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Chapter 7: Detention and Short-Term Incarceration

Chapter Objectives:

1.
Understand the nature of the contemporary jail 

2.
Purpose of pre-trial detention and the various problems

3.
Various problems that sentenced inmates face while in they’re in jail

4.
Alternatives to incapacitation

5.
Understand the issues surrounding jail management

6.
Future jails

I.
The Contemporary Jail: Entrance to the System

· Jails are the entryway into the correctional system:

· Some say jails are part of law enforcement because the sheriffs administer them:

· Jails affect the city on a local level (politically):

· Jail population has been increasing steadily:


A.
Origin and Evolution



1.
12th century England feudal practices




a.
“shire reeve”:




b.
gaols:




c.
1800s - present


B.
Population Characteristics (Bureau of the Census, Bureau of Justice Statistics)


C.
Administration


D.
The Influence of Local Politics



1.
Fiscal pressure and political conservatism



2.
Jails lack funds


E. 
Regional jails

II.
Pre-trial Detention

A.
Special Problems of Detainees



1.
Mental health problems:



2.
Substance dependency:



3.
Medical needs:



4.
Legal needs:



5.
Pre-trial detainee rights:

· Bell v. Wolfish


B.
Release from Detention

III.
The Bail Problem

A.
Alternatives to traditional bail



1.
Release on recognizance (ROR):



2.
Preventive detention:



3.
Pre-trial diversion:



4.
Citations/summons – “cite and release”



5.
10% cash bail

IV.
The Sentenced Jail Inmate

A.
Short-term sentence:



1.
Sentence is not the punishment, but the unpleasant impact of the jail experience is the 




punishment



2.
Hard to have programs because of the short-term sentence



3.
No inmate work like there is in prisons



4.
Less resources

V.
Issues in Jail Management

A.
Legal liability:


B.
Jail standards (three reasons):


C.
Personnel matters (poor training, working conditions):


D.
Jail crowding:


E.
The jail facility:



1.
Old building (50+ years old)



2.
New-generation jail:



3. 
Podular unit:



4.
Direct supervision:



5.
Advantages:



6.
Problems:

Key Terms
lock-up




preventive detention




pretrial diversion

widening the net



regional jail






bail

fee system




bondsman






release on recognizance (ROR)

direct supervision


new-generation jail




podular unit

day reporting center


electronic monitoring
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