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SJSU Technical Writing Students
Win the Dr. Kenneth M. Gordon
Memorial Scholarship

By Devina Martinez and Anthony Ngo

Literature congratulates Professional and

Technical Writing students Alexis Cutchin,
Evan Brown and Lydia Row for receiving the 2019—
2020 Dr. Kenneth M. Gordon Memorial Scholarship.
The scholarship is open to students who are currently
enrolled in a technical communication program in
Northern California. Participants must turn in an
application containing a personal statement, official
transcripts, one or more letters of recommendation,
and three samples of their technical communication
work. Scholarship winners receive awards ranging
from $500 to $1000 each; they are also eligible for a
free student membership in the Society for Technical
Communication, an organization that sets out to help
its members develop their technical communication
skills by teaching them best practices.

One of the major contributing factors for these
students winning this award was their initiative. By
utilizing the resources offered to them, all three of
these students were able to submit the best version of
their work. Associate Professor and PTW Program
Director Mark Thompson highlights one quality that
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separates these students from the other applicants:

A key component is “how much time [students] are
willing to spend on an assignment. [They] can do
something well and get a decent grade, but compared
to something that is actually great, [they’re] really
going to have to sit down and really think through it
and do multiple versions. To me, that’s what I look
for, it’s not about the first draft, it’s about the final
version and the drive to get there.” This year is the
first time that the scholarship has been offered to
SJSU students. After Professor Thompson learned
about it at a conference, he jumped on the opportuni-
ty to spread the word.

One of the main requirements of the scholarship
is to submit writing samples. Luckily, one of the pri-
mary goals of the Professional and Technical Writing
Program at SJSU is to prepare students for work
after graduation. This includes plenty of work that
can be used in portfolios. The classes that students
take in the program include Professional Technical
Writing, Editing for Writers, Introduction to Career
Writing, and Visual Rhetoric and Digital Document
Design for Writers. These classes help students build
a strong foundation in technical communication.
Assistant Professor Sara West highlights this strength
of the program. She says, “I think we have a really
special emphasis on trying to get students producing
a lot of portfolio pieces. Not just one thing at the end
of the class, but many throughout the semester.”

The program is constantly evolving to match the
demands of the field, and Professor Thompson is al-
ways keeping his ear to the ground for these changes.
He says, “I am making sure that we are constantly
monitoring what’s going on in the industry and
then updating the curriculum to keep track of that.”
With the amount of effort these instructors put into
this program, it isn’t surprising to see their students
winning. Yet, this award would never have been won
without the individual efforts from these students.

This scholarship has given the winners a lot to
consider. For Lydia, winning this scholarship has
given her a confidence boost, especially as she looks
to the future. She says, “It makes me more confident,
especially in finding work. Before this, I felt like a
beginner, but now I feel a bit more seasoned.”

For Evan, this win has helped clear some of the
doubts that he had about his work. As someone who
is very detail-oriented, he says, “I reviewed my work
over and over to make sure it was free of errors. I
wanted this to be the best representation of what I
can do, and I’m glad that they recognized my effort.”
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This scholarship is much more than just a monetary
award for these students. They have started to build
up the confidence and experience that they will defi-
nitely need for the future.

The best advice our three winners can give other
technical writing students is to ask their professors
for help. “Without them, I wouldn’t have been able
to get it,” Alexis says. “Ask your professors about
scholarships, and ask them for help. They’ll give you
all the tools you need to get the right information,
and if your work is good, you’re sure to win.” As
Professor Thompson highlighted, this was the first
year that our students were offered the scholarship,
and already, we have three award recipients. The
program will continue to enrich each student’s writ-
ing abilities, and hopefully, in the upcoming years,
more technical writing students will apply for schol-
arships such as this one.

Interested students can find more information
about the Society for Technical Communication and
Dr. Kenneth M. Gordon Memorial Scholarship at
http://www.stc.org. In addition, prospective majors
can contact the Director of Professional and Techni-
cal Writing, Dr. Mark Thompson, at
mark.thompson@sjsu.edu for more information
about the program.

Grammy Award-Winning Band,
Mumford & Sons, Wins the
Steinbeck Award

By Andrea Mitchell and Stephanie
Salgado

San José State University professor and director

of the Martha Heasley Cox Center for Steinbeck
Studies, Nick Taylor, presented British folk-rock
band Mumford & Sons with the John Steinbeck
Award on Wednesday, September 18. The proceeds
for the award ceremony went to the Steinbeck
Gentlemen of the Road Service Fellowship created
by Professor Taylor and Stanford Professor Gavin
Jones. The new Steinbeck Fellowship will allow
students from SJISU and Stanford to participate in
service projects embodying the ideals of Steinbeck.
Mumford & Sons represents Steinbeck’s ideals
through their organization, Gentlemen of the Road,
which “fights for social justice and common good
around the world.”

In the Bing Concert Hall at Stanford University,



The British band Mumford & Sons is known for
their folk-rock music and Grammy-winning album
Babel. Their lead single, “I Will Wait,” is their most
successful hit, named the 13th best song of 2012 by
Rolling Stone magazine. In 2009, Mumford & Sons
founded the Gentlemen of the Road, an organization
dedicated to supporting global and local issues while
bringing other artists with them to perform shows in
underprivileged communities where concerts might
not usually be held. In addition to the millions of
dollars in charitable donations, the band wants to
reach out in communities to bring people together.
Professor Taylor says, “People helping strangers
who just happen to be in their community—that’s
just something that [Marcus Mumford] and the band
members feel that they could credit Steinbeck for.”

Mumford & Sons receiving Steinbeck Award
Photograph by Joel Simon/Stanford University

The John Steinbeck Award ceremony began with
radio host Rita Houston interviewing Mumford &
Sons about the significance of receiving the John
Steinbeck Award. Marcus Mumford, the lead singer,
gave a heartfelt speech about how John Steinbeck’s
stories helped influence him and his career. Credit-
ing the famous author for inspiring songs like “Dust
Bowl Dance” and “Rose of Sharon,” the band played
those and other songs during the ceremony. Professor
Taylor says, “Community was something really im-
portant to Steinbeck. [He] presented a lot of models
for his reader of ways humans need each other. We
do best when everyone in our community does best

—this is something Mumford & Sons has internal-
ized.” Mumford & Sons is dedicated to humanitarian
services throughout their tours, helping raise money
for local charities and projects.

The band was nominated when one of the Stein-
beck board members received a letter from a previ-
ous pupil saying how she was working on tour with
Mumford & Sons. She felt that they would be a great
candidate for the Steinbeck Award. The board mem-
bers agreed. This made the members of Mumford
& Sons the youngest recipients and the first British
recipients of the Steinbeck Award, but that didn’t
matter to the board. “The award is about American-
ness being a state of mind,” says Professor Taylor.

The Steinbeck Gentlemen of the Road Service
Fellowship is about the mindset of Americanness
by helping strangers in our communities. The new
program’s pilot group will include three students
from SJSU and three students from Stanford who
will earn a fellowship stipend, so they don’t have
to work and can focus on community service for
part of the summer. The Steinbeck Studies director
describes that the ideal applicant would be famil-
iar with Steinbeck’s work and understands through
Steinbeck the context of what it would mean to have
endured tough times, referencing migrant workers
from The Grapes of Wrath as an example. “The band
was really into this idea and decided they wanted the
proceeds from the ceremony to go towards it,” says
Professor Taylor.

This single event has generated enough money to
support the fellowship for multiple years. Professor
Taylor and the band are hoping to grow the program
in the future. He goes on to say how Mumford &
Sons is excited to come back to see how the fellow-
ship develops. Applications for the fellowship should
be available before Spring 2020 for SJSU students.
For more information on this fellowship, see “New
Steinbeck Fellowship Brings Together Students of
SJSU and Stanford” later in this newsletter.

Mumford & Sons preparing to perform
Photograph by Joel Simon/Stanford University



Dr. Meghan Gorman-DaRif Joins
San José State Campus This Fall

By Natalie Knows His Gun-Wong and Yulissa
Ferreira

Photo of and providd by Meghan Gorman-DaRif

his fall, Dr. Meghan Gorman-DaRif joins
SJSU’s Department of English and Compara-

tive Literature as an assistant professor with a
passion for teaching and spreading awareness about
postcolonial literature. Dr. Gorman-DaRif is spe-
cifically interested in postcolonial literature coming
out of India and Kenya—an interest she developed
while taking a global novel class while working to-
wards her Master’s degree. As a Middlebury College
alumna with a Master’s degree in Education from
UMASS Ambherst and a Ph.D. in English from UT
Austin in Texas, she is well accomplished and arrives
with many years of teaching experience. She has also
taught English at both the high school and univer-
sity levels prior to coming to SJSU and is currently
teaching ENGL 123B: Literature for Global Under-
standing: Africa and ENED 353: Methods of Teach-
ing English this fall.

Dr. Gorman-DaRif’s interest in postcolonial
literature is what initially inspired her to teach at
SJSU. “I really loved the opportunity of the job to do
world literature and to have that defined a little bit
broadly,” she says. In addition, Dr. Gorman-DaRif’s
transition to SJSU has been a positive experience
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because her fellow instructors are just as passionate
about teaching as she is. Once she arrived at SJSU,
Dr. Gorman-DaRif noted, “Everybody was talking
not about their own work but about their teaching
and their students,” which was something that she
optimistically took as an indication that her fellow
instructors are genuinely happy with teaching their
students.

Now that she is at SJSU, Dr. Gorman-DaRif is
excited to be able to teach classes specifically for
English majors. This is something that Dr. Gor-
man-DaRif has been enjoying this semester, and
she reports having been “very impressed” with her
students who have come to class both eager to dis-
cuss the texts and ready to hear new ideas. Dr. Gor-
man-DaRif encourages students’ participation in her
classes since discussion allows them to share their
own perspectives with others and also allows her “to
see familiar texts in new lights.” As an advocate for
sharing ideas in the classroom, Dr. Gorman-DaRif
also enjoys recommending books to her students for
further learning. She says, “It’s a pleasure and a priv-
ilege to be able to share what you care about with
others, and it is especially rewarding when students
get engaged with the books and come to class excit-
ed to share their perspectives.”

In addition to encouraging class discussion, Dr.
Gorman-DaRif focuses on drawing her students’
attention to a text’s historical context to show them
how the text interacts with the time period that it
comes out of. This emphasis on a text’s historical
background reflects Dr. Gorman-DaRif’s own par-
ticular interest in exploring themes of resistance to
colonial structures in postcolonial texts in order to
examine how such resistance is “thought through and
represented through time.”

Dr. Gorman-DaRif takes this approach to study-
ing texts herself, as her own research into postcolo-
nial literary works is combined with a study of the
historical movements behind them. Currently, Dr.
Gorman-DaRif is working on a book that explores
how novels portray both the Mau Mau Uprising in
Kenya and the Naxalite Movement in India. She also
discusses how these portrayals “intervene into think-
ing about both historical and contemporary forms of
violence through their changing depictions” of the
two movements.

Writing this book has fueled Dr. Gorman-DaRif’s
interest in the interconnectedness between India and
East Africa—after all, studying the interrelatedness
between worlds is essential to understanding post-



colonial literature. Exploring postcolonial texts is all
about seeing the bigger picture and requires a con-
scious effort to examine the ways in which different
worlds shape and impact one another—something
that Dr. Gorman-DaRif understands and advocates
for. It is therefore understandable when Dr. Gor-
man-DaRif shares her optimism for the future of the
field of postcolonial literature: “It’s amazing now to
see how exponentially the field is expanding not only
from different voices from different countries, but
also now there’s more of a vested interest in reading
in translation.”

Dr. Gorman-DaRif’s passion for postcolonial
literature is tangible, making it easy to see why she
has made it her mission to interest more students in
the subject. Dr. Gorman-DaRif first recognized the
importance of spreading awareness about postcolo-
nial literature while she was teaching high school
English. She observed that students often only study
one postcolonial text and cites Things Fall Apart by
Chinua Achebe as an example. While she maintains
that Things Fall Apart is an excellent postcolonial
novel, Dr. Gorman-DaRif also explains that when
students are given a single example, they are “not
fully aware of all the different ways in which our
worlds are linked together and impact each other.”

As an English professor at San José State Uni-
versity, Dr. Gorman-DaRif hopes to combine her
love for teaching with her passion for studying
postcolonial literature by sharing this interest with
her students. The most important takeaway Dr. Gor-
man-DaRif hopes for students to leave her classes
with is “to understand complexity” because “the
actual lived experience of the world is much more
contradictory and difficult, and ambiguous” than
many may initially believe.

We are delighted to welcome Dr. Meghan Gor-
man-DaRif to the English department and look
forward to seeing the impact that her teaching will
have on her students as she encourages them to have
a deeper understanding of the world around them.

Sherri Harvey Gives English 2
a Facelift

By Kimberly Chan and Alycia Low

an José State University Instructor Sherri

Harvey is using her seven years, and counting,

of experience as a travel writer to teach her
English 2 students how to find their voice. Her love

for writing, passion for giving the voiceless a voice,
and interest in sustainability stem from her child-
hood and her excursions around the world. While the
general goal of English 2 courses is for students to
critically examine the connections between logic and
language in arguments, Harvey structures her En-
glish 2 courses around the discovery of one’s voice
and the question, “How can I make a difference in
sustainability?”

Photo of and provided by Sherri Harvey

At the beginning of the semester, Harvey’s stu-
dents pick a topic involving sustainability that inter-
ests them and go on to analyze tweets from President
Trump as well as various poems and articles, so the
students are exposed to different perspectives about
their sustainability issue.

Throughout the semester, Harvey teaches her
students various Adobe Creative Cloud applications
and uses these tools to teach them about digital
storytelling, an emerging practice through which
students use digital tools to tell compelling and
engaging narratives. “We are so lucky to have these
[Adobe] tools because here we are on the verge of
digital enlightenment. Embracing technology rather
than fighting it is really important,” says Harvey.

Jacqueline Giang, a first-year business major in
Harvey’s English 2 class, says, “It’s not a class full
of lectures but doing activities and using examples in

5



order to see rhetoric used in all sorts of media. After
that, it would be some sort of assignment of trying it
yourself.” Giang’s research project focuses on coral
reef bleaching, and she plans on creating a website to
raise awareness on how to save the reefs.

Similarly, Justin Barragan, a first-year com-
puter science student in Harvey’s English 2 class,
also plans to make a website for his project, which
concentrates on the Green New Deal. Barragan de-
scribes Harvey as “an engaging, thought-provoking,
and somewhat of an unconventional” instructor with
clear expectations and insightful course content.

While Harvey has much knowledge to impart to
her class, she likes to give her students the freedom
to write and develop their own philosophies. Harvey
observes that her students often struggle to find their
voice initially. She hopes to provide opportunities for
students to find their passions and give them a safe
space to confidently share their ideas. “It’s important
for them to know they have a voice, but how they
find that voice is a process,” says Harvey.

This semester was also a great opportunity for
students to see how sustainability and saving the en-
vironment affect policies and change. For example,
during the UN Climate Action Summit 2019, Harvey
and her students were able to engage with and ana-
lyze 16-year-old Greta Thunberg’s powerful speech.
As a class, Harvey’s students determined the various
rhetorical devices Thunberg used to logically, ethi-
cally, and emotionally appeal to her audience.

If there’s one thing Harvey enjoys about teach-
ing, it’s seeing her students have those lightbulb
moments where they see how they’ve changed from
non-interactive students to creators. Students were
eager to contribute their thoughts and participate in
a lively discussion surrounding Thunberg’s effec-
tiveness. Harvey notes that overall the students are
highly receptive to her sustainability-focused English
course, being engaged, alert, and interested in her
work outside of the classroom as well.

If there’s one piece of advice Harvey would offer
to instructors interested in incorporating their work
into the classroom, it’s that “there should be an over-
lap between the things that motivate [the instructors]
and the way they motivate their students.” The class-
es should be structured around things the teacher is
passionate about.

At her core, passion is the reason why Harvey is
where she is today. “Do what you love. Go outside
and play. Explore the world. Have a natural curiosity.
You’ve got nothing unless you’re curious about the
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world around you,” says Harvey. Believing she was
destined to be a writer, Harvey began to get curious
about culture and diversity when she was a young
girl after being exposed to cross-cultural interactions
in her own home. Harvey finds that teaching gives
her the best of both worlds: working with language
and people. Through her work inside and outside of
the classroom, Harvey is following her passions and
sharing those with her students in hopes that they
will develop their own. Harvey’s inclusion of her
work inside the classroom allows students to work
with her to accurately portray real-world issues.

Like her students, Harvey is constantly research-
ing conservation issues. What makes the gears in her
brain turn are the creative ways she and her students
can tell a narrative about something relevant today.
Harvey plans to travel and take photos of the orang-
utans in Borneo, raising awareness on their critically
endangered status and writing about the importance
of their protection. Be on the lookout for more of
Harvey’s updates and English courses centered on
different environmentally focused topics!

Professor Selena Anderson Wins
Rona Jaffe Foundation Award for
Work in Fiction

By Javad (Jake) Keikha and Jennifer Tran

Assistant Professor Selena Anderson was award-
ed the Rona Jaffe Foundation Award for Fiction.
The Rona Jaffe Foundation, founded by novelist
Rona Jaffe in 1995, awards grants to support emerg-
ing women writers based on their previous work.
Nominations for each grant are solicited from critics,
writers, editors, and literary professionals, and are
then considered by a private selection committee.
With works appearing in Glimmer Train, Ken-
yon Review, BOMB Magazine, and more, Anderson
has made a name for herself in the world of fiction
writing and continues to establish herself with this
win. Anderson says, “Winning the RFJ award is a
fantastic vote of confidence. It’s great to have folks
out there who support my work and feel that it’s
necessary. I’m also very humbled and honored to be
in the sisterhood of women writers who have won the
award and have gone on to write beautiful books.”
Despite teaching Creative Writing (ENGL 71)
and leading a fiction workshop for M.F.A. students

In August of 2019, San José State University



(ENGL 241), writing has not been the only major as-
pect of her life thus far. Recently, Anderson has been
on maternity leave but continues to maintain her life
as a writer. She maintains a positive attitude through-
out this new chapter of her life as she describes how
“each of these identities: being a professor, writer,
and now mother brings her a lot of joy.” As a writer,
this award has impacted her life in a significant way,
giving her the chance to continue pursuing her work.
Time off has provided Anderson with “uninterrupt-
ed time to write and revise.” A major milestone in
her life, this award has granted her the opportunity
to also “meet some folks she’s long admired” and
pursue her goals.
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As both beginning and seasoned writers come to
understand, the writing process can prove challeng-
ing and sometimes daunting. For Anderson, the most
difficult part of the writing process is “getting started
again after a dry spell.” As an avid reader, Anderson
does plenty of research before she writes, but the
majority of her material “comes from the first- or
second- hand experience and from eavesdropping.”
She also has “a gift for overhearing just the right
thing and letting imagination take over.”

In her field, Anderson is drawn to writers “who
do dope things with language and metaphor.” The
type of characters she’s most drawn to are those who

are facing a dilemma in their lives and have a certain
twist to them, ones that “surprise her in some way.”

For someone with such talent and success as a
professor and writer, her ultimate piece of advice
for those looking to go into this field is to “read with
purpose.” Her experience over the years and knowl-
edge that she has attained from her research influenc-
es her writing. Reading with purpose for her is about
individuals finding their interests through the reading
they do and planting a seed in their minds about what
intrigues them as writers.

This isn’t Anderson’s first literary award, hav-
ing previously won the Transatlantic/Henfield Prize
while completing her M.F.A. at Columbia University
in 2007, as well as the Inprint Joan and Stanford
Alexander Prize in Fiction in 2016. With such an
impressive history, Anderson is without a doubt a
literary success. Anderson personally believes that
literary success involves making enough money to
support yourself and having people read your work
uncoerced. Perhaps most importantly, Anderson’s
view of literary success is when ““a stranger reads
your stuff and feels the jitters. And if you’re writing
the stories you’ve been waiting for, you’re winning.”

Bay Area Native Dr. Daniel Rivers
Joins SJSU

By Alexis Cutchin and Jamie Dequine

Arts in welcoming Dr. Daniel Rivers to a dual

appointment in both the Humanities Depart-
ment and the Department of English and Compar-
ative Literature. Dr. Rivers is the new Assistant
Professor of American Studies and Literature at San
José State University; he will be teaching a selection
of courses in cultural studies, environmental human-
ities, and literature.

Prior to joining SJSU, Dr. Rivers completed his
undergraduate degree at Sonoma State University
and received his Master’s degree from New York
University in Humanities and Social Thought. He
completed his Ph.D. in Cultural Studies and English
at Claremont Graduate University. Subsequently,

Dr. Rivers acted as a visiting professor of American
Studies at Miami University. He has also been a
lecturer in Women’s and Gender Studies at Cal State
Fullerton, a lecturer in Gender and Interdisciplinary
Studies at Sonoma State University, and a lecturer in
Rhetoric at the University of San Francisco.

P lease join the College of Humanities and the



A Bay Area local
# himself, Dr. Rivers
iy grew up in Livermore
B in the East Bay. He

28 contributes his deci-
W sion to come to SISU
on its positive and in-
| clusive representation
® of the Bay Area popu-
if lation. He says, “Being
from the Bay Area,
and being invested in

the Bay Area, to have a

campus that reflects the positive aspects of the Bay,
and so proudly, was a big appeal for me.” Dr. Rivers
also says that the Steinbeck Center largely influenced
his decision to join SJSU’s faculty. He says, “The
Steinbeck Center was also a big draw for me. He is
a big part of my research as well. He writes about
the living world, as well as environment and culture,
which is sort of the trifecta of my research.”

So far, SJSU has lived up to Dr. Rivers’s favor-
able expectations. He recollects his first impression
of the campus, “It was big! I really like how the cam-
pus is embedded in the city; that was a real appeal.

I just also thought it was beautiful. Also, it seemed
like the perfect location to apply my two platforms
of interest, you know. I loved the eclectic mix and
diversity of it. It seems like you get a little piece of
everything here.”

Dr. Rivers goes on to explain the positive impact
SJSU’s student population has had on him. He says,
“Again, I just love the CSU system, especially a big
CSU like this one, that draws from a pool of residen-
tial and commuter students, supplying a diverse and
thorough representation of the Bay Area as a whole.”
He continues, “I’m just really enjoying the students;
I find them really friendly and awake. Specifically,
they just really show up in the classroom, attentive
and ready to learn. I really value their eagerness to
learn, and even more so, their willingness to share
their thoughts and opinions. People are present here;
it’s intentional learning.”

Dr. Rivers’s areas of focus amalgamate a variety
of topics. His research uses feminist, decolonial,
queer, and critical race approaches to ecology and
culture to examine how popular thinking about
nature and the natural world has shaped the devel-
opment of California’s landscapes and the health
of its human and nonhuman inhabitants. His work
on settler cultures of domesticity and grizzly bear

Daniel Rivers
Photo by April Anderson
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eradication in California is forthcoming in American
Quarterly in June 2020. Dr. Rivers says, “In addition
to unpacking the ways that white settlers transformed
the California grizzly into a symbol of imperial
manliness, this article analyzes creative and political
discussions of the untamed outdoors, which framed
Native nations and wild grizzlies as threats to a
properly domesticated, and commercially productive,
U.S. California.”

His writing has been published in several places,
including the Journal of Transnational American
Studies, Apogee, Women s Studies, and Joyland Mag-
azine. He is also guest editor of the recent special
issue of Women's Studies titled “Futures of Feminist
Science Studies.” Dr. Rivers explains how his in-
trigue with feminist studies developed, saying, “My
work in Feminist Science Studies (FSS) grew out of
my interest in histories of evolutionary thought, and
it informs my approach to analyzing relationships of
power among ecology and culture.”

Currently, Dr. Rivers is working on a book proj-
ect that “broadens his pre-existing scope of inquiry
to examine how practices of imagining nature, the
unnatural, the human, and the other-than-human
have shaped regional approaches to agriculture,
activism, housing, urban development, and literary
expression throughout California’s colonization.” He
elaborates, “Right now, I’'m really interested in Cal-
ifornia authors and histories of imagining the land-
scape, and how that imagination can be beneficial or
an erasure, and [ intend to bridge that gap, or at least
examine it.” Dr. Rivers is optimistic about his future
endeavors at SISU, as well as the impact he can have
on the campus population and vice versa.

New Steinbeck Service Fellowship
Brings Together the Students of
SJSU and Stanford

By Victor Flores and Bryan Sit

new Steinbeck Fellowship is being developed
Alf)y San José State University English Pro-
essor Nick Taylor and Stanford University
English Professor Gavin Jones. The new fellow-
ship is called the Steinbeck Gentlemen of the Road
Fellowship. Professors Nick Taylor and Gavin Jones
met when Professor Gavin Jones came to SJSU to do

research on Steinbeck for his book. This fellowship
will be the first that the two have done together.
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Three students from SJSU and three students
from Stanford will be chosen to form a cohort. The
planned cohort will be guided by Professor Tay-
lor and Professor Jones and will be involved with
possible service projects over the 2020 summer
session. These planned projects are very similar to
service-learning courses, which will embed commu-
nity involvement as a main part of the curriculum.
Students will be possibly mentoring and teaching
children of migrant field workers and working with
the families of farmworkers in Steinbeck Country.
Students in the fellowship are expected to commute
to and from areas considered Steinbeck Country,
such as Salinas and other areas within Monterey
County. Monterey County faces the unique issue
of having migrant farmworkers and the children of
these farmworkers studying in U.S. schools. Farm
work for these migrant farmworkers is seen as the
only hope for them to lead better lives in America.
Monterey Country has a Migrant Education Program
in place, but more assistance is always welcome.

Born and raised in Salinas, John Steinbeck was
raised with modest means and began writing poems
and stories around the age of 14. Steinbeck formed
a deep love for the Salinas Valley at a young age,
which greatly influenced his later writing. Steinbeck
dropped out of college and worked as a manual la-
borer before achieving success as a writer. He wrote
over 31 books throughout the course of his career.
His most well-known novels include Of Mice and
Men (1937), The Grapes of Wrath (1939), and East
of Eden (1952). His works often deal with social
and economic issues, marginalized farmworkers,
the environment, and politics. Steinbeck’s novel
The Grapes of Wrath, which is about a family who

migrated from the Oklahoma Dust Bowl to Califor-
nia, won a Pulitzer Prize and a National Book Award.
During the Second World War, Steinbeck also served
as a war correspondent—a journalist reporting from
the frontlines of war. He was awarded the Nobel
Prize in Literature in 1962.

Photo of and provided by Gavin Jones

The Steinbeck Gentlemen of the Road Fellow-
ship is being created to help writers utilize their
knowledge and skills as writing students to give back
by helping members of the community, similar to
how Steinbeck lived his life. According to Professor
Taylor, each member of the cohort will be assigned
a different location for an approximate eight-week
duration. Writing curriculum will also be included
for students to reflect on their experiences during
the fellowship. Professors Taylor and Jones want
students to emulate the work that Steinbeck did in
Steinbeck Country—*“They [the students] could use
the skills they are learning as college students to help
the children of field workers,” says Professor Taylor.

Professors Taylor and Jones met up recently
in September at Stanford University, where they
awarded the Steinbeck Award to the British rock
band Mumford & Sons at their concert. While at the
concert, the two planned and agreed to set up the
fellowship. In return, Mumford & Sons agreed to
fund the Steinbeck Gentlemen of the Road Fellow-
ship. Stipends of $5,500 to $7,700 will be funded to
students of the program.

Any enrolled student attending SJSU is eligible
to apply, but students with English backgrounds will
be largely preferred as this fellowship will be largely
tailored to the Department of English and Compar-
ative Literature. Applications are expected to be
submitted online and a writing sample will most like-
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ly be needed. Applicants will be able to apply in the
Spring 2020 semester. Details are subject to change,
and more information will be shared at a later date.

The Homeless Spartans: C.J.
Prusi’s Article about Homelessness
Among Students

By Vy Anh Tran and Marissa Allen

any San Jos¢ State students are struggling
Mwith food and shelter according to “Thou-

sands of Silicon Valley College Students
Struggle with Homelessness, Hunger,” an article

written for San José Inside by C.J. Prusi, a student in
the SISU’s Creative Writing M.F.A. program.

3 » : oy 3 .
Photo of and provided by C.J. Prusi

Prusi’s article was published by San José Inside
(a subsidiary of Metro) on its website in September
2019. This article gives the reader a first-hand look at
the homeless crisis at SISU. As a student, Prusi has a
closer point-of-view of his peers than outsiders, and
his article reflects this knowledge. His article ex-
plains that as the cost-of-living in the Silicon Valley
increases, it becomes more difficult for students to
maintain a stable living situation . “It’s not like how
it used to be when you can work yourself through
college with a part-time job,” says Prusi, explaining
the state of many students’ financial situations.

Though not homeless himself, Prusi occasionally

10

stayed on campus overnight in the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Library (MLK) due to his busy schedule
and long commute by public transportation. MLK

is open 24-hours for students during the weekdays
of the academic year and is the only public building
on campus where students can stay overnight. The
overnight stays were difficult for Prusi, but he knew
that he was one of the fortunate ones because he had
a home, even with the long commute. His experience
with the difficulties of finding a place to sleep on or
near campus prepared him for his meeting with the
Student Homeless Alliance.

After spending a night in MLK, Prusi encoun-
tered the Student Homeless Alliance (SHA), one of
the main focuses of his article. That morning, mem-
bers of the organization were offering free coffee
and snacks to students. Prusi stopped to partake and
found out that SHA was a student-run organization
that campaigned to improve the livelihood of SJSU
students with housing and food insecurities. As a
tired student himself, though not in as bad of a situ-
ation as many others, Prusi sympathized with SHA’s
cause. He would meet members of the organization
several more times as they set up tables and held pro-
tests on campus. Prusi’s editor from San José Inside
knew about Prusi’s overnight stays in the library and
his interactions with SHA, so the editor suggested
that Prusi write an article on San José State’s home-
less students—with a focus on SHA. Prusi agreed.

The article explains that there is more than
one type of homelessness and that most homeless
students do not fit the “street sleeper” image most
people have of a homeless person. Being able to
identify the specific issues of the students is the first
step to helping them—and SHA is working to raise
awareness on those issues. The two things students
need the most are food and shelter where they can
sleep. Students with food insecurity are those who do
not have the money or equipment to feed themselves.
Students with shelter insecurity are those that do not
have a home, those with unreliable shelter, or those
in danger of being evicted. “A permanent place on
campus for safe naps as well as a university open
kitchen where students can prepare their meals on
campus could provide students with higher levels of
nutrition and sleep, the main ingredients for both ac-
ademic success and mental well-being,” says Prusi.

Because students with these difficulties vary
in appearance, they can blend in with their school
peers. Most homeless students look like ordinary
students because they want to keep that image of



normalcy. Many students do not want their peers to
know about their troubles, as Prusi discovered while
trying to obtain information for his article. “One
challenging aspect [of talking to students] is that
most struggling students don’t want to burden others
by sharing their struggles,” he says. “[Students with
housing and food difficulties] feel that other people
have it worse, so they should not complain.” This
way of thinking means many students do not ask for
the help they need. But SHA is working to change
that by asking the university to implement measures
to help these students.

After a recent meeting between SHA and SJISU
officials, the university is taking steps to help with
the homeless crisis among students; however, these
steps need time to take effect. In the meantime, many
students still need help. Though individuals cannot
solve the homeless crisis by themselves, showing
solidarity and raising awareness on the issues can
make a difference. Prusi’s article shows empathy
from one student to his peers. He says, “I know de-
spite all my difficulties, I come from privilege. And
maybe someone less fortunate than me is thinking
the same thing. And it keeps going downwards. May-
be if we all speak out from where we’re at, we can
meet in the middle.”

A Labor of Love: Dr. Allison
Johnson’s New Book, The Scars We
Carve

By Sara Garcia and George Mattimoe

r. Allison M. Johnson, an assistant professor
D of American literature here at San José State,

recently published a scholarly monograph
called The Scars We Carve: Bodies and Wounds in
Civil War Print Culture. Her first published work
came from a love of history and persistence at get-
ting her writing published despite difficulties includ-
ing a competitive market.

Dr. Johnson double majored in English and
History at UC Riverside followed by getting her
M.A. and Ph.D. in English at UCLA. Her love for
American history started when she was young. She
says she “[has] always been interested in [the Civil
War] and how we understand and experience it.” Her
passion for history came from her father, who him-
self is an American history professor. She says, “Part
of my interest in American history is growing up

being surrounded by [history].” Dr. Johnson’s love of
American history inspired her to focus on her writ-
ing, which she recently published in her book, The
Scars We Carve.
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The book evokes the imagery of men and wom-
en’s physical bodies during the Civil War. Dr. John-
son says, “One of the things I look at in my book
1s how violence affects the bodies, in particular, of
the people who participated in the war.” Instead
of focusing more on commonly known literature,
Dr. Johnson’s work includes the images that were
found in newspapers, journals, poems, and even in
left-handed writing penmanship contests for people
whose arms were amputated during the war. Her
book explicitly centers on how the symbolic bodies
of African-American soldiers and women sculpted
places in the public and political worlds for the real
bodies of women and black men. In her book, Dr.
Johnson describes not only the conflicts but also the
physical experience that the Civil War cost to all the
people who suffered.

Furthermore, Dr. Johnson’s blog states how her
book is a “fundamental shift in the way we define
the American Civil War.” Her book focuses on
writings published in the popular press, which was
the primary source of information during the war.
Dr. Johnson says, “Periodical literature, poems, and
stories published in newspapers focus on bodies,
wounds, amputations: the physical cost of the war.”
She elaborates by saying, “There was also a schol-
arly consensus that Civil War literature downplayed
the destruction, violence, and the physical effects
of the war, instead focus[ing] on the cause of the
Union or the Confederacy in that the sacrifice was
noble. [The literature wasn’t] paying attention to the
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sacrifice itself.” Dr. Johnson states that scholars had
looked at American Civil War literature a certain
way for a long time, but now, it’s time to focus on
the overlooked texts of the time as seen in The Scars
We Carve.

Dr. Johnson began her revision process in 2013,
when she finished her dissertation on Civil War lit-
erature. She wrote it with the idea that it might be a
book one day, and in April 2016 that dream started to
become a reality. She started to email various pub-
lishers with her self-described elevator pitch. “It was
just a paragraph,” says Johnson, ““a paragraph that
gave [publishers] a general idea of my writing.”

After some emails and rejections, Louisiana
State University (LSU) Press decided to pick up Dr.
Johnson’s pitch. For six months, there were no notes
or words due to the publisher’s experts reviewing the
manuscript to make sure everything was accurate. Fi-
nally, in September, an email was sent to Dr. Johnson
with a contract.

For the next two years, Dr. Johnson revised
her manuscript while balancing a teaching career.
She was lecturing at UCLA and a local community
college all while revising her manuscript. Most feel
overwhelmed with the process of multitasking across
several activities; however, Dr. Johnson found that
balance because “multitasking is part of the job.” It
was not an easy task either, as Dr. Johnson essential-
ly rewrote her dissertation in working on this book.
“There is so much that has been edited,” Dr. Johnson
says. “It was based on [my dissertation], but so much
has changed.” In finishing her book, she completed
an entirely new contribution to the English field.

By December 2018, the manuscript was com-
plete and ready for the final stages of editing and
printing. “I held the finished book a week before it
was released,” says Dr. Johnson. “It was really cool
to actually hold it [in my hands].” On April 10, 2019
The Scars We Carve was released to the public.

With a process that is so time consuming and de-
manding of the creator, it does not phase Dr. Johnson
as she is already at work on her second book. Some
of the inspiration comes from “the third chapter
about the left-handed penmanship contest,” as Dr.
Johnson elaborates. LSU Press is set to work with
Dr. Johnson again on this next book. As Dr. Johnson
did with The Scars We Carve, she wants to empha-
size the importance of re-evaluating literature and
looking at history with a critical eye in mind, saying,
“It is important to add to the collective knowledge.”

The Scars We Carve is currently available online.
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Professor of Comparative
Literature, José Villagrana, Joins
Faculty

By Christian Navarro and Mikaela Sorber

e are proud to welcome Dr. José Villagra-
‘ ’s / na into our SJSU faculty as a professor of

English and Comparative Literature. After
having obtained his B.A. in English and a minor in
Spanish at Northwestern University, Dr. Villagrana
continued his education and earned his Ph.D. at the
University of California, Berkeley. While attend-
ing graduate school, he created a foundation for his
career as a professor by teaching as well as lecturing
several reading and composition courses. Although
at first glance both institutions may appear similar,
Dr. Villagrana says the English Department at San
José State University has an advantage—they in-
clude Comparative Literature in their department.
Villagrana anticipates a curriculum that is not strictly
centered on English but includes England’s encoun-
ters and relationships to the world as well as how the
language was affected.

Photo of and provied by Dr. José Villagrana

Ironically, Dr. Villagrana’s fascination with
English literature began in his high school Span-
ish classes. While these classes were designed for
students already proficient in Spanish, it wasn’t
long before Dr. Villagrana discovered his interest
in literature. Once confident in his Spanish reading
skills, he transitioned his newly discovered passion
to other forms of literature. “Being bilingual is more
difficult for going through things because your other



language isn’t necessarily as valued right off the bat
because it’s an English Department,” he says. “So,
you have to in some ways either ignore or not adapt
a part of you that’s really important.”

Dr. Villagrana, born and raised in Santa Maria,
California, recalls his bilingual upbringing intro-
ducing new challenges. He says, “Every time I get
to read something new or read something again and
write about it, it’s so hard that through the process, I
learn something new.” While many people see these
challenges as something to overcome, Dr. Villagrana
saw an opportunity for a more enriched learning ex-
perience: “What felt like a loss initially then became
something that I was able to cultivate and say ‘I want
my knowledge of Spanish to work alongside my
knowledge of English. I want to show how reading
in one language relates to another.’”

Once in the postgraduate field, Dr. Villagrana
used his bilingual skills as a gateway to improved
learning. He says his enjoyment for teaching—and
learning—paired with the energy he receives from
students allows him to step outside his normal re-
served side and into the educator role. In addition,
the freedom to pursue personal research also proved
to be very exciting. “I realized I could bring my
skills and upbringing in the Spanish language and
ask questions that really aren’t being asked right now
in English,” he says.

As an educator, Dr. Villagrana sees the Depart-
ment of English and Comparative Literature at San
José State University as a gateway to introduce
non-English literature texts into the curriculum. Dr.
Villagrana mentions that comparing classic English
texts from Shakespeare to non-English texts from
Native American, Spanish, Japanese, and Portu-
guese cultures will give a different interpretation. Dr.
Villagrana’s focus as a professor of English is not
only to incorporate different forms of literature but
also to build reader confidence. Additionally, in order
to expand learning sources, Dr. Villagrana wishes
to put emphasis on collaborative learning. He says,
“Students write down what peers say, collecting
ideas, and I want every student to know that having a
conversation with one another is really good.”

As such, in Shakespeare I, he encourages the col-
laboration between students to actively think about
a passage from the play, which creates a much more
ambivalent approach to a subject that often proves
very difficult among students. With the amount of
drive and knowledge backing Dr. Villagrana’s expe-
rience, there is no doubt that he will leave a positive

influence on SISU’s English Department. We are
thrilled to have him on our team of dedicated faculty
members. Dr. Villagrana says, “It is perfectly fine to
face challenges. But in some ways, even though you
don’t know what the moving parts of the challenge
were, you’re prepared to meet the challenges.”

Dr. Villagrana currently teaches Beginnings to
the “American” Experience (ENGL 50), Introduction
to Shakespeare’s Drama (ENGL 78), and Shake-
speare [ (ENGL 144).

First Technical Writing Club
Becomes Official at SJSU

By Emily Greulich and Jelena Cheyiam

ur campus recognizes over 450 student or-
O ganizations, but this doesn’t mean that there

is something for everyone—or even every
major. Seniors Antoinette Traub and Ellie Vengala
decided to take action after realizing what they be-
lieved to be a critical organization missing from the
selection. You’re not reading a typo; the first techni-
cal writing club at SJSU launched this semester.

“I really wanted to be involved in school,” says
Traub, who transferred to SJSU last semester as a
technical writing major, “But, ’'m not a creative
writer. In the English Department, we only have a
Poets and Writers Coalition. I felt that there really
wasn’t a place for me.”

—
I

j‘lntoinette Traub and Ellie Vengala
Photo by Alycia Low
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Vengala, on the other hand, started here as a
freshman in 2016. Coming into the university not
knowing a lot of English majors, she hoped to join a
club that fit her interests. The problem she faced was
similar to Traub’s, “I’m not really a poet or a creative
writer. So much respect to them, but I wanted some-
thing different.”

Traub and Vengala worked together during the
transfer orientations in summer 2019, where they
were approached by Dr. Mark Thompson, director
of the Professional and Technical Writing Program
at SISU. He thought they would be interested in a
club he had been trying to get off the ground for the
past six years. It was exactly what the two incoming
seniors had been searching for: a technical writing
club at SJSU. The two jumped at the opportunity to
lead it.

The Young Professional Technical Writing Offen-
sive, or TYPO for short, has three major goals: host-
ing professional and technical writing conferences at
SJSU, providing opportunities for students to work
with others outside of their major through building
apps, and forming connections between students,
alumni, and employers as a social club.

One of the driving reasons Traub, Vengala, and
Dr. Thompson felt the need to create a club for
technical writers was the overwhelming amount of
professional and technical writers and SJSU alumni
who are eager to engage with current students. In a
traditional class, it is difficult to host every speaker
who wants to come. “With a student organization,
we have the ability to host these events,” says Traub.
Technical writing is a rapidly growing field, and it
is difficult to know where to start. Having speakers
come to work with students and do mock interviews
is a great way to prepare these students for work af-
ter college. By engaging with fellow technical writ-
ers through such organizations and alumni, students
are able to benefit by networking for free.

In spite of this team’s passion for and competen-
cy to create TYPO, they still faced many obstacles
in becoming a recognized organization. After an
arduous journey, the technical writing club is now
official.

The possibilities for the club’s future projects
appear endless. “No matter what major you’re in,
every form of every major will need technical writ-
ing,” says Traub. Their projects will depend on the
variety of majors they attract. With a wider diversity
of majors, the team will be able to be more creative
with their collaborations.
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“We really like that this writing overlaps other
fields as well,” adds Vengala, “It gives a new per-
spective.” Both students agree that they enjoy being
able to learn from and collaborate with other majors
and contribute their skills to any project. SJSU is
brimming with a variety of STEM student organi-
zations, from programming to graphic design, all of
which are welcome into their club. Traub (president)
and Vengala (treasurer) look forward to working on
future projects with students of any major.

“I feel like I’ve been waiting my whole college
career for a club like this,” says Vengala, “At least
we’ll make it happen for future tech writing majors.”

Audrey and Alec Bring Years of
Experience to the English
Department Office

By Elizabeth Rosser and Callie Jorgensen

udrey Struve and Alec Giurlani joined the
ADepartment of English and Comparative Lit-

erature office staff in Summer 2019, bringing
years of administrative experience between the two
of them. As an administrative analyst and administra-
tive support coordinator, respectively, their responsi-
bilities range from handling student affairs to stream-
lining department processes—two things Struve and
Giurlani handle with ease. They bring fresh perspec-
tives to their roles in a department that houses almost
100 faculty members and helps students from all
majors in the university.

Audrey Struve and Alec Giurlani
Photo by Victor Flores
Struve moved from the Art Department after a
reorganization by Dr. Shannon Miller, the dean of the
College of Humanities and the Arts. Struve has over



twenty years of experience working with finances
and program management. She received her Master’s
degree in Public Administration from Notre Dame de
Namur University. After graduate school, she worked
as a coordinator of “Poetry Out Loud” for the San-

ta Clara chapter, ran the Santa Clara County Poet
Laureate Program, managed grantmaking programs,
and then worked at SVCreates from August 2012 to
December 2017. After her time at SVCreates, she
decided it was time to put her skills to work at SISU.
Regarding the switch from the Art Department to

the English Department, Struve says, “I’m very
impressed with how open and welcoming everyone
is; everyone goes out of their way to help students
because we serve such a broad student base.”

Giurlani graduated in the Fall of 2018 with his
degree in Creative Arts from SJSU. He knew that
he wanted to work with students and faculty—and
was able to finish his degree and choose his classes
accordingly. While a student, Guirlani worked as
a student assistant in the Design Department. On
returning to SJSU as the administrative support
coordinator, he says, “I was not even thinking about
being an advisor. I was just really good at my job,
and I loved it. And I thought hey, why not just make
a career out of it?”” Guirlani has seven years of expe-
rience working in administrative and support roles
here at the university.

Struve is the English Department office’s admin-
istrative analyst, the same position she had during
her time in the Art Department. She manages hires,
monitors budgets, schedules courses, and works
directly with students and faculty. She says a lot of
her work is to “try to streamline processes and try
to figure out the best way to get through the volume
of work quickly.” Like Struve, Giurlani also works
closely with faculty and students as the administra-
tive support coordinator. He is the first face students
and faculty see when they walk into the office with
questions. He says, “Most of my role is helping
students and being their main contact for that, just
reaching out and making sure that if they’re having
trouble, helping them out and giving them the right
resources.” When he isn’t helping students, he is
fixing the copier in the mailroom.

Both Struve and Giurlani are involved in im-
proving technological processes in the department.
For example, they’re currently working with the
Dean’s office to streamline paperwork processes
with DocuSign, an electronic signature software.
Over the summer, Giurlani helped implement Spar-

tan Connect, an appointment system that helps the
department save money and streamline the process
of students meeting with their advisors.

Regarding their futures in the English Depart-
ment, they have a myriad of ideas. Struve intends to
improve the office with her “respect and appreciation
skill-set that I bring as well as my administrative
skills and a can-do attitude.” Giurlani hopes to soon
start laying the foundation for a mentor program in
the English Department, “so people who graduated
can connect with some of our current English stu-
dents and give them advice for what to expect after
you graduate and how to get internships.”

They both look forward to helping with grad-
uation in December. In addition, Struve says she’s
looking forward to “learning more about the classes
and getting to know people.” Giurlani is already
holding graduation workshops and helping students
stay on track to graduate. They look forward to
getting to know the faculty and students personally
as they assist them throughout the semester. Both
bring fresh perspectives and positive attitudes to the
English Department office in addition to their years
of experience.

M.F.A. Alumna Shares Journey to
Publication

By Antoinette Traub and Ellie Vengala

Cunningham published Difficulty Swallowing,

a collection of nonfiction essays, on September
15, 2019. This is her second publication following a
poetry chapbook, /’appel du vide, which was pub-
lished in February 2018. Cunningham graduated
from SJSU in 2017 and is currently working toward
her Ph.D. in poetry at the University of Louisiana in
Lafayette.

The professors she encountered during her
M.F.A. training at San Jos¢ State University were
instrumental to her writing. For her poetry, Cunning-
ham credits Alan Soldofsky in helping her “tease out
aspects” and broadening her horizons. Cathleen
Miller, who had been her advisor, offered Cunning-
ham support in structuring her essays for her thesis,
which became her new nonfiction book, Difficul-
ty Swallowing. Three years of editing, consulting
professors, and writing new essays turned her mas-
ter’s thesis into the book it is today. “It’s kind of an
extension of my thesis,” says Cunningham. “My

S an José State University M.F.A. alumna Kym
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