  She made us read and study in order to understand the lesson.  Ms. Voss was a wonderful teacher.” – Maria Dao (Mary)
“Ms. Voss taught us various writing strategies, [such as] what syntax, action, [and] tone are.  She was very intelligent and philosophical.  She taught us what we needed to know.”

– Veronica Gasna

“Ms. Voss had us do half a page of quick [writing] daily.  She required us to do a research paper… [and] we did many essays using the MLA format.  She is strict, but she also gives strong and important feedback.”  – Ryan Ng

“Ms. Voss taught very well…and made students think on a deeper level.  She was intelligent, helpful, [and] a tough grader.  It took a lot to get a good grade, yet most people did because of her instruction.” – Sam Phan

Ashley Earp, Valley Christian High School

“Ms. Earp helped me with my writing skills and helped me expand my vocabulary.  Everyone [at the] high school loved Ms. Earp.” – Brandon Shin
“Ms. Earp’s class was run almost exactly [as] how my college class is run.  We would read 30-50 pages a night and then have a discussion in class.  The discussions helped make us come up with the answers ourselves.” – Connor Stilwell

“Ms. Earp was always there to help.  This class [prepared me for my college English classes] with the essays we wrote and other activities in the class.  She made English fun and was able to relate to us.” 

– Taylor Rush

“We wrote an in-class essay everyday.  Ms. Earp was very strict in grading and demanded that our papers be almost perfect.  She taught like a college professor and graded like one.  I went to a college-prep high school, so all of my teachers were like this, but Ms. Earp did an above average job in preparing me for college English.” 

– Jason McCracken

“Ms. Earp helped me work on writing and helped me to not procrastinate.  [She has] a caring and loving attitude for everyone she meets.” – Jacklyn Fiscalini

“Ms. Earp taught me how to write a complete essay and how to write a good thesis.  Ms. Earp was easy going, but she still taught the class effectively.” – Joseph Woody

Deborah Newlen, Waldorf School of the Peninsula High School

Ms. Newlen helped me gain confidence to write what I think.  She taught me that there is no shame in speaking or writing your mind.  She is always excited and helps each student strive to their highest potential.  She works with you until you get it right, with patience and love.” – Phoenix Bick-Maunschat

“Ms. Newlen gave us hands on projects and interesting subjects to write about.  This made our writing development a smooth learning experience.  Ms. Newlen cared about our understanding and success.” – Melisa Nolan

Chris Haskett, Westmont High School

Mr. Haskett [had us] focus on sentence types and [we] were required…to use many different sentence types in our essays.  Mr. Haskett was friendly and involved in his students’ education.  I credit Mr. Haskett for truly teaching me how to write.”

– Sharon Ungerfeld

“Over the year, my essays got gradually better, and he gave me consultations on how to express myself.  I was truly challenged, but he guided me through my frustration and helped me to be a better writer.  Mr. Haskett made the text[s] come alive.  On the last day [of class,] he said that he wanted us to remember that we were cared about, and to know that for years to come.” – Allison Abrams
Andy Evans, Westmont High School
“Mr. Evans went out of his way to teach every single one of his students in a personalized manner.  He is very caring about every single student.  No one student could ever complain about Mr. Evans.” – Ghazaleh Fakhrabad
“With his patience, Mr. Evans showed me how to write, not just complete a task by answering a question.  He taught me to invest my emotions in my writing, [and] to explore.  He never got angry or impatient, he only urged me to do my best.” 

– Arton Falahati

“Mr. Evans taught his students many different techniques and tools that we could use in our writing.  He challenged us to better ourselves, and we became better through his teaching.  Mr. Evans knew how to inspire students, an art that can sometimes feel lost in most high school courses.  He made each and every student feel valuable, and it is incredible how passionate he was for his students.”  – Jake Karnes
“…Mr. Evans planted a desire in me to become a better writer.” – Setareh (Venus) Kalami

“Mr. Evans always came in with a smile on his face, excited for the day of classes.  He never had anything bad to say about any of his students and was able to detect [everyone’s] strengths and weaknesses. [He] made sure to help you become better at your weakness.  We read more books that any other English class, but each one was exciting…He made his students excited to come to class.” – Brandon Scheff

“Mr. Evans made learning exciting.  He motivated his students through different and interesting teaching methods.  He was always very enthusiastic about what he was teaching.  He continually helped me with essays and presentations.  He always encouraged us to think about our reading and never dismissed what someone had to say, or any answers people gave.”  – Anna Billings

“[In Mr. Evan’s class] we wrote many essays, specifically in-class essays, and [analyzed] literature.  We learned an immense amount of literary terms.  Mr. Evans was enthusiastic and always motivated students.  He treated everyone as a son or daughter and prepared us for long-term success.” – Sharon Vngerfeld

“Mr. Evans made complicated concepts come easily to all of his students.  He helped us have fun creating sentences in various tenses and new patterns.  He made each student reach their potential.” – Allison Abrams

Michael Andres, Willow Glen High School
“Mr. Andres taught us different ways to approach a writing assignment.  We also had engaging discussions.  He was open minded and taught both sides of the argument.  Mr. Andres believed subjects taught in school should be tied together because they all can relate in one way or another.” – Krystal Sanchez

“Mr. Andres never let us fall behind.” – Alec Carolan
Leslie Conrotto, Yerba Buena High School
“We read great novels and we were taught how to analyze the novels for an essay.  Ms. Conrotto helped us not only in English, but in the entire college application process.  She supported and helped everyone in the class.” – Rita Tes

“Ms. Conrotto made English interesting in many ways.  She showed us different ways of thinking [when reading] something.  Also, she encouraged us to really dig deep within ourselves to really put effort and be thoughtful with our work.  Throughout the year she covered a lot [of topics] like reading, composition, vocabulary, [and] SAT refreshers.  She had a unique teaching method which kept us interested and always willing to learn.  She increased my interest in reading and taught me how to understand it more.  She chose certain novels to be read that would interest us students and somewhat relate to it.  She’s just a wonderful teacher and deserves the award.”  – Daniel Rivera

“Ms. Conrotto helped me become a better writer.  She was humorous and interactive with every student.  She would listen to our personal problems and she was really helpful overall.” – Anonymous
“Ms. Conrotto taught me how to write essays with exceptional grammar… [she also] taught me how to thoroughly examine text in literature.  Ms. Conrotto made sure we were getting the education we needed for college.” – Victor Ma

