ENGL 100W Poetry Explication
The term “explication” comes from the Latin word explicare, which means “to unfold, to fold out, to make plain the meaning of.”  A textual explication “unfolds” the text in order to find its meaning.  For this essay,  please explicate one of the following poems (all located in the Broadview Anthology):
John Donne’s Holy Sonnet 14
John Milton, “Methought I Saw My Late Espoused Saint”
Seamus Heaney, “The Railway Children”
Wilfred Owen, “Anthem for Doomed Youth”
For the poem you choose, I will expect you to discuss the relationship between the form (rhyme scheme and meter) and the content.  Do not “translate” the poem; in other words, don’t go line by line and explain what is happening.  Instead, discuss the way the poet uses language to construct meaning.
Once you have identified the theme or main point of the poem and carefully identified the various poetic components, you will need to decide how to bring all of the information together in a well-ordered essay.   The best arguments about poetry do more than merely interpret the text.  A or B papers will illuminate something about the poem that is not obvious.  Try and point out a subtext or a veiled meaning.  Use only evidence that is present in the poem (i.e., in the language or the structure of the piece) to make your case. 
Your essays should be typed, double spaced, and at least 1, 250 words (around 5 pages).  Use MLA formatting. 
Tips:
See Barnet and Cain, pages 238-242 for an example of an explication and some important definitions.  Also please note literary terminology (terms for poetic devices) described throughout Chapter 12 for reference. 
Use the Oxford English Dictionary instead of your collegiate dictionaries (available online through SJSU library) to explore the historical meaning of particular words. 
Consult the glossary in the back of your anthologies if you are unclear about poetic terminology. 

