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English 007: Critical Thinking
     SJSU

Dr. Allison Heisch





Fall 2007

Class: MW 7:30-8:45 SH 312 



Office:  FO 107 

Telephone: 924-4434


                                    Preferred E-mail: heisch@gmail.com
Office Hours:  Mon & Wed 9-10 ( & other times by appt.)

Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 1A 

English 007 satisfies requirement A3 of Core GE

Course content and scope: students will analyze, evaluate, and construct their own arguments about a variety of issues, both practical and ethical. These will typically include questions about such matters as class, ethnicity, race, gender, age and sexual orientation as well as religion, politics, and –in general—most of the things polite people are usually advised to avoid discussing in public.  The course will teach formal and informal methods for determining the validity of deductive reasoning and the strength of inductive reasoning, including a consideration of common fallacies in inductive and deductive reasoning. We will consider value conflicts and the ways our personal views affect judgment. We will pay special attention to semantics-- the use of language-- and we will (briefly) study the use and methodologies of statistical evidence.

Required texts: Sherry Diestler, Becoming a Critical Thinker .4th ed. Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson Prentice Hall. 2004

A recent handbook of English grammar and style 

Online, up-to-date course information: This section of English 007 is registered at www.turnitin.com. Register by going to the site and entering the class code (1951607) and password: fallthinking. That registration should be accomplished promptly. You will be able to download and submit assignments and class exercises, you will be notified about any changes in our daily schedule, and you will be able to keep track of your performance in the course Students will be submitting  all their graded work for the course to that site. However, written work for the course (such as essays) must also be submitted in hard copy in class. The professor will often assign readings from sources available online. Such assignments may be made in class, but graded assignments will always be posted. Students should check their email for notices regarding the class daily. Students are entitled to an SJSU email account and laptop computers are available in the library. 

Course Objectives

Taking this course should enable you

·  To be able reliably to distinguish between reasoning (e.g., explanation, argument) and other types of discourse (e.g., description, assertion) through assigned exercises and analysis of  written opinions, including those you may personally hold.

·  To learn how to reason effectively, orally and in writing, by studying different types of reasoning (essays, current newspaper and internet articles) and by constructing your own arguments.

·  To understand how arguments are structured by studying  their constituent parts, by grasping the concepts of validity and soundness in argument ( and how we test for them), by learning to use and construct Venn’s diagrams and by practicing Toulmin’s method for understanding deduction. Additionally, you will learn to be able reliably to find and state crucial unstated assumptions in reasoning  by identifying, orally and in writing, enthymemes in deductive arguments.
· To understand the methods of scientific inquiry by studying the different kinds of inductive reasoning and through practical exercises applying and studying the appropriate uses of statistics in arguments on different topics.

·  To be able reliably to evaluate factual claims or statements used in reasoning and the sources of evidence for such claims; to effectively and critically incorporate new knowledge into your own way of thinking by means of practice in solving personal and practical problems 

· To demonstrate an understanding of what constitutes plagiarism by successfully completing the library tutorial on plagiarism as well as through presentation of your own appropriately documented research and writing.

· To develop the habit of intellectual autonomy by researching and defending (orally and in writing) unorthodox or unpopular positions on issues of contemporary interest. To develop or improve your appreciation of different world views by examining and arguing positions with which you may personally disagree. Additionally, you will cultivate courage and perseverance in inquiry and commitment to employ analytical reasoning by undertaking research in areas about which you have little or no prior knowledge as well as on issues  about which you may already have strong opinions.  
· .To be able to locate, retrieve, organize, analyze, synthesize, and communicate information of relevance to the subject matter of the course  through mastery of online library tutorials, library and internet research. 
· To develop strategies for innovation, to learn from failure as well as success
It should also enable you

·  To be able to apply principles of critical thinking to your daily life 

·  To become a better reader and writer and to develop the vocabulary of an educated person

·  To become a better thinker and a happier, more interesting person

Grading and Evaluation

Weekly assignments/homework 20%

Participation in class and group exercises  (including oral presentations)30%

Papers 30%  

Final Essay Exam 20%

Point system for determining letter grades

Course grades are calculated by means of  a point system. You accumulate points through: 1) your presence and serious participation 2) oral and written assignments 3) discussion board and group activities. PLEASE NOTE: Because the quizzes you are given as homework assignments will be used as a means of reinforcing what you have read and because the test items will not have themselves been properly “tested” (a subject we will be discussing when we reach chapters 4 and 5 of Diestler’s text), they will be graded holistically on a scale of 1-10. Work you do to prepare for a class exercise—including all written  work—will be evaluated for its intrinsic quality, for its correctness,  and also for its presentation: looks do count! The final  examination for this class will be assigned points equal to 20% of your grade. It will consist of an analytical essay on a topic of current interest and course-specific questions that require a review of significant elements of the text.

The total number of accumulated points will determine your grade in the course. That number will be translated into a percentage and then to a letter grade (which may be accompanied by a plus or minus): 90-100% = A; 80-89% =B;70-79% = C; 60-69% =D; Below 59% =failing.  

   This is an English Department Course and as such will require and expect considerable and correct writing. The minimum writing requirement for a critical thinking course is 3,000 words about 12 double-spaced typewritten pages—but you should expect to write more . All writing for the course will be evaluated for correctness and concision as well as content.  There will be five or six graded papers in the class, ranging in length from two to five pages. The general topics will be discussed in advance, but you will be responsible for the exact subject you choose and you will probably be asked to argue a position you do not necessarily agree with.

 If you are in doubt about your ability to arrive in the classroom on time each class period, you should probably not enroll in this course

Discussion Board: 

Past experience suggests that there is never quite enough time in class to hear everybody’s views. So, we will use the discussion board feature of Turnitin throughout the semester as a means of developing and extending our classroom discussions. Your participation in online discussions will factor into your overall “participation” grade. 

Library Tutorials:

During the first two weeks of the semester, students must complete two on-line library tutorials (Info Power and Plagiarism). Students may take tutorials on-line by going to the SJSU library website and forwarding your results to my gmail address. The tutorials will be counted as individual home work assignments. 

Being Prepared for Class

Students will be responsible for down-loading and printing their own copies of articles assigned for class discussion or, in some cases, locating articles on subjects we plan to discuss. Although we stay in touch via Turnitin, the class discussion or an interesting current event that occurs may cause me to make an assignment spontaneously. One of the first assignments the class will complete as a group is devising a “buddy” strategy to  alert absent members to changes or new assignments. Adjusting to the unexpected is part of this particular course.

First Essay: After you register for the class at Turnitin, you will find an editorial and a set of instructions. Your assignment is to download a copy (which you will bring to class), read the essay, and write a two to three page essay (one-inch margins, double-spaced, perfectly proofread). 

Extra Things to do for your head:
Through www.dictionary.com  you should subscribe to “Doctor Dictionary: Word of the Day.”  This subscription will deliver a new word to you each day. You should also pay a visit to www.politicalcompass.org and take a test that will tell you interesting things about yourself. We will eventually have an exercise that arises from your responses to this “test.” Another extremely interesting site for telling you about yourself can be found by logging on to a University of Pennsylvania site,www.authentichappiness.org. there you will find questionnaires and surveys that may help you understand the psycho-social you.  We will have an exercise and essay that uses your results from one of those tests. Additionally,  I suggest that you bookmark The San Jose Mercury News and some national papers that offer free access (e.g.  the New York Times, the Washington Post , Los Angeles Times) . In class, we will discuss visiting and using various and different (credible and not) sources  of online news and “news like” information and how to assess them.
Judging your progress in the course:

You should be able to calculate your status in the course by keeping track of the things I use to assign your grade: 1) presence and participation 2) points you accumulate for exercises and points and comments on papers. You will be able to compare your totals against the “points possible to date”  record for the class by logging on to Turnitin. The exact number of points possible for the course  will vary on account of the spontaneity of assignments and unexpected, interesting events. However, you will always be able to tell where you stand.

General Advice: 

If you are having difficulty with any aspect of this course or if you have a personal emergency, you should contact me. I will be helpful to you in any reasonable way, but it is your responsibility to alert me to the problem.  Students who attend faithfully, participate meaningfully and write coherently typically succeed in this class. If you have difficulty with writing,, I will refer you to the Writing Center. Missing class more than occasionally, showing up late or unprepared will create  a negative impression. 

Classroom Etiquette and Other Important Rules

Cell Phones and computers must be turned off.  Name cards will be used until all students have learned each other’s names.

· All papers and homework are to be submitted in class with your name, my name, the course name, the name or number of the assignment and the date of submission at the top right of the first page. Assignments should also be submitted to Turnitin so that we have a complete record of your work for the course.

· If your work is late, you must write me a proper letter explaining the circumstances and suggesting to me reasons why I should consider accepting it. 

Caveats: Keep a copy of any out of class written work you submit and retain all graded work until the end of the semester. Plagiarism, the submission of another’s work as one’s own (in any sense), cheating of any kind, or the submission of work done for another class, will be dealt with according to university policy.  

Special Accommodation: Please see me if you have ADA issues of any kind.  I will gladly arrange satisfactory accommodation for you.



Tentative Schedule Fall Semester  2007  (this is subject to change)

The textbook (D) will be supplemented and illustrated by readings drawn from the news and from assorted sources online and in the library. Following is the general framework for the semester. Specific assignments, including papers and presentations will be made as we go along. All graded assignments will be posted (with their due date and point value) on Turnitin..

Week 1:  Aug 27-29: 
Introduction to the course



Homework: Library Tutorials (Info Power & Plagiarism)




Reading: Diestler, Chap. 1 (hereafter D= Diestler, 1 = Chap. 1)

Week 2:  9/5    
Thinking, thinking you think,  and really thinking



 Group exercise: Making a decision



Personal exercise: Making a serious decision



Exercises: Analysis of editorials and articles, impromptu opinion statements. first essay due
Week 3: 9/10-12
Ethics and Values


Reading D2



Discussion:
Values and value assumptions, ethical standards in argumentation  Discovering the sources of your beliefs. Discovering your values.



Exercises:
Value conflicts, Real and Ideal; short paper due.

Week 4 :9/17-19
Assumptions



Reading D3



Discussion:
Reality assumptions and deductive reasoning.




Exercises:
Opinions on controversial issues, critical inference test: assumptions

Week 5: 9/24-26
Statistics


Reading D4



Discussion:
The use and compilation of statistical evidence; reporting   of statistical research. Group project and oral reports 

Week 6 10 /1-3
Evidence and Expertise



Reading D5



Discussion
Controlled research studies, expert testimony, bias.

Week 7  10/8-10
Informal Fallacies



Reading D6



Discussion:
Logical fallacies.

Week 8 10/15-17
Arguing about social issues 



Paper Due

Week 9 10/22-24
. 

Week 10 /29-31 7     Language and Semantics

Reading D7 Discussion: Denotation and connotation, vagueness and ambiguity, doublespeak, and weasel words
Week 11 11/5-
Continue Semantics. The language of bigotry (and its effects)

Week 12  11/14
Continue Semantics
 




Paper due

Week 13  11/19-21 
Making and Breaking Arguments



Reading D9 




Discussion:
Defense mechanisms, points of logical vulnerability, semantic devices, and active listening.

Week 14 11/26-28
Continue Argumentation

Week 15  12/3 5
Persuasion



Reading: D 10



Discussion:
Persuasive speaking, organizing and presenting ideas, overcoming  fear of public speaking.

Week 16  12/10       LAST DAY 

Final Examination Thursday, December 13




The Department of English and Comparative Literature reaffirms its commitment to the differential grading scale as defined in the official SJSU Catalog (“The Grading System”). Grades issued must represent a full range of student performance: A=excellent; B=Above Average; C=Average; D=Below Average; F=failure.
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