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Fallout By Ellen Hopkins
Author Background:
[image: ]Hopkins is not only a young adult fiction writer, she also writes adult fiction, poetry, articles, and teaches creative writing at an institute for children’s literature. She is the author of the crank series, which is a series of three books based loosely on her daughters downfall into meth addiction and the effects it has on her family.


        http://www.ellenhopkins.com/ 
Fallout Summary:
In the first two books of this series we see Kristina’s downward spiral into the world of addiction and the effects it has on her parents and her own siblings, however Kristina’s consequences effect her children more than anyone else, and Fallout is a look into the lives of Kristina’s three oldest children. Kristina has a total of five children however the other two children are too young to fully comprehend their mother’s drug addiction. The book focuses on Hunter, Autumn, and Summer, and their struggles to cope with their mothers abandonment and drug use. The novel follows each child individually as they go through relationship strains and normal everyday teen problems. The three children don’t really know each other because they have been separated and sent to live with various family members due to Kristina being an unfit mother. Hunter lives with his grandparents, Autumn is in and out of the foster care system, and Summer is living with her grandfather and aunt in Texas. However towards the end of the novel their lives will intertwine and they will make a connection that could change their living situations and outlooks on their futures. 

Three Significant Quotations:
1. “Kristina Georgia Snow gave me life in her seventeenth year. She’s my mother, but never bothered to be my mom… Yeah, yeah. Heard it before. Apply myself? To what? And what the hell for?” (Hopkins, 5-8). This is the very beginning of the novel where we are introduced to Hunter’s life details, and a little background on Kristina’s addiction.

2.  “I have managed to learn a handful of assorted details about the jigsaw puzzle that is my beginning. Nothing what you’d call solid. Bits and pieces. I know I was born in Nevada. Reno, I’m told. But I don’t know if my mother still lives there… What they didn’t say is how the monster chews up families” (Hopkins, 44-46).  Autumn in the beginning of the novel discussing the little details she knows of her mother, the effects of meth, and her past. 


3. “And Me? Too bad, so sad. Nowhere else close to send me, I ended up back with my dad, at least for now. I can’t stand it here… I hate that he made that offer to me. Hate that he doesn’t think better of me. Hate him for not really wanting me here” (Hopkins, 198-199). Summer after she gets kicked out her foster care home and is sent to live with her alcoholic father. 

Teaching this Book:
I would have the students read another novel that addresses drug addiction such as Candy by Kevin Brooks and compare and contrast the two novels.

I would have the students write their own shape poems and try to mimic the style that Ellen Hopkins uses throughout her novels. The students can also do a series of poems that can connect to make a story of their own. 

For What Age Level is this Book Most Appropriate?
Fallout is intended for young adults between the ages of 14-17. The book gives the perspective of three different characters, and can be a little confusing when the story is constantly going back and forth between different points of view. Fallout definitely falls under the category of “Stories Told through Free-Verse Poetry”, and although the novel doesn’t discuss discrimination it also falls under the category “Books about Identity, Discrimination, and Struggles with Decisions”. 

Why Should Teens Read This Book:
This book touches on heavy subjects such as rape, drug addiction, family issues, and identity and I would recommend this book to anyone dealing with any of these issues so they can see they are not alone. Fallout also opens teen’s eyes and makes them realize that they may think they know someone, but they may not know the struggles they deal with once they go home. This book helps teens realize the effects of drug use and how it can tear apart families. Teens struggle with peer pressure and once they read this book they may be less likely to give in to their peers when offered drugs knowing the negative effects. 

Analysis of Text Complexity:
The Lexile measure of Fallout cannot ne applied to this novel because it is written in a non-prose format. The Lexile measurement system is focused on prose analysis rather than Poetic forms. Therefore the Lexile system ranked Fallout NP which stands for non-prose. The language used throughout the novel is pretty simple. The only words that might be confusing are the terms Hopkins occasionally uses to reference drugs, however if you use context clues you can catch on quick to the references. This book deals with controversial topics such as rape and drug use and for those reasons some people want to ban it however these issues are very real and the more educated the students are on these issues the more prepared they will be if they ever have to face them in their own lives. This text is recommended for teens between the ages of 14-17 but deals with heavy topics and themes so it should be approached with a certain level of maturity.

The Exeter Qualities Modeled in the Novel:

3. Characters who reflect experiences of teen readers, something that is not found in much of the literary canon, especially when it comes to strong female protagonists.

4. Characters who go beyond typical experiences so that readers can use the fictional experiences to learn and develop in their own lives. 

7. Themes that allow the possibility of emotional and intellectual growth through engagement with personal issues. 
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