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Chapter 22: Community Justice

Chapter Objectives:

1.
Understand the differences between community justice and criminal justice

2.
Understand the arguments in support of and against community justice

3.
Understand the need or “proactive” strategies

4.
Understand the prospects for community justice in the future

I.
What is “community justice”?


A.
A philosophy: recognizes that crime is an impediment to quality of community life, therefore it’s objective is to respond to crime in a manner that will improve the community.


B.
A strategy: combines three contemporary justice innovations



1.
Community policing



2
Environmental crime prevention



3.
Restorative justice


C.
Programs: citizen-advisory groups, citizens working with justice agencies, cooperation between police, prosecutors, judges and corrections officials, citizens and victims involved in sentencing, and offender community service.

II.
How is Community Justice Different?


A.
Neighborhood focus


B.
Problem solving focus


C.
“Restoration,” not just punishment

III.
Arguments for Community Justice

A.
Crime and crime problem are local


B.
Crime fighting improves the quality of life


C.
Proactive, not reactive strategies

IV.
Problems with Community Justice


A.
Individual rights


B.
Social inequality


C.
Costs

V.
Community Justice in the Future
Key Terms
community justice




restorative justice



proactive/reactive

community policing




collective efficacy
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