San José State University
Department of English and Comparative Literature
English 1A, Composition 1 (GE A2), Section X, Spring 2011

	Instructor:
	Jason Badgley

	Office Location:
	Faculty Office Bldg. 226

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-1382

	Email:
	jason_badgleyjob@yahoo.com

	Office Hours:
	TTh 1:30-3:00

	Class Days/Time:
	TTh 12-1:15

	Classroom:
	Hugh Gillis Hall 120

	Prerequisites:
	See below

	GE Category:
	Written Communication A2


Course Description 

English 1A is the first course in SJSU’s two-semester lower-division composition sequence; it provides an introduction to baccalaureate-level composition, with attention to the “personal voice” and personal experience, on the one hand, and the more formal attitudes and demands of writing at the university (expository and argumentative essays), on the other. Students will develop college-level reading abilities, rhetorical sophistication, and writing styles that give form and coherence to complex ideas and feelings.
Prerequisites: Placement by the English Proficiency Test (EPT), or passage of an approved substitute course for the EPT.
Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

Students shall achieve the ability to write complete essays that demonstrate college-level proficiency in all of the following:

· Clear and effective communication of meaning.

· An identifiable focus, tailored to a particular audience and purpose (argumentative essays will state their thesis clearly and show an awareness, implied or stated, of some opposing point of view).

· The ability to perform effectively the essential steps of the writing process (prewriting, organizing, composing, revising, and editing).

· The ability to explain, analyze, develop, and criticize ideas effectively.

· Effective use within their own essays of supporting material drawn from reading or other sources.

· Effective organization within the paragraph and the essay.

· Accuracy, variety, and clarity of sentences.

· Appropriate diction.

· Control of conventional mechanics (e.g., punctuation, spelling, reference, agreement). 
Student Learning Objectives:

SLO 1: Students shall write complete essays that demonstrate the ability to perform effectively the essential steps in the writing process (prewriting, organizing, composing, revising, and editing).

SLO 2: Students shall write complete essays that demonstrate the ability to express (explain, analyze, develop, and criticize) ideas effectively.

SLO 3: Students shall write complete essays that demonstrate the ability to use correct grammar (syntax, mechanics, and citation of sources) at a college level of sophistication.

SLO 4: Students shall write complete essays that demonstrate the ability to write for different audiences.

Information available online

You are responsible for reading the following information online at
http://www.sjsu.edu/english/comp/policyforsyllabi.html
· Course guidelines
· Academic policies (academic integrity, plagiarism, ADA and DRC policies)

· Adding and dropping classes

Required Texts/Readings 

Textbook

The Curious Writer, Third Edition Bruce Ballenger ISBN-13: 978-0-205-78019-8

The Best American Essays, 6th College Ed. Robert Antwan ISBN-13:978-1-4390-8387-1

Other Readings

The Everyday Writer, Fourth Edition– Andrea A. Lunsford ISBN-13: 978-0-312-59457-2

Online and scanned documents 
Assignments and Grading Policy

Grading: A-F. This class must be passed with a C or better to move on to CORE GE Area C3 and to satisfy the prerequisite for English 1B. A passing grade in the course signifies that the student is a capable college-level writer and reader of English.

20%: Reading Responses– A reading response paper (about 250 words) is due for each essay read from The Best American Essays.  Responses will be graded on a “check”, “check plus” or “check minus” basis.  Reading responses accompany readings from The Best American Essays, and are always due at the beginning of the class session following the assigned reading (Tuesdays.)  

30%: Three (3) essays (3-5 pages each)– based on reading from The Curious Writer and The Best American Essays.  The due dates are listed below.

20%: Three (3) in-class essays.

20%: Final Exam (Dec. 3, 2011)

10%: Discussion

A: 90-100%

B: 80-89%

C: 70-79%

D: 60-69%

Late work will be accepted one (1) week after its due date.  Late work will be penalized one letter grade.  There will be an opportunity to re-write one (1) essay for full credit.  The final must be taken in order to pass the class, however, you may fail the final and still pass the class.  

English 1A, Fall 2011, Course Schedule. 

This syllabus is subject to change.  You will be informed at least one class in advance if any changes are made.  Related student learning objectives are listed after each assignment.

Table 1 Course Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1


	August 25
	Introductions

	2


	Aug. 30 

Sept. 1
	8/30: In-class writing diagnostic 

HMWRK: Read Chapter 1 TCW pg. 3-15

9/1: Assigned BAE Reading #1: Anwar Accawi, The Telephone 

	3


	Sept. 6

Sept. 8
	9/6: Accawi response due (250+ words) SLO 2, 3  

HMWRK: Read Chpt 1 pg. TCW 16-37
9/8: Assigned BAE Reading #2: Edwidge Danticant, Westbury Court

	4


	Sept. 13

Sept. 15
	9/13:Danticant response Due (250+ words) SLO 2, 3

HMWRK: TCW Chpt 2, 39-62

9/15: Assigned BAE Reading #3: Yusef Komunyakaa, The Blue Machinery of Summer

	5


	Sept. 20

Sept. 22
	9/20: Komunyakaa response due (250+ words) SLO 2, 3
HMWRK: Chpt 3 TCW pgs 75-81, 85-105.

9/22: Hard Copy (take home) Essay #1 three to five pages. Write an essay that explores some aspect of your personal experience. SLO 1,2,3,4 (due: Sept 29 in-class)

	6


	Sept. 27

Sept. 29
	9/27: HMWRK: Chpt 6 TCW pgs. 173-188 Writing workshop.
9/29: Hard Copy Essay #1 Due

Assigned BAE Reading #4: Barry Lopez, The Stone Horse

	7


	Oct. 4

Oct. 6
	10/4:Lopez Short response due (250+ words) SLO 2, 3

HMWRK: TCW Chpt 6: pgs. 189- 197

10/6: Assigned BAE Reading #5: Verlyn Klinkenborg, Our Vanishing Night

	8


	Oct. 11

Oct. 13
	10/11: Klinkenborg Short response due (250+ words) SLO 2, 3 HMWRK: Chpt 6 TCW pgs 197-205
10/13: Assigned BAE Reading #6: Edward Wilson, Apocalypse Now

	9


	Oct. 18

Oct. 20
	10/18: Wilson Short response due (250+ words) SLO 2, 3

HMWRK: Chpt 6 TCW pgs. 205-212

10/20: Hard Copy (take home) Essay #2 Three to five pages. (Environmental) argument essay. (3-5 pages) SLO 1,2,3,4 (due: Oct 27 in-class)

	10


	Oct. 25

Oct. 27
	10/25: HMWRK: Chpt 6 TCW pgs. 213-219 Writing workshop.
10/27: Hard Copy Essay #2 due , 

Assigned BAE Reading #7: Danielle Ofri, Living Will, and Russ Reina, from Moments in the Death of a Flesh Mechanic, a Healer’s Rebirth, 

	11


	Nov. 1

Nov. 3
	11/1: In-class essay #1 SLO 1,2,3,4
11/3: Assigned BAE Reading #8: Garret Keizer, Loaded, Edward Abbey, The Right to Arms

	12


	Nov. 8

Nov. 10
	11/8: Keizer response due (250+ words) SLO 2, 3

11/10: Assigned BAE Reading #9: George Gessert: An Orgy of Power, Alan Dershowitz: The Case for Torture, Christopher Hitchens: Prepare for the Worst of Abu Ghraib.

	13


	Nov. 15

Nov. 17
	11/15: In-class essay #2 SLO 1,2,3,4
11/17: Hard Copy Essay #3 Critical Analysis Essay (3-5 pgs): Write an essay that engages BAE reading #8, or #9 (prompts to come.) SLO 1,2,3,4 (due: Nov 29 in-class)

	14


	Nov. 22
	11/22: Writing workshop

	15


	Nov. 29

Dec. 1
	11/29: Hard Copy Essay #3 Due SLO 1,2,3,4

12/1: In-class essay #3 Practice Final SLO 1,2,3,4 Assigned BAE reading #10: Peter Singer: The Singer Solution to World Poverty

	16


	Dec. 6

Dec. 8
	12/6: Singer Response due (250+ words) SLO 2,3
12/8: Revised Essay due (optional)

	Final Exam


	Saturday, Dec 3
	8:00am – 10:00am, location TBD_______


Important SJSU dates Fall 2011
Monday
August 22
Academic Year Begins – Fall Semester Begins 

Mon-Tues
August 22-23
Pre-Instruction Activities: Orientation, Advisement, Faculty Meetings and Conferences (P)

Wednesday
August 24
First Day of Instruction – Classes Begin 

Monday
September 5
Labor Day - Campus Closed (L)

Tuesday
September 6
Last Day to Drop Courses Without an Entry on Student’s Permanent Record (D)

Tuesday
September 13
Last Day to Add Courses & Register Late (A)

Wednesday
September 21
Enrollment Census Date (CD)

Friday
November 11
Veteran’s Day - Campus Closed (V) 

Wednesday
November 23
Classes that start at 5:00 PM or later will not meet 

Thursday
November 24
Thanksgiving Holiday - Campus Closed (T)

Friday
November 25
Rescheduled Holiday - Campus Closed (RH)

Thursday
December 8
Last Day of Instruction - Last Day of Classes 

Friday
December 9
Study/Conference Day (no classes or exams) (SC)

Mon-Fri
December 12-16
Final Examinations (exams)

Monday
December 19
Final Examinations Make-Up Day (MU)

Tuesday
December 20
Grade Evaluation Day (E)

Wednesday
December 21
Grades Due From Faculty - End of Fall Semester (G) 

Monday
December 26 
Christmas Holiday Observed - Campus Closed (CH)
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